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Connining a an ACCOUNT 


| Of His Behaviour, and Sufferings, amongſt che 
JzSvIrs. 


Of His being forced to leave Franc 
Conduct ſince that Time. | 


Shewing likewiſe, ' 


| That the Principles profeſs'd by SNAPE, 


are ſuch as juſtify the Main Pretenſions, and na 
hich, of the 9 of Ro M E. 


Letters from Jeſu 
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Relating to the foregoing Accounr. 


With a IT E FACE, by the Lord DEE of Banger, 
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| © Perſon may not have help'd You to a Men- 
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tal Reſervation, to juſtify a ſolemn 4 Neal to Go p,. 
Ge. Your Loraſtip beſt kno ss. 
_ We read many Complaints in almoſt All A- 
ges, about the Unhanaſome Methods of managing 
Controverſies amongſt Chriſtians, and among ſt 
Divines. But amongſt them All, how mach ſoe- 
ver They have. loaded one another with perſonal 
Calumnies; I believe it will be hard to find an 
Inſtance, where the Common Laws of Civility 
and Good Breeding have been thus violated ; and 
the private Affairs of a Man's Family -broken into, 


to enlighten « Debate of this Nature. But ſince 


it is ſo that My Own Infamy # not enough 
for My Enemies to dwell upon, bat Others mnjt 
be attack'd for My ſake; ſince the Doctor, after 


having tried, with a particular Zgal and Vigour, 


to rob My-ſelf of 4 Good Name, in which 1 


placed the Great C omfort of My Life, hath thought 
fit, for a Concluſion of the ſame Way of Arga- 


ment, to endeavour to rob a Stranger, merely be- 


\ ' cauſe He was received into My Houſe, act only | 
of His Reputation, bat even of Daily Bread 
for the Support of His Life: I ſhould never a- 


gain be pleas'd with My-ſelf; nay, I ſbould think | 
I deſeru'd All the Abuſes I could experience; if 1 + 


could violate The, Common Laws of Hoſpitali- 


ty; and, for fear of Outcries and Reproaches up- 


ty GOD. 


The Introduction to this Charge i the firſt L 
Thing worth conſidering. * Beiore You are ſo 
free then in caſting Reproaches on Others, 
: | | | | 6 4+ 

as 


75 £ 


on My. ſelf, give ap a Perſon whom I have taken | 
under My Roof, without having yet heard or diſ- © 
cover?d one ſingle Reaſon which could juſtify it to 
My own Conſcience, to the World, and to Almigh- 
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as Popiſhly affected, G. To which J anſwer, 
That I never was guilty. of it, as far as I can 
recollet# ; that if I have ever, through Inadver- 
tence, or in the Warmth of Controverſy, been 
guilty of Any thing lite it, I condemn it in My- 
ſelf, as much as J do in Others; and that My 
Example in 4 Had Thing, (which 1 am certais, 
as it i Mine, hath nothing in it that can incline 
the Doctor to imitate it,) cannot juſtify Him in 
An Tranſgreſſion of the Law of Charity, All the 
nſtances of My Freedom, in order to ſet forth 
che Gregtneſs of the Provocation to this Injury, 
are ſun's ap in p. 64, and 65. #3 
I. He tells Me, p. 64. That when He objected 
to Me, (I thought indeed, by way of Mirth,) My 
ſhakingathte Act: of Settlement; 1 anſwer d, That 
if I had really ſhaken it, I had Reaſon to think, 
I ſhould. have experienc'd much more of Civi- 
lity, than I had lately done. This # 4 Matter 
of Fact, of . which the World is Fudge: And 4 
Matter of Fact open and viſible was never yer 
rauk*d among ſt Perſonal Reflexions 2p Mens in- 
ward Affections, and Diſpoſitions. I appeal theres 
fore to the World in this manner. Thoſe Writers who 
have ſhaken the Act of Settlement, have had the Ap- 
plauſes of the profeſs'd Non- jurors; and have been 
inore tenderly dealt with, by Others, than I have been. 
1 herefore, without pretending to know, or diſcover, 
the inward Principle, (anleſs in the Non-jurors, to 
wham it is yo Reproach,) or to cenſure and condemn 
Any Men as Sinners before Go p, I infer, that if I 
had been of the Number of thoſe Writers, 1 ſhould 
have experienced more of Civility than I have late- 
done, both from Non-jurors, (which I principal. 
intended, ) and ſome Others: becauſe 1 ſhould 
hade 


— — ER IIS . A re I Ie en .... — _— 
"4 < 8 * 
6 F „ a 


have been of the Number of Thoſe who have, in 
Fatt, done ſo. And let All nom judze what Reſem- 
blance this bears to» the entring into Mens Hearts; 
or what a Precedent this is, to juſtify the break» 
ing into the private Concerns of 4 Family; or, 
how like this is to the Charging Men with the 
Wickedneſs of Mental —— 


peals o GO b. 


. 


2. But another Provocation, on my Part, was 


an Interpretation which I did indeed mention, of 


ome Words of the Doctor's, which All Mankind 
under ſtood to carry in them à bitter Reflexion apors 
the King himſelf. The Doctor hath ſince that, con- 
firm'd the Interpretation I mertiond ; and ſhewd by 
his own, attempting to invent Another, that it 15 
impolſible, without making the Words wholly Imper- 


tinent, and without Senſe. But how different (I 


thank Go D) was my Behaviour upon that Occaſion ? 
For, 4s plain as that Interpretation then ſeem d to 
me, and nom appears to the whole World; I mas ſo 


far. from charging it apon Him, that I 'beg'd of 


Him to explain His own Meaning; and declared, 
that T was far from deſigning either to fix Con- 


ſequences upon. Him which he did not own, or 


any particular Interpretation upon his Words, 
tho? ſeemingly the Only one of which they were ca- 


pable ; as it hath prov'd by the Doctor's own Account 


fiance. I would to Go p, for his own ſake, that He 
Had treated Me in this manner, both in this, and 4 
former Inſtance; He had had my publick Thanks, 
inſtead of My Complaints. 5 


Theſe two Particulars I may ſet in 4 clearer Lale, 


when 1 come io take Notice of the Methods that 
have been made uſe of to turn the "Thoughts of the 
Clergy </pecially, from the Cauſe 1 have maintaind, 

0 8 and 


1 in ſolemn Ap- 


and the Arguments 1 have aſed, to my own perſonal 
Defects and Faults; which, were they as many and great 
7 as they have been repreſented, ought not toprejudiceany 
Perſons againſt Truth and Reaſon: more particular. 
* ty as they are ſet forth in a Book about my Conduct, 
Sec. to which the Doctor refers with great Pleas. 
ſure; and of which I ſhall now ſay. no more, but 
that I had the Satisfaction to ſee the whole of that 
Satyr, vot only founded. upon Hard Interpretations, 
and Forced Conſequences; but begun upon Words 
of mine, applied to the Clergy and Convocation, 
which ] not only did not once, in my ſecret Thoughts, 
ever apply to Ihem; but which, it may be demonſtra- 
ted, could not poſſubly be ſo intended. 

3. Another Introduction to his Calumny is, 
That Fe urg d 4 Conſequence of my Doctrine, that it 
would open a Back- Door for Popery ; and that 
I did not contradict Him in it, nor ſeem afraid 

of it, Wom here it ſo happens, that the Doctor, to 
raiſe his Reader's Attention, and to lead Him to 
| think that He had ſome Ground for One of the 
Rudeſt, 2s well as Cruelleſt Artacks that, I believe, 
was ever made by 4 Gentleman, 4 Chriſtian, or 
4 Divine, affirms what All, who will but caſt their 
Dye upon my Anſwer to Him, muſt ſee to be quite 
otherwiſe. I reply therefore, that I have contra- 
dicted the Doctor iz that Point; and that it is 
highly unreaſonable to expect me to be afraid of Con- 
ſequences, 'which I am ſo far from ſeeing, that J 
thin the very contrary follow from my Doctrine. 
not ſeeing them might proceed from a Defect of 
: TUnaerſtanding, a failure of Capacity, in one not /0 
able to take in the whole Comprehenſion of Things, 4s 
He . Candour and Charity would be apt to take 
1. ſo: and not preſently create Sufpicions, even -n 
1 : | the 
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Ni The PREFACE. 
the Expenſe of Contradictory, as well. as Groumd- 
| teſs, Charges. Lrdred, from his ſaying I have not 
contradicted him i this, I ſhould, if it were pofſible, 
faſpedt that He hath not read that Anſwer of mine, 
to which He hath writ a Reply. As to the Church 
of England # elf, the great Bulwark, in my Jaae- . 

ment as well as His, againſt Popery ; I aſſured Him, 

_ { was ſo far from owning Any ſuch Conſequences 
as He talked of, that I did not at all ſee them: which, 
I think, is contradicting Him. And ] did, in ſeve- 
ral Places, ſhew that No ſuch Conſequences, as He 
fear d, could follow naturally from my Principles; 
which, at leaſt in my Juagment, are the moſt perfectly 
adapted not only for the keeping out Popery from en- 
tring at any Door; but for the extinguiſhing it a- 
mongſt All within Doors likewiſe, who profeſs and 
zmagine [They have ſhut it out. IE 

The Doctor having thus, by way of Apology for 
what He himſelf ſeems to think a little Jufamoas 
wit hout one, prepared His Reader with an Account 
of My Treatment of Himſelf and Others, of which 

1 now muſt leave it to every One to judge; begins the 
Charge, Before you are ſo free then, in caſting 
Reproaches on Others, as Popiſhly affected, Cc. 
that is, Before You are fo free, in doing what ] hope 
T never did; You would do well to put away 
if the Jeſuit, &c. The Particulars of this Charge 

'l ——_—— | Ny 
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i 1. That J entertain in niy Family a Feſutt : 

q that is, One who is now 2 Jeſuit: as the Doctor 
| 
| 


expreſſes his Aſſurance afterwards. As to this, the 
Doctor is to make good, againſt the Poſitive Evi- 
dence of the following Account, that Mr. Pillonniere 
zs ſtell one of that Politick Fraternity ; and carry- 
ing oz their Deſigns : aud conſequently, that All this 
= 3 3 Hiſtory | 


The PREFACE i 
HFiſtory, of the Particulars between Him and the Je” 
ſüults, is Grimace and Invention; that He and the e* 
7 ſuits re ſtill One Body, and One Soul; that here is no 
Proof of Any Real True Separation between them; 
| 3 and that the Publication of All this now, is very conſi- 
ſtent with a State of Friendſhip with Them. Which 
2 when the Doctor hath praved, I will undzrtake to prove 
that there can be No Evidence of Any like Matter of 
Fact. A Jeſuit in Diſguiſe may, to be ſure, in many 
Inſtances, act a Part. But a Jeſuit acting in every 
reſpect, at all Times, in every Place, a Part airett- 
ly oppoſite to Them ; giving an Account freely to All 
of the ſeveral Steps by which he left Them; referring 
to Multitudes of their own Letters; and to many of * 
4 Themſelves now living ; having no manner of Corre- 
1 /[pondence that can relate to them; making Satyrs, 
with the atmoit Freedom, and as freely communicating 
them, upon many Points nearly touching their Order; 
endeavouring to convert Perſons from the Romiſh Re- 
3 ligzon in France, as well as here; and communica; ing 
3 frequently with the Church of England; and having 
1 the ſame conſiſtent Principles always, and profeſſing 
them upon All Occaſions : This is ſuch an Infiance, as 
never yet was in Being: A Jeſuit in All Reſpeits, 
as unlike all other Tefaits, as any Proteſtant ix 
the World can be. Nor can it be at all to 
2 the Doctors Purpoſe, to produce An Thing that 
3 He may pleaſe to think Blame-worthy in Mr. P. 
but what can prove Him ſtill 4 Jeſuit: which 18 
the Charge. „„ „ 
2. That Mr. P. puts on the Air of a Free- thinter. 
To make this good, the Doctor must prove it, in the 
bad and late Senſe of that Word, as it ſignifies en A- 
theiſt, or an Infidel ; and as every one nom under- 
x (B) ſtands 
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ftands it. As for any other Senſe ; aither to allegs 


that be bath (hewa a great Diſlike of That, iz All Pro- 


teſtants equally, which He diſliked in Papiſts z or 
ſpoken freely of ſuch Things ; or been equully again 


Oppreſſion iz All Chriſtian Churches; or any the 


like Points; which ought to recommend Him the more to 


All Trae, Conſiſtent "Proteſtants : This will be no ©. 


more to the proving Him ſo deſerve this Character in 


the Bad Senſe of it, as it was defied, than it 


will to the proving the ſame of Many of the Bet 
Men, and Greateit Glories, of this, as well as other 
Reformed Churches. And when the Doctor ſhall 
diſcover a Free-thinker in that bad Senſe, voluntari- 
ly communicating with the Church of England; 


troubling Himſelf, of his own accord, to tranſlate 


Sermons purpoſely levelPd at his own Principles; as 


well. s Dy. Clark's Unanſwerable Demouſirati- 


ons of Religion; ana the like: this will be another 
Monder. But when this is dpne, the Doctor is to 
prove all this to bz a Demonſtration, (equal to 
He. ſighi that He is not a Free-thinker really, but 4 
Jeſuit : which will be ſtill a greater onder. 


3. That hs is My Intimate Companion, and Con- 


fhdent : a Thing nhich Ian Judge af, e's a 


can't be deceiv'd in; and which therefore, I affirm to 


nd 
the World, is an Invention, a mere Invention for 4 
th; Embelliſhment of the Infamy. Nor can the 


Doctor gib the leut Proof of This, unleſs He can 


prove that All who intrait Him with the Teaching of 


ein Children, make Him their Intimate Compani- 
on and Contident. This may come to be True, if 


ome Sort of Perſons go oa to abuſe Him, aud I find 
ihe lame Reaſons to think well of Him, as T do at pre- 
ul. Eat I nom mention this Particular, becauſe it. 
| |  had- | 
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F having help'd Me in My Evaſive I ay of Writ- 
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The PREFACE xi 
happens to be hitherto falſe in Fact; and to ſhem the 
World how freely the Gall flows from the Pen, mhen 
a Man is reſold to. ſtrite home; and hom Men ought 
to judge of thoſe Authorities the Doctor hath to pro- 
duce for this Attack, which have wantoaly led Him, 


f at the beginning of it : into a N eedleſs F alſhood. | 
4. The lg. Particular is, the Inſinuation of His 


ing, and at last to a Mental Reſervation in a 


4 ſolemn Appeal ro Go v. To which I need not an- 
ſmer. The World hath been too long a Witneſs to My 


Way of Writing, to need any Help to determine whe- 
ther it deſerves ſuch a Character: And for 'This Un- 


| parallePd Charge, Every One can judge, how becoming 
4 Gentleman, a Scholar, and a Chriſtian, 17 18. 


There is indeed ſomelittle Honour to me, in the miadſt 


6 f this Calumay, in ſuppoſing Me to be ſo little zuclin d, 


or inſtructed fur ſuch a Work, that I wanted” Help in 
it. But this Infamy hath been before the World al- 


ready, I have had Satisfaction encigh for My:-ſelf, 
in having clear d My own Reputation, by the ſole 


Force of Matter of Fact, mihort the Aſſiſtance 


ef the leait Publick Declaration, either of - Sor- 


row, or of Repentance, from Thoſe who had injured 


Me. If the Doctor can hav? Chriſtian Peace and 
Satisfaction mithin, in the Trought that Somebody 
told Him ſo; or can judge it a ſufficient Excufe 
For publiſbing Infamy, that He is only the Inſtrument 
f Others, aud can name Thoſe, who tell Him They* 
will prove it; or can reit in th: Imazination that He 
2 hath done All that can be expefied of a Chriſtian, in 
4 Sileutl/ witharawing One Scandal ow? of his Book, af- 
ter the Sale of it mut be fuppoſed pretty well over, 
and without the least Pablick . Hint to the Horld what 
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Part is left out, or upon what Account : If, I. ſcy, 


He can thus reſolve a Caſe of Conſcience to Himſelf, 


I confeſs, Icannot envy, but pity, ſuch a Peace: and 

if can do no leſs than recommend to Him, who ſpeaks ſo 

i much of the Authority of Mey, to conſult upon this 

. Subject, Any, even Heathen Moraliſt; or Any Diſ- 

if intereſted Cafuiit, of what Party or Denomination ſo- 

| ever, amongit Css... 4 
i 5. 1 will not here dmell upon ſeveral other Obſer- | 
i vations, which might be made upon this Charge; ſuch | 


as Theſe; 1. That Any Perſon of Humanity, who did 
not think Me void 4 Common Senſe, would ſuppoſe 
1 had both enquired, and received, very good Sa- 
tisfattion about Mr. P. before I entertaind Him. 
2. That I may be preſumed to be at leaſt as Cauti- 

ous, and as Careful, in this Caſe, as Others. 3. That | 
My own private Satisfaction about Any Man's Since- | 

Tity, & Reaſon enough for Me, in My Private 

Family, to make uſe of a Perſon for a particular 
Buſineſs, in which the Publick is not at all concern d. 
4. That à Publick Recantation, a Thouſand Times | 
repeated, is No. Suticfaction to the World, of the Sin- 


cerity of Any One, ſuſpeited of dealing in Mental 
| Reſervations ; but that the Tenour of a Man's Life, 
| and Matters of Fact (ſuch as are here related) are 
4 zhe only Subſtantial Proofs. 5. That the Jeſuits of A. 
| Parties, ſhew the World every Day, that there are No | 
Words nor Oaths, for which They cannot find an Eva- 
eue Interpretation, cen whilit They ſolemnly rake | 
f Them; and that therefore, the Falſeſt Men may 
lf nue Publick Recantations in Form, but cannot 
| produce well-atteſted Facts in their own behalf, | 


6. That the Air of 4 Free-thinker can be no De. 
monſtration equal to Eye-light, to Any, but One who 


knows no Difference between the ſtrongeſt Evidence 
| of Senſe; and the fainteit Shadow of Probability, or 
* mere. Poſſibility. ; or any Demonſtration at all, but 
10 One who can demonſtrate that All whom He calls 
Free-thinkers, are really.in their Intention Papiſts. 
7. That it could be no more a Crime in Me to enter- 
tain Mr. P. without Publick Satisfaction to the World, 
than it was in the Reverend Mr. Mills of Croydon, 
who entertain'd Him, not only before the late Archbi- 
ſhop's Death, but ſome Months after it ; and. then did 
not of his own accord diſmiſs Him. 8. That 2 it ſhould 
be ſo found at laſt, that We have both been deceiv d, it 
is but what hath happewd to Greater Men than Our. 
;, 3 ſelves; but that Nothing can be harder than to make 
- 3 ſach a Miſtake, an Argument of Our Leaning to- 
t 3 wards Popery ; which I freely give leave to All, who 
can, to ſuſpect of Me; if they will promiſe not to 
e be /o Inconſiſtent with Themſelves, as to tax me at 
r wy the ſame Time with too great a Dread of it. But 
.I may hope, for His Sake, that No Friends of His 
„will bring 4 Charge againit Me, in which He and 
I matt be equally involy/d. ' 
I.cannot think, indeed, of a more Comprehenſive, 
or leſs troubleſome,. Proof of this Charge, than for 
3 the Doctor to reſolve at once, that All . who differ 
from Him in any Points relating to the Authority, or 
Doctrine, or Diſcipline, or Liturgy of the Church 
_ of England, are Free-thinkers ; and that All Free- 
thinkers are, in their Intention and Deſign, Jeſuits : 
and then the Work is done at once, without troubling 
Himſelf farther about what He calls Logical Ho- 
neity ; or what All Chriftians call Chriſtian Cha- 
FEY. -- ...; : 8 1 
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But Facts are ſtubborn Things. Aud therefore, 


When He comes to the Proof of - His Charge, 1 


have a Right to Demand of Him, to keep to thæſe 


Four Particulars which I have jut nom ment ion d. 


I have the ſame Right to deſire All Perſons who 
Hall look into this ſcandalous Part of the Coutro- 
ver, to obſerve how ſtrictly He keeps to thoſe Points. 


And I think it no Izctvility to let Him know that, 
F He thinks fit to produce any Vouchers for any 
Facts, I expect He ſhould produce Men of known, 
and undoubted Veracity ; whoſe Teſtimony may be 
depended upon; whoſe Characters will bear to be 
zboroughly fifted and examin'd into: for to fift and 
examine into them thoroughly, T am in Fuſtice bound ; 
and will do it to the utmoſt of my Power. | 


I have this C omfort in my own Mind, that I 


have endeavourd, with all the Civility I was tapa- 
ble of, in a private Letter to Dr. Snape, to give 
Him Satisfaction about the Perſon whom I thought 


He had imured , and ſo, to put a more private Pe- 


riod to the Infamous Part of this Controverſy : 


which proceeded from nothing but the natural Deſire 


1 have, of being Eaſy with All Men, upon the quicke 
and beit Terms. I had not the good Fortune to ſa- 
tisfy the Doctor; tho I wrote the moit material 


Things, I could thick of, as exatly as my Memo- 


ry could furniſh Me with them, in the Abſence, 
and without the Kpowledge, of Mr. Pillonniere. 
When the Doctor produces His Witneſſes ; f They are 
Men of Honour and Integrity, I will pay Them All the 
Regard that is due to their Merit: but if They 
be not, I will join my helping Hand, that the World 
Gall be thoroughly appriz'd of it; and an injur d 
Stranger, under my Roof, not loſe His Reputati- 
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; 7o, what I nom mention, 1 mention for His Honour 5 


The PREFACE. ww 
on, and His Livelihood, at once, by Their Tefti= 
mMONY« *y 3 Fr ” \ A ITY, "AY 
J wrote alſo, with the ſame View, two Letters 
to the Reverend Mr. Mills, becauſe Common Re- 


port (often very falſe) had fix'a upon Him, ſome 


Part in the Doctor's Publication of this to the 
World. To the Second, He ſent me à very civil 
Anſwer, with the Hope, as He aſſur's Me, of giving 
Me Satisfaction. And from that Anſwer, I cannot 
but conclude (as He intended I ſhowld,) that He . 
not One of "Thoſe, who have undertaken the Proof 


ef Any Part of this Charge. And I mut conclua 
%, unleſs I will be ſo B 


aſe and Unjuſt to Him, 
as to ſuppoſe Him capable of the moſt Diſingenudus. 
Prevarication, and Mental Reſervation : The 
Thought of which, T have too much Honour for Him, 
to admit into my Heart, till I ſee other Proofs, be- 
ſides Common Report, of His having interpoſed... 
Himſelf in this Affair. And as His Name is only 
made uſe of, out of Neceſſity, in the following Ac- 


count of the ſeveral Places, where Mr. P. has liv'd ; 


3 that the World may know, Hz was not the Perſon 


upon whom the Doctor has any Allowance to de- 


pend, for the Proof of this Scandal. 


Whoever reads the following Account, will find in it 


All the Marks of Sincerity that can well be ſuppoſed in 
2 ſuch a Matter: ſo many Circumſtances indeed, as can 
ver) ſeldom meet together in the Caſe, even of the 
3 moſt Upright Perſons, to prove the Reality of their 
# Converſion. The Steps by which Mr. P. went on 
gradually in His Enquiries; the Regard which He 
¶ paid to what He thought Truth, even whilſt He em- 
| RE vraced Abſurdity inſtead of it ; His Sufferings for that 
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were deſion d 
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Regard, from the Jeſuits, ever mhilſt He was One 
of their own Bod); His Attention to what could. 
be urged to Him againſt his own Notions and De- 
{igns, even whilſt He was zealouſly bent upon pur- 


o fame them; His making uſe of good Principles, 


when He was. poſſeſſed of them, farther. than The 

9 , jel — 2 which he Poa 
them, through All their natural and juſt Conſe- 
quences ; His arriving, by theſe Degrees, to that 

Senſe of the Errors of Popery, which is the Reſult 
of 4 Well-form'd Judgment, and accompanied with a 
Zeal which could not permit that Senſe to be kept with. | 
in His own Breaſt ; His forſaking All that could be | 
dear to any one in this World, for the ſake of His 
Conſcience; and retiring to Proteſtant Countries, | 
4 perfect Stranger; and yet there ſlicking firm 
to the fame Principles, and not recommending. Him 
ſelf to Proteſtants, as He might have done, by com. 
plementing that in Them, which He coudemn'd in 
Papiſts: Without which Conſiſtency, I confeſs, 
1 ſhould have ſuſpeffed either the Strength of 
His Head, or the Truth of His Heart: And all 
the ſeveral Parts of His Conduit confirm'd by His 
producing Letters from Perſons, all but One, as T | 
think, now living ; by His naming tis own Father, 
and many others, who ' have it in their Power to | 


ſbame Him into Infamy, if what He has alleged be 


zot true. The Particulars of All which many f : 


His Fr tends have | heard from H. iin, ng 6 efor 2 He 9 


thought He ſhould hade this Cruel Occaſion of ! 


publiſhing them. And if Any can be ſo Unkind, as | 


to have any doubt abont thoſe Letters from the 


Jeſuits; They may at any Time ſes the Originals, | 
as I have dene, with the Seal of the Society, which: | 


Me PREPACE. wil 
They all generally male uſe of. Thzſe Letters, in. 
deed; b) a particular Providence, He hath kept by © 
im, without imagining that he had any greater Rea- 
ſon to preſerve theft, than ſeveral others which He 
* hath loft: And ] am the readiey to call it à Particus 
lar Providence; not only becauſe they are ſo clear - 
2 Proofs, in His Vindication ; but becauſe They ſeem 
in a particular Manner wanted at this Time, to 


allarm Proteſtants, by ſhewiny Them the. Topics 

7 -/c4 in the Church of Rome, to awe the Spirits 

of An who would think for Themſelves, and t0 

keep them to the Romiſh Centre of Unity: hen 

Z Proteſtants - find "ſuch uſe made of the Words, 

Church-Authority, Leaders; Current Received 

Opinions, Unity, Schiſmatick, Heretick, Unin- 

terrupted Suoceſſion, Aſſemblies of Learned and 

FTious Men, the Arrogance and Pride of judging 

i differently from Others; and many of the like Sort: One 
would hope that it ſhould move them neither to preſs, 

2 nor admit, any ſuch Topics, ſo far as to condemn. 

> their Own Separation from Rome; nor to break in 

f upon the Conſciences of Others, and in that, to dz: 

it © ftroy even their Own Right of Juaging for Them: 

aver ii © ne 

1 I. is an eaſy Matter for Us, who, by the good 

„ Providence of Go p, live at Eaſe in our Poſſeſs 

o ons, and enjoy, in Peace and Quiet, all the Sup- © 

be ports of Good Preferments, to C enſure aud Fudge 

of Bf Thoſe, who are without All ſuch Comforts, and hate 

ic © experienced quite another Fate. As for  My:ſelf, 

of and All of Us, who have flouriſh'd in the 8 antbine 

as | of this World; I pray Go p, when We appeey af His 

he. Tribunal, He may have as manifold and ffrong 

Is, Proofs of Our Sincerity in Religion, as He hat) 
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produced of His. I fear that Education, Prepof 


ſeſſion, Submiſſion to Authority, Proſperity, Cen- 
ſoriouſneſs, Defamation, and Calumny, ho hap- 
pemng to take Place in the Beſt Cauſe, and the ſet on 
fire by a Zeal for the Beſt Church in the World, wil! 


not furniſh Us with Any ſuch Demonſtration. 
Certainly, if All Honour be not periſh'd from amongſt 
Men; if Party-Fury has not quite extingniſh'd Al! 
5 Senſe of Juſt and Good ; every one who hath the Soul of | 
1 a Gentleman, or a Chriſtian, will make This his Om 
l Caſe; and think what Sentiments He ſhould then have. 
. Put Jour: ſelf in His Condition, whoever, and of what 
i | Party ſoever you are; ſuppoſe Tour-ſelf to have a-. 
hl banacnzd all the Comforts of Life in your Native 
| Country; to have got free from the Ties of Rela- | 
„ tion and Friendſhip; 10 have broken from the Em. 
b braces amd Tears of a Tender Father, Fog the In- 
1 treaties aud Importunities of the. Kjndeſt Friends; % 
and, when Every other Allurement drew Jou bach, 
for the Sake of Tour Conſcience alone, to have 
come into a Strange Country, deſiring little belides | 
a hoſpitable Retreat from Perſecution, Oppreſ- } 
lion, and Want: and there to find Tour-ſelf at- 
rackd by the ſame Spirit, from which Jou had flæd; 
and, for the Sake of One, who had received You 
under His Noof, rob'd, as far as the hearty En- 
| deavours of ſome Men could rob You, of Jour Reputa- 
tion, and in that of All Hopes of a future Patronage 
and Subſiſtence. What Man of Honour, or 
who that hath the leaſt ſpark of Natural Genero; 4 
ſity, unoppreſsd by Party, or Zeal; or, who that fy, 
knows what the Love of a Chriſtian means, can 
forbear to take ſome Part in a Caſe, which might 
have been His Owa ? For My-ſelf; when 1 1 
5 [ N mi. 
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bat He ſuffers for My Sake; that if He had not 

ben, Jo, unhappy, as 10 live with Me, He might 
7 have paſs'd his Tim: much more in Quiet; at leait,' 
® unmoleſted by fo Publick, and ſo Noify an Attack; 
aud that All This hath been laid heavy upon Him, 
® becauſe He is in My Family: I ſhould think, 
ſe All the Bleſſings and Secu- 


My ſelf anwortiy 1 75 
frity I. enjoy in My Native Country, and in the 
f Church in which I was Educated, if I did not 
lool upon My: ſelf obliged, in Honour and Con- 
eience, to give Him Al the Support which Truth 
E Fard Juſtice can require; and to Defend Him in 
All the Methods which the Laws of GOD and of 
„Man permit and juſtify, _ 
F Any of 7. Joſt who have Themſelves found a 
Phelter here from Perſecution, have been incited 
F» Others, to add to the Load which Dr. Snape 
„ Pas laid upon Mr. Pillonniere ; as All the World. 
» Far ſe that this is intirely levelPd, at this Time 
„ peculiarlj, against Me, who have neither injur'd 
For provok'd Them: So, whenever this ſhall ap- 
. eer 70 be true, I ſhall be obliged in Juſtice to 
My-ſelf, to turn my Thoughts, and the Eyes of 
Be World, from Thoſe who are the Inſtrumentæ, 
Ju 4 þ Thoſe who ſet Them on work, To Themſelves, 
hall only jay nom, that I have in no Part of 
* Carriage towards Fhem, or Their Intereit, de- 
r' Any ſuc Uſage at their Hands: And if 
Hey ſbould, lip in any Motives, be induced to it, as 
am confid nt I hey will find but little Fruit in it, be- 
es Repentance ; jo 1 hope, I ſhall be always ready to 
ew Them that ] know no other Revenge, but the Re- 


prning Them Good for Evil. 
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© viere in my Family, after a full Enquiry inta | F 
© his Character, and upon the Teſtimony of Thoſe | , 


of Him; that I have never ſeen any thing in 
„his Deportment, nor heard any Thing from | 
Him, bur what perfectly agrees with the Ae- 


was Humane, Gentleman-like, aud Chriſtian, 


To what Mr. P. bath alleged for Himſelf in the | 
* ollawt * Account, J 1 have only 40 add My Teſtimo- 1 
ny, in ſuch a Comprehenſive Porm, . 4s 19 fal 
eapreſi what I think due 70 Him, 


1 do hereby aſſure the World, tas, as „ 3 
tat firſt induced to entertain Mr. De Ls Pillon. 1 


ac to be che Beſt Judges of Men, j 
and the heartieſt Enemies to Popery ; ſo, I have 1 
found Him fully to anſwer the Character given 


6 count which He has now given the World of # 
s Himſelf; that He hath Trough his whole Con- 
© du&t behaved Himſelf, in all Reſpects, as al 
* True Chriſtian, and a True Proteſtant ; and particu- 
* Jarly, has not omitted, as I know of, Any Op 
+ portuffity of voluntarily receiving the Commu- 
© nion in the Church of England, either in the Conn 
tri, or at London: which I mention, becauſe 5 
{ think it abſolutely incompatible either with his 


„ {till being a Real Jeſuit ; or his putting on rl ? 
Air of 4 Free-Thinker.? 1 


T Iitele thought, when T firſt heard f Dr, I 
Name in this Controverſy, that I ſbould meet wit 
an) Thing in his Behaviour towards me, but whit 


know from whence it proceeds, that fo many Perſo f | 
of Great Natural Humanity; of 4 Gentlemai 
like Temper in all other Reſpettn, and I dou 


the not, of great Sincerity in the Profeſſion of Chri- 
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ſtianity; are ſeen often to forget Themſelves, upon 
ſome particular Occaſions, npon which, according to 
all My Notions of Religion, 'They ought moſt" of 
all to ſhew Themſelves Examples . of Every Good- 
natured, and Compaſſionate Virtue, And I lament 


it the more, for knowing it: becauſe T am well af> 


ſured, that 4 Zeal without Charity, is much worſe _ 
than a Zeal without Knowledge. I cannot for- 
bear to pity a Man of His Character, and in His 
Station, when I ſee Him deſcend ſo low, as to 
make Himſelf the Inſtrument of conveying Other 
Meas Dirt, and Scandal, into the View and Noiſe 
of the Publick, I leawe the World to jadge 
of the Provocations, I have ever given, to ſuch 
Treatment ; and Himſelf to the Review of the Two 
laſt ever memorable Inſtances of it: and (ball only add 
the Words of Mr. Chillingworth zz his Deaication 
of his Noble Work to King Charles I. 

It is an Argument of a deſpairing and loſt 
* Cauſe, to ſupport it ſelf with K 
© ous Oateries and Clamours, the Taint Refages 
of Thoſe that want better Arguments; like 
* that, Szoick in Lucian, that cried, w f 
hi 22 Villain! when he could ſay nothing 
I forgive both the Publiſher of theſe Calumnies, 
and All Thoſe who have lent their Helping Hands 
to ſuch good Work : and Jo take leave. 


„ Be Bangor. 
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verend Dr. Sherlock Conſiderations. bat there 


in My Anſwer zo the Report of the Committee, Oc. 
which will le publiſb d towards the beginning of the Minter. 


A, jor what there is of Another kind in it; if He finds any 
Inward Satisfaction in repreſenting me in the moſt odions Co- 


tours, I am ſorry for it. His making Me anſwerable for what 


Others write, tho never ſo much as ſeen by Me, before the 
Publication of it. His inſinuating, that I have encouraged 


a Perſon to abuſe the whole Clergy of the Nation, in 
order to raiſe My own Character; of which I am as in- 
nocent, as I am of Any Deſign againſt My own Life, p. 70. 
His charging Me with repreſenting All whom J like not, 
as meer Worldlings ; when, Go D kniws, ¶ have thought, 
and do think, in this Reſpect, as well of Them from whom J 
differ, as I defire te be thought of, My ſelf. His putting Im- 


poſſible Senſes upon My Words, to ſupport this Charge: aud 
zuterpreting Semences to be Perſonal Injurious Reflexions, 


which only relate to the Conſeguences of Men's Doctrines. 
Above all, His complementing Me with One of the vileſt 
Characters in the Roman Hiſtory, p. 65. with putting on 


the Outſide of Charity, even whilſt I am deſigning to give 


the very worſt Idea of an Adverſary : as an Introducti- 
on to which, He has alledg d nothing but this, that I had 
firſt call d Him, (what I truly efteemd Him) a Man df 
Weight, and Abilities; and had afterwards repreſented 
His way of defending His Sermon, to be not Satisfactory, 
but ſuch as would ſerve to defend Any Sermon in the 


World: As if He who is civil to a Man from whem He 
differs, is very like Domitian ; aud as if repreſenting a Per- 
ſon, as not defending His Sermon well, were the giving the 


very worſt Idea of an Adverſary. I would to GOD 1 
could not fay by Experience, that this is not the very worſt 
. Idea 


* * 
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INCE the Writing of this, 1 have receiu'd 75 Bo 
is of Argument in this Piece, I ball conſider 
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Idea 2 can . given 107 an u Adel, All the World for 
the Innocence of it! and that by the ſame way of arguing, 
there is not a Man who: has writ Controverſy 'wwith Civi- 
9 lity, or with a good Opinion of bis Adverſary's Abilities, wha 
is not entitled to this ſame agreeable and human Compariſon. 
Theſe and the like Particulars, zogether with ſome pechli- 
2 ar Flowers of Expreſſion, incline me to fear (what I uſed to 
declare, againſt the Suſpicions of All others, to be impoſſible,) 
7 zhat the Dean is not a Stranger to a Book written ſome 
time ago, on purpoſe to ſet my Conduct towards the Cletgy, 
in the very ſame Light, = by the ſame Methods. This 
Conduct of ſome towards Me, inclines me to ſhew my Bre- 
thren of the Clergy that I value their good Opinian too 
= much to be content to lie ſtill under ſuch Uukind, aud wholly 
1 Undeſerved, Repreſentations ; by clearing My Reputation 
From ſo heavy Charges; every one of which, I do not doubt 
70 prove to be groundleſs. And this will put me under a Ne- 
ceſſity of entring into many Particulars, which may ſerve 
ro diſcover, at leaſt in great part, the True Ground 25 it 
and ſome, which the Doctor, I knew not why, is ſo kind 
4 to hint to the World, I am unwilling ſhould be dwelt Va 
on, p. 70. in which I aſſure Him, He is miſtaken. - 
A, for Mr. Sykes's Second Letter, whichggs made the 
Poor Pretente of treating Me in ſuch a Manner; nothing in 
= :e World could be more natural, than for Me to put 4 
Poſtſcript ro a Book written in Anſwer to One, in which 
WH 1 had been very freely dealt with : without imagining that 1 

das to be made the Object of the Doctor's Reſentment, for 
any thing that he ſhould not like in that Book; which indeed, 
aid not look into, before it was publiſhed. The main of 
re Argument in it, I think to fe Unanſwerable : and ſo 
Woes every Body, that I have hel of, as. well Friend as E- 
ſemy. The Perſonal Mixtures in it, Mr. S. does not ex- 
pect me, to anſwer for, tho the Doctor does: I having ne- 
Ter, either in this, or any other Inſtance, adviſed or encou- 
aeed any thing of that Sort. The Uſage the Doctor has 
given Him, the World will not eafily think to proceed ſolely 
Fom a Perfwafi ton, that His Perfurmance is contemptible. I 
| am 
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( xxiv. } b 
am ſorry 20 fee fuch a Sentence as the laſt, zn this Performances” 1 
drop from the Pen of oo Clergyman : wot becauſe the Do- 
Gor repreſents Me as having a Tool, and Mi. 8. as being 
one, which Me both Diſdain; and which He knew: from 4 
My Affurance to be otherwiſe r bat becauſe of the Manner, 
in which He has choſen to do this. No one who has read ö 
Mr. S. can doubt of his Ability to defend Himſelf. For My 
Self; 1 will at preſent give the Dean no farther Uneaſineſs, 
than to wiſh Him better Uſage than He has given Me; 
and to aſſure Him, that I will ſtill endeavenr to preſerus 
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65 that Temper of Writing, and Appearance of Charity, 
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TY. 4. I. 13. for and read or. p. 11. I. 10. for nor read and. 

p. 19. I. 21. after Truth, add, And I could nor condemn 

your Deſign, without condemning My felf, p. 39. 1.24. 4ele 
leave. 5 
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138 P. 8. J. 10, before good put Your, p. 14. J. 28. after write 

add to me. p. 15. I. 11. for Pictures read Picture. p. 16. I. 8. 

for our read any. p. 18. in the Note, I. 2, read neceſſary. p-· 20. 

ny I. 9. dele new. p. 21. I. 29, for eule, read CUES. P. 22. I. 1. 
for prez, read pres. | Ef 
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1 N B. The Author Mpreparing this Vindication in 
: French alſo, in order to be publiſhed abroad. | 


NB 


> \\ F 
. \} 


\ 
— ; U 
— , E - . — WI 2 0 
— 7 * 1 * * y . 
— 1 4 4 " b S, - 
* 7, *. "> * 
L v p 
%._ — — 4 \ — 1 od 2 _ 8 * % Wo 2 
- — — N 
. — .” DIR + ans - 


— * 
AU. i 4. A G * * * 1 at n 5 8 PEE TEE * ELL TIE i 9% af Ah PEPIN: "he" 
a. "Y . 1 4 —_ : 1 G * * 


INTRODUCTION 


DO TEE. 7 — SN] 8 1 always knew that Perſonal 
„ Abuſes are made uſe of, to give 
life to a Deſperate Cauſe amongſt 
the Fulgar, by Men who have no 
* other Weapon againſt Sincere Lovers 
of Trath, than Faiſbood; and no 
better Way of defending what 
They call Religion, than Paſſion and 
Calamny : So, 1 believe, there never 
was à more Remarkable Inſtance of this, than what 
Dr. Snape has given the World in his late Controverſy, 
by Publickly and Poſitively Charging Me with being a 
Perſonated Jeſuit under the Shape of a Free-thinker, with- 
out any the leaſt Ground, or any the leaſt Relation to 
the Argument he was then upon. 
Whilſt it was only whiſpered about by ſuch Men, 
that 1 was whatever They pleaſed to call me, tho' I 
6 | Oo” could 
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could have made the World immediately ſenſible of 
their Weakneſs or Injuſtice, T choſe to let em weary, 
themſelves with their ſhort-liv'd Sl/auders ; as knowing 
that Time, and an Unblameable Conduct muſt wear them 
off; that they would bring at laſt the whole Same 
upon the S/auderers, and that the Confidering, Equitable 
and Generous Part of the World is not at alt influencyl 
by them. | 5 
But ſince I am now called upon in ſo boiſterous and 
inhuman a Manner to give the Proteſtant World an 
Account of My-ſelf, (the Sincerity of whoſe Converſi- 
on, and-whoſe Honeſty, was never queſtioned in the 
Pqpiſb) and ſince the Lord Biſhop of Bangor ought not 
to be reviled for his Kindneſs to Me; I ſhall lay hold 
of this unexpected, but welcome Opportunity, to put 
a ſtop once for all to all manner of Obloquy, and to 
appear in the Eyes of Men whar I am in the Eyes of God, 
and of Al who know Me, a hearty and fincere Friend 
tothe True Proteſtant Cauſe, tho traduced by Some, who 
would have us think Them the great Promoters of the 
ame, as one of the mos? Treacherous of its Enemies. 
I ſhall give Dr. Snape as full SatisfafFion * on this 
Point, as He can poſſibly wiſh for; and it may be 
more. I ſhall ſet forth Notorious and Unexceptionable 
Matters of Fatt, and trace the different Steps by which 
an Early and Inquiſitive Love of Truth led Me to ſuch 
Principles as have raiſed ſo much Calumny againſt Me; 
for the ſake of which Principles oz/y, having parted 
with every worldly Thing that could be dear to Me, 
| J am now pretty well contented to undergo the Re- 
| proaches of New Enemies, in hopes of a little Share in 
| the Merit of oppoling Once more the True Spirit and 
Main Foundations of Popery. ; 
. After I have done this, I ſhall let every one weigh 
| in his own Thoughts, how Barbarous and Unchriftian 
it is in a Proteſtant Clergyman to Rob One, who was 
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once in the Depth of Popery, and is come over into 
Foreign Countries to {cek, with Uprightneſs and Simpli- 
city of Heart, for the Proteſtant Truth, of the. only 
Things he has not loſt in Purſuance of it, viz. his Re- 
tation, and new Friends: How little Encouragement 
theſe Mighty Enemies of the Church of Rome (who are 
already entitled to its Thanks on ſo many other Ac- 
counts) give to choſe who would Forſake, or have 
thoroughly Forſaken iz; how void not only of Chari- 
zy, but of Common Equity, They muſt be, who attempt 
to wound the Character of a Chriſtian Prelate, by Blac- 
kening that of One of his Family ; and how weak Their 
Malice will appear, when it ſhall be ſeen that They have 
no hing to alledge for Their Charge againſt Me, but 
that I was ten Years ago a Jeſuit ; a Misfortune which 
I have owned openly every where, and which I have 
told the World of My own accord ſix Months ago in 
Print *. | | | 

In order therefore to perform thoroughly what U 
have now undertaken, I muſt trouble the World with 
an Account of My-ſelf from My Youth ; which, know- 
ing how little acceptable any thing that is Perſonal is, 
I ſhall endeavour to render throughout Beneficial and 
Inſtructive. And in this, I cannot forbear, and I hope 
it will be allowed me, to mention ſeveral Particulars 
relating to Men of Note amongſt the Jeſuits, and 
Others of the Church of Rome; which may perhaps 
ſeem not ſo cloſe to the main Point, but will, I think, 
be very entertaining to the Curious and Learned 
World. It will appear from hence, in what Manner I 
was drawn in to be a Jeſuit; how I Behaved My-ſelf, 
and was Treated among em; what Reaſons perſwaded 
Me to part with them; upon what Terms I was then 
with them, and have been ever ſince: How ſome 
Years after, I came to turn Proteſtant, and to be Forced 
out of Frauce; how I ſpent My Time in Holland firſt, 


; * Is the Title Page of My Tranſlation of My Lord's Preſei- 
| vablve, ſold at Mr. Caſtel's, in Greek- ſtreet, near Soho-Square, 
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and ſince in England, to this Day. From the whole 

ot which Account, it will appear evident beyond de- 

nial, that I never put on the Air of a FRER-THIxXk ER, 
nor any thing like it: And that this Part of the Ac- 
cuſation is as falſe and groundleſs as the Other. 

After this, I will ſhew that Dr. Snape s Principles 
have more Popery in em than Mine; and that He is, 
in the Notions which He hath publiſh'd, not only De- 

' _ Fitute himſelf of that True, Sober, and Commenda- 
ble Freedom of Thinking, (which is included in the ve- 
ry Notion of a Proteſtant, and ſo great an Ornament 
| both to One's Religion and Underſtanding, and which 
| none but Ignorant and Deſigning Men can Miſtake or 
S | Miſrepreſent for Libertiniſm,) but allo a great Enemy to 
| 


it in Others, and by conſequence (I do not ſay, De- 
ſign) a Fellow-Labourer of the Papiſts in Leading the 
. World into that faviſh way of Thinking, which as it 
|| has been always the True Mother of All Superſtition, 
ſo it is the Only Support and Playfible Topic of Falſe 
Fe- thinking or Atheiſm, 1 85 
I need not make an Apology for any of my Impro- 
prieties in a Language, in the Writing of which 1 
cannot be ſuppos'd to be perfectly skilld. I hope | 
have taken Care, with the Aſſiſtance of Friends, that 
No Groſs Faults are left in it, to diſturb, or darken 
the Senſe. It is a Language in which I take the greateſt 
Delight, becauſe of the Excellent and Incomparable 
Books written in it: Burt My not being at all uſed tq/ 
write in it, hath forced me to take more Time, and 
indeed hath been the only Reaſon why this Work 
hath not been publifh'd ſooner, 1 . 
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4. Ade of M [y-ſelf during the Time 4 
__ «vas. a Jeſt, * 
I Was not yet quite Fifteen Years old, when! liſted 


My-ſelf amongſt the Jeſuits : contrary to My Fa- 
ther's Intentions, who had before placed me under 


their Inſtruction, but not with a Deſign that I ſhould 
become One of them My-ſelf, I had gone through 
almoſt all my firſt — under them, and I was 
then their Boarder at Paris. At the End of a Second 


Year of Rhetorick, I was drawn into this Reſolutions 


by the Learned Father Hardouin, who has ſo much 


ſtartlec the World by his Dreams about the Writers 
Both of ſacred and profane Antiquity, and who had 
the beſt Opportunities of inſinuating what He pleas d 


into me, by being my Confeſſor. 


During the Noviciate, I was wholly employ'd, as 
my other Felfow Jeſuits were, in a perpetual Train 
of Superſtitions and Devout Trifles, which are won- 
derfatly well fitted to blunt and keep under young 
Minds, and inure them to the Great Precept of 
BLIND OBEDIENCE, f which is more than equal 


to any of the Commandments of God, amongſt the 


25 uits. After that, I was calld to the Scudy ot 
Philoſophy at their College. 

There I begun to hoard up in my Memory that 
dark Set of Sounds which afterwards ſo prodigiouſly 


diſtracted my Mind: The Founder of the Order, R- 


natius Loyola, having guarded it againſt the Poiſon of all 
New or Experimental Philoſophy by this Statute : In 


Philoſophid ſequendus W Let Ariſtotle be follows 


1 


by Note, That this is-an Extra? of a much larger Account, 
wwhic wrote Nine or Ten Years ago in Defence of My-/e«! 
againft tbę Jeſuits, K | 1 . ed 
: e Motto of the Jeſuits. 
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ed in Philoſophy I chanced upon a Profe for, 9 whe! 


was a much greater Admirer of the Old Philoſophy 
than ordinary: And. in a very little Time, Ariſtotle 
and My Maſter, were with me the Two greateſt Men 
that ever livd. Whether it was becauſe the Feſuirs 
took care of keeping out of our Reach the Works of 
the Modern Philoſophers ; or becauſe they knew how to 
manage us into a Contempt and Abhorrence of them; 
for many Years I never read any; and yet was, upon 


truſt, One of the moſt violent Zealots againſt them. 


At firſt indeed, I quite loſt. My. ſelf amongſt the 
Univerſalia, the Entia Rationis, Subſtantial Forms, &C. 
and had been wholly diſpirited, unleſs ſome Friends, 
who knew the Art of managing young Minds, had 

adviſed Me above all Things againſt any Miſtruſt of 


My-ſelf, or Baſhfulneſs. I believed them, and got 


Applauſe by meer Dint of Forwardneſs. We had 
three Times a Week a ſhort Lecture of Mathematicks ; 
but I ſhghred them then, being told on every Hand, 


that they had nothing to do with the Preferments of 


the Order. 
It is the Yearly Cuſtom to ſend the young Philoſo- 


phers into all the different Colleges of the Order, to | 
teach good Literature. I was ſent to Rouen the 
Chief City of Normandy. Being ſpur'd on by the 
Applauſe of the Old Jeſuits, who are generally more 
taken with the Gaiety and Forwardneſs of a Genius, 


than with the real Treaſures of an enlighten'd and 


ſolid Mind ; I looked upon Poetry then, as the Ma- 


ſter- piece of Human Underſtanding. But I was call'd 
to other Studies. For when this firſt $chool-maſterſhip 
1s ended, there 1s a Year appointed for repeating 


Philojophy, in order to fit their Youth the better for 


Divinity. And They did me the Honour for that 


End, to recal me to Paris. 


— 


* Father Germond, who bas writ againſt Father Mabillon, * 


Jcarned Benedictine, 
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I was forced then to reſume the Study of Sch Pi. 
loſophy. But being now leſs fond of Applauſe, and 
| grown more conſidering, I was loth to beſtow ſo much 
Time upon learning by Heart an incomprehenſible 
Jargon, only to utter it with Pomp, and to be cal- 
led a Maſter of it. The natural Sympathy of our 
Minds with Truth, and an Innate Inſtinct for Sound 
Reaſon, very ſeldom fails to inſpire us with a ſecret 
Diſlike of theſe empty Studies; even when our Ideas 
are not yet ſufficiently unfolded to diſcover fully all 
their Vanity and Folly, or to lead us to Any thing 
Fllen RR 
At length, a diſſatisfied and helpleſs Curioſity mo- 
ved me to apply to Father Hardouin, whom I thought 
poſſeſſed of the Key of true Knowledge, as He 
hinted now and then he was, and as every Thing 
almoſt induced me to believe; particularly, the Fond- 
neſs of many Jeſuits, (and ſome of Note,) for his O- 
pinions ; his great Piety; his labotious Life beyond 
Expreſſion, and immenſe Reading; his being penſi- 
Joned by the Clergy of France, for writing his unfortu- 
nate Hiſtory of Councils, or his Romance, as he was 
ont to call it; and Jaſtly, the greateſt Enchanter of 
all, Friendſhip. As for what I heard now and then 
about the Raſhneſs of his Opinions, I took it to be 
Envy, or want of Inſight into them. Whether it was 
What he did not think Me Ripe enough, or that he 
as afraid of new Storms; Father Hardouin would 
ot for a long while lead me into his Secrets. He- 
dviſed me only to improve My-ſelf in Greek, and to 
earn Hebreu, raiſing my Expectation on the one 
and by his Dark Reſervedneſs, and on the other 
y his wonderful Promiſes. In the mean while, I 
Fas entertaining My-ſelf with the Books of Devotion 
Fritten by the Myſtical Divines, which kept up the 
Wncere Deſire of ſerving God, I was poſſeſſed with, 
nd afforded me rapturous Ideas of him, tho' not at 


clear, nor very often worthy of the Infinite Wiſe 


* 
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1 longed for Divinity with the Greedineſs of 2 


Young Man, whoſe Ardour was almoſt worn out fot 


profane Learning. I did not queſtion but that Dis 


vinity would fill the prodigious Emptineſs, which 
_  School-Philoſophy had produced in Me. I was diſap- 
pointed to a great Degree. I met in School-Divinity, | 
with yet more of what had made Me begin to Nau- | 
ſeate School- Philoſophy : viz. a Boundleſs Labyrinth of | 
Unintelligible Opinions, apt either to harden, or to 
confound young Minds; either to implant in them a 
Total Diſregard to Truth, or to take away from em 
all manner of Diſcernment and Taſte of it: a fulſom 


Jargox and intolerable angling, which teaches you 


to give, and to receive, Words inſtead of Things, 


Quibbles inſtead of Anſwers, Quotations inſtead of Rea- 
ſons, Paſſion inſtead of Seuſe, the groſſeſt Errors for 
conſtant Truths, Fantaſtical Opinions for Articles of 
Faith, Trifles for Fundamentals, and the dark Imagina- 
tions of Men, and abſurd Contradictions, for the My- 
fteries of God. 


Nevertheleſs, as little fond as I was of School Divi- 
nity, I did not get rid of thoſe Prejudices, which | 
made the Way for my receiving F. Hardouin's Extra- 
vagancies. I ſtill retain'd for the preſent, theſe Two | 
very pernicious Diſpoſitions, viz. an awful Venerati- 
on tor ſuch School-Tenets as were looked upon as Fun- 
damentals of Religion, tho' never ſo Abſurd ; and a | 
| ſecret Antipathy for Clearneſs, or a Certain Spite againſt 

plain Reaſon. | ; 

F. Hurdouin ran more and more in my Head, and 
I longed to behold his boaſted Diſcoveries. He 
yielded at laſt ſomething to my Importunity, on Oc- | 
caſion of the famous Queſtion about the 70 Me E of | 
Daniel, and I got from Him his Book of the Chronolo- 


n 


gy of the Old-Teſtameat Reſtored by Medals. 


Tho' I was pleaſed with his Opinion, I was 
ſtruck with nothing more than with what he inſinu— 
gates concerning a Ser, of Atheiſts, leagued in order to 
root out true Religion from amongſt Men. This 
Hint! 
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Hint kindled my Zeal, and enflamed my Euriof ty! 
But finding F. H. till very reſerv'd and Riff, 1 refoly'd 
to try — Method, which was to get the Know- 
ledge of His Syſtem from One of his greateſt Adverſaries; 
Father Journemine, one of the very learned Authors 
of the Journal of Trevoux ; a Perſon of a very great 
Memory and Heat; and who was Profeſſor of Divini- 
ty at Rouen, when 1 was there. And He, by ſpeaking 
to Me with wonderful warmth and fluency, againſt F: 
Hardouin's Notions, anſwer'd My Aim ; which was to 
know what they were. 

He told Me, that F. H hinted at 4 bes 
Faction, made up of Ancient and Modern Authors; 
whom He charged with a very Impious and Atheiltt- 
cal Syſtem indeed ; but which had Being no where 
elſe x hay in F. Hardonin'n crazy Brain; and on which 
nevertheleſs he had built his oven Imaginations; about 
the Works of the Fathers, and almoſt ali the profane 
Authors not being Genuine. I deſired F. Tournemine 
to rell me what was that Atheiſtical and Chimerical 
5 Syſtem, of which He ſp ake. F. Tournemine anſwered; 
+4 that F. H. charged the "Lak of thoſe Books with 
5 having no other GoD but T xv TH, (which was not 


 a2SunsrTANnce)and with deſigning to draw the World 
25 into their Atheiſm, by their damnable Way of Rea- 
ſoning upon that Subject 
pt PF. Tournemine let ſlip a Word, in the Courſe of out 


ry Converſation, viz: That the two Ancient Books, F. 
WW Hardovin had moſt ſpite againſt, were St. John Da- 
4 maſcen, and St. Auguſtin's Second Book about Free- will. 
T Y This latter I went to read at my firſt leiſure Hour, in 
the Library. I found in it at large the Atheiſtical 
of and Chimerical Reaſoning about Fxurn, te which 
Iſaw that St. Auguſtin appropriated Gop READ. 
Being ſtrongly prepoſſeſs'd with ſome of the dark 
Notions of the Schools, which J had been taught to 
ook upon as ſacred, I could not judge very favoura- 
ly of this Book avout Free. will, whoever were the 
Author of it. 1 thought within My-ſelf, that if the 
| 'Q Prins 


(70 


Principle was not Ox THO DOx, as F. Rn al. 
fured me, and my Teachers had led me to believe, it 
was pot, it could not be the more ſo, for being in a 


Book that went under a Saint's Name. I began to 


ſuſpect that F. Hardouin was not ſo full of Dreams as 
it was commonly thought; that the Number of his 
Adverſaries was a very poor Criterion of Truth; that 
there was no Reaſon why F. Hardouin ſhould not be 
allowed to propoſe his Arguments about meer Mat- 
ters of Faf, and to call them into queſtion, as well 


as other Criticks, if he had any good Ground for it; 


and, after all, that it would be a great piece of Ini- 
quity to condemn him without having heard him. 
Whilſt I was revolving theſe Thoughts, with St. 


Auguſtins Book laid open before me, E. Hardouin, who | 
was the Library-Keeper, comes in. Finding Me in a 


very good way, He led me into his Secrets for the 
firſt Time. He inſtructed me for many Hours toge- 
ther, both about the Atheiſtical Principle, and Here- 
tical Conſequences, of the Syſtem of the ROGUES 


Les FRIPONS, (which was the Name he conſtant- 


ly gave to Thoſe whom his Adverſaries call d the 
FATHERS OF THE CHURCH, that 1s, to the Au- 
thors of thoſe Books that went under their Names, 
and to a great many Modern Writers) He told Me 
athouſand Things very entertaining, and very worthy 
to be offered to the Curioſity of the Publick : But I 


will not enlarge upon His Fancies, both becauſe it \ 


would require a long Digreſſion, and becauſe a Friend 


of mine, tho' without My leave, or My reviewing | 


them, has printed in Holland, in the Memoirs of Lite- 
rature, many Paſſages borrow'd from my Manuſcript, 
which may give a ſufficient Inſight into F Hardouin's 


Syſtem. I will only ſay, that He cautioned Me vehe- f 
mently and paſſionarely againſt Reaſon, begging Me | 
to fly from it as from the Plague, and making rapturous # 
Exclamations upon the unſpeakable Bleſſings of O r+ ! 


THQDOXY, and BLIND Farrtn. Some learned Men, 


both Proteſtants and Papiſts, ha ve falſſy imagined that 
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F. Hardouin's Prepoſſeſſion for Medals, or his Deſign to 
ſerve ſome Political End of the Society, had given 
Z this ſtrange Turn to His Thoughts. But it was not 
ſo. His blind Submiſſion to the Church of Rome 


firſt, and after that His religious Infatuation for the 


EZ Tenets of the Schools, (which He takes to be, as the 


whole Society does, the Standards of OR THODOxY) 
are the two true Springs of his Exorbitancies. For ha- 
ving found inthe Ancient Books, hardly any thing like 
the OxTrHoDoOx Doctrines of the CuuRrcn, nor 

the Schools; or rather having found the Reverſe ; He 
infers very conſiſtently, that theſe Books never came 
from the Pen of pious Men Sainted by the Church, 
and who were, no doubt, OxTHoDox. As for my 
Part, whatever other People may think of his ſeem- 
ing Crazineſs, this is my Notion of Him, that F. H. 
muſt be allowed a more competent Judge of the 
Meaning of theſe Books, than all the Jeſuits beſides, 
as being of greater Sagacity, and incomparably more 
converſant with them; and more Impartial too, as 
well as more Conſiſtent with Himſelf; in giving up 
ſuch Books, which are the great Torment of his 
Brethren, and which they compliment only out of 
mere Decency ; and in clearing his Infallible Church 
of the great Blunder of having Sainted the Genuine 
Authors of ſuch Writings, as not only are not a Shel- 
ter for it, but are Weapons againſt it. But his unpa- 
ralleled and unſpeakable Irregularities of Opinion have 
made Me ſince throughly ſenfible of the terrible Ha- 
vock which may be occaſioned,even ina Sagacious and 
Inquiſitive Mind, by an awful regard to Doctrines, 
merely becauſe They are ſettled; and by a determin'd 
Attachment to the Jargon of School-Divinity. Error 


will lead you into ſtill more and greater Errors: It 


will do ſo the more, the more diligent and the more 
able you are. He 1s as great an Inſtance as any the 
World ever was Witneſs to, that when a Man has 
been inured from his Youth to a religious Love of 


3 Darkneſs, and to the Hatred of Light,as an Unqueſtio- 
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able Firft Principle, nothing can be ed from 
im, but all the Bad Effects of the mol} nenn 


Fanaticiſm. To proceed: 


My uncommon Zeal for Ox THODO Rv, which was 


highly applauded by the whole Society, ſo far as it 


raged only againſt Modern Philoſophers, and My full 


Aſſurance of the Agreeableneſs of their Principles to 
thoſe of Some of "the Ancients, in oppolition. to 
School. Divinity, rendered Me ſo Sanguine, as to pro- 


miſe My: ſelf to force F. Hurdouin s Enemies to own | 


Him to be in the Right, if I could but find out a way | 
to keep their Prejudices afleep; or {urprize them intg 
it by any honeſt Stratagem. | 


In order to that, 1 tranſcribed St. Auguſtiu's Second 4 


Bock about Free-will, and carried it ro F. Tournemine | 


without a Name, (for St. Auguſtins Name would have | 


ſpoiled all ;) together with Extra&s out of F. Martin's 


Chriſtian Philoſophy, (which goes under the fictitious 


Name of Ambroſius Victor, and is nothing but a Com- 
pilation of Paſſages out of St. Auguſtin ;) to which 


I added afterwards, when I had a little drawn him | 


in, ſome Extracts out of F. Thomaſjin's Sum of Divinis 


ty, bath of them Fathers af the Oratory, and ſome out 


of Janſenius: alſo. F. Jour nemi ne would not believe at | 
firſt that there were two ſuch Atheiftical and Heretical | 


Books in being; and if they were, he owned frankly f 
that the Authors had no other Gop but TRUurH; 
and that F. Hardouin, in reſped to them, was in the 
pe Every one may gueſs how ſtartled and puzzled | 

F. Tournemine was, when 1 named St. Auguſtin. But 


yet he recover'd himſelf, and with a great — of | 


Mind immediately found out ſeveral Evaſions; And | 
at Jaſt ended His learned Diſcourſe, by ſaying, that 
if F. Hardouin would keep within Bounds, as other 1 
Criticks, there would be ho great harm in delivering 
pp to him ſome Books of St. Auguſtin, which might 
well enough be looked upon as Young Frolicks, oc. | 7 
F. "Amis, famous amongſt the Jeſuits for his Meta- 
phylical Eearnings in a Convetſation with me ae ; 
hs 


fel or Maſter of toe High T 5, as they call it. 


ehe lame Subject, firſt condemin'd St. Auſtin; a8 F. 


Z. had done, and then found out quite different 


Evaſions for Him. 


Lenſnared in the ſame Manner above Twenty, bath 


young and old Jeſuits, One of whom asked, whether 
the Author of the Book about Free-Will was uot ſome Dutch 
Proteſtant Preacher * ? Another, f V F. Hardouin did 
not cenſure that Sort of Books, and let the Fathers alone ? 
Another, + that He could not tell what to make of that, 
nor find there the Current Stile, (Le Stile du Palais?) 
Ce. Whenever Any of them had been thus caught, F. 
Hardouin and His Companions uſed to be very merry 


together. - 
F. Germond, of whom J have ſpoke before, gave the 


finiſhing Stroke, by a quite different Turn, and by 
contradicting both himſelf, and his Brethren. On 


the one Hand, he extolled F. Hardouin, as the Man 


living who knew beſt what was and what was not 


an OxTHoDox Doctrine; and on the other, He 
complained with the Multitude of F. Hardouin's 


Boldneſs in overthrowing Faces; tho' indeed F. 
Hardouin never overthrew any, but out of Regard to 


the Ox THODöOx Doctrine. And when I told F. 
Germond, that many of F. Hardouins Enemies appro- 
ved of his charging the Modern Philoſophers even with 
Athe ſm. God forbid ! ſaid he; for if ſo, we mult 
give up the Ancients to F. Hardouin. F. Germond 
knew better than any, the whole Concatenation of 


F. Hardauin's Syſtem ; tho' F. Hardouin had led him 
into it with Reſerve, whilſt he was appointed to be 


his Second in his Studies In fine, taking one Thing 
from One, and another from Others, without 


+ 


 F Os GE REBT ed . 


* F. Dalengon in the Publick Garden of Luxembourg. 
t The Confeſſor of the whole College, whoſe Name I have for- 
got, in his own Room, 2p e 


+ F. Maumouſſeau, My Profeſſor of Divinity, and fince Pre- 


trou⸗ 
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troubling My-ſelf about reconciling their oppoſite 
Judgments, I took Advantage, in F. Hardouin's Be- 
half, of the contradictory Conceſſions of his common 
Adverfaries. * „ 1 

In the mean while, the Top-Men of the Society 
did not at all like to ſee a new Proſelyte to F. Har- 
dbuin s Sect, and a Young Man making fo little Ac- 7 
count of what He had been taught by his Profeſſors. 
They could not be very fond of F. H. as having no 
better Name for Them, than that of Aſſes with ſhort © 
Ears, on Account of their throwing out at Random, 
One or Two inſignificant Paſſages of the Fa- 
thers, and with the Help of their frivolous Diſtin- 
ctions drawing them into the Notions of the School in 
Spite of themſelves. But daring not to meddle with 
Him, they. were glad of an Opportunity of making 
an Example of Me. | LG 
I was then Tutor to the Young Marquis Du Roure, 
Nephew to the Duke de la Force. Father Le Tellier, Su- 
perior of the College, and ſince Confeſſor of the late 
King, aſſaulted Me the very Day I was to give an 
Account (according to Cuſtom) of what I had been 
taught in the School throughout the whole Year. I 
was very buſy in learning it by Heart, as One that 
was to expect no Quarter. F. Le Tellier commanded 
Me, in Virtue of the HOLY OBBDIENC EB, (which 
Phraſe means amongſt the Jeſuits, under the Pain of 
Mor rar SIN.) to give him the Papers concerning 
F. Hardouin, which J had ſcatter'd about; and in- 
forced his Orders with Threats of being caſt out of 
the Society, if I did not immediately O EY. 
When He had My Papers, he put on a leſs frightful 
Countenance. He told me that he deſigned no Harm 
to F. Hardouin, whole Friend he had ever been; nor 
to Me, for whom he had always had a particular 
Kindneſs ; that. he had a Mind only to know to the 
Bottom F. Hardouin's Syſtem ; and that he would 
take it as a Favour, if I would in friendly Conferen- 
ces give him a full Inſight into it. | el 


kewd OY A 86rEra H Þ as 


Knows 


N 


- Knowing him to be a Stanch Enemy to the Me- 


dern Philoſophers, and One of the moſt Tenacious of 


the Theological Notions of the Society, I did not whol- 
ly deſpair to make him a Convert; and I had about 
Twenty Conferences with Him; in which he argu d 
the Point juſt as F. Germond his great Friend, F. Tour- 
nemine, and others, had done. Penalties quickly 
bring a Controverſy to an Iſſue. When J leaſt expe- 
cted it, F. Le Tellier baniſh'd me to the College of 
La Fleche ; which is looked upon as a very great In- 


This did not alter me inwardly at all. Even at 
that Time, I could diſtinguiſh between Force and 
Argument, and think that this Latter was the only 
proper Means to recal a well-meaning Man from 
an Error: So that all I could do, was to bear as pa- 
tiently as I could, an Authority, which puniſh'd Me, 
without undeceiving Me. „„ 

J found then a Middle-way, which was to let An- 
tiquity alone, and to hunt after HERESIES in the 


| Modern Philoſopbers, and Divines of the Oratory ; as 
knowing that—the-Seczery would thank Me highly for 


it; tho indeed 1 aimed all the while at the Ancients 
thro' their Sides. 1 ; 3 . 
To contine My-ſelf, I took to task the Illuſtrious 
Author of the Inquiry after Truth; * both becauſe, if 
he was once run down, Thoſe whomT then accounted 
his Fellow- Atheiſts and Hereticks would fall at the ſame 
Time; and becauſe he was generally eſteemed a- 
mong the Jeſuits a molt pernicious Author. 
As well-meaning as I was, I did not feel that Eaſe 
and Satisfaction of Mind in purſuing this Piece of 
Don. Quixotiſm, which flows from a clear and calm 


Poſſeflion of Truth; and, in the Midſt of the Diffi- 5 — 


culties of putting a bad Conſtruction upon many 
good Things which I then thought I found in that 
Eminent Writer, I conſulted my Oracle, F. H. who 
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* F. Malcbranche of the Oratory, os 
returned 
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hired b. Met the Wilowing Anſwer: Tho- it Joos 
ſomething like Crazineſs, I muſt here tranſcribe it. | 1 
will be found very entertaining g 


The ROGUES mean only that the Senſes do not jg 1 


with certainty of the Exiſtence of Matter; becauſe elſe 
they would be Judges of TRUTH, (which is beyond theit 
Reach ;) it being A TRUTH that Matter exiſts. Now 
TRU TH being GOD, according to the ROGUES, and 
the Senſes not being able to know GOD; it follows that the. 


Senſes cannot Know TRUTH. In Oppoſition to that; the 
good PERIPATE es, (that is, in E. Hardouin ?? 
Stile, the ORTHODOX) ſay that the five Senſes Judge 


of TRUT H by the SenSORIUM Commune — 

After that, He compares the Modern Philoſophers to 
the Quakers, who, ſays he, call into Queſtion every Ti hings 
and even the Exiſtence of their Bodies. — He goes on in 
telling me that the Roo Es, acknowledging no true 
G op, could not poſſibly admit any Creation properly 
called, and that they held Matter Eternal. Read (ſays 
he) on that Subjet? the 13th and 13th Book of St: Au- 


guſtin's Confeſſions, and underſtand 6 $0 if you can. 


As dark as all this ſeem, I forced it down as well 


as I could, and I looked upon the Writings of thoſe | 
He call'd Rocuzs, as Riddles, which Time would 
unfold, with the Aſſiſtance of my OEdipus, who might 


chance to be another Time more intelligible. 

There happen'd now a very fortunate Aecidenty 
which diverted me from my Deſign. A young Jeſuit, 
a Man of Parts, and a zealous Diſciple of Carteſe and 
F. Malebranche, was diſmiſſed from Paris on that Ac- 
count about this Time, and ſent to La Fleche. He 


was a perfect Maſter of Modern Philoſophy, and parti 


eularly acquainted with F. Malebranche himſelf. I 


thought he was miſtaken, but I knew him to be ſin- 


cere. I endeavour'd to ſhow him the Diſagreeable- 
neſs of his darling Philoſophy to Oro ox; but 
My main View, in this, was to learn from Him the 


true Meaning of what puzzled Me in F. Malebranche's 


Works; .in order to know preciſely in what that Dil- 
agrecableneſs conſiſted. For 


b * 


For ſome Time we were „ to make 
Converts of one another. I told him that 1 admir'd 


F. Malebranche's Genius and Stile; that I was tempted 


into very many of his Opinions; ; wiſhing they were 


as Okruopox as they ſeemed REASONABLE; but 


FF 


that, they being not ſo, the Certainty, Sup ERNAY 


TURAL IN ENTITATE, which accompanied humble 


and blind FA R, 6ughr to make us Proof againſt the 


| Ca RNAL Brightneſs and dangerous ee of our 
weak and proud REASO R. 


very little Converſant with, if we are not conſcious 


of the narrow Extent of our preſent Knowledge, ) to 


ſubmir to what has been undoubtedly Revealed by 
| the Omniſcient, Goodneſs, tho' hid amongſt the In- 
wiſts ile Things. Bur that A. ſu; dities of Men were cur- 


rently and zea'ouſly Preached up for Myſteries of God, 


or dowu: right No N-s NSE, and Monxisn SOPHI- 

STRY, for ORTHODOXY. , 
| He added, that He went ro Paris at bcſt big with 
the Deſire of talking with F. Hardouin; but had found 
in him nothing bur Hal. and Memory; that his Head 
was a Magazine of Facts, wholly deſtitute of true 
Principles, and diſordered to the laſt Degree by School - 
Not ions. F. Malebranche (whoſe Character he drew 
up to Me, ſuch as I ſound it afterwards, ) is another, 
Man, ſaid My Friend to Me. Do not you {cruple to 
brand and blacken ſo great and good a Man ?—, An 
ouzht you not to be very cautions, leſt that, through 
a miſtaken Love of Tiu'h, you offend grievouſly a- 

gainlt Charity ? Since you are ſatisfied that rhe An- 
2 Writers, and the moſt illuſtrious of the Modern, 
Igo Hand in Hand, and muſt ſtand or fall together; 
is it not more likely that what you call Ox rT Ho- 
Poxris Forty, than that the Writings of All Antiqui- 
Y ſould not be Genuine ; and more advifeable to hold. 
| Pour And He againſt the Mederas, in order to make 
WF our Peace with the Ancients ? He earneſtly entreated, 


Me 


My Friend anſwer'd Me, that it it was one of the | 
firſt Lee of RrASON, (which we muſt have been 
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Ne to examine a- new F Hardouin's Syſtem, with that 
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Hint which no Body had yet given Me; and under- 
took to anſwer all my Objections, if I would but pro- 
miſe to Think, as well as Read. 7 be 

— Theſe judicious Reflections, that were perfectly 


new to Me, ſunk deeply into my Mind, and chained | 


up all my Prejudices. And I quickly profited of them. 


For upon Conſideration, - I was not only reconciled 
to the Works of thar Great Man, but I became very | 
fond of them alſo. I was charmed with what he ſays E 


in his firſt Books, about the Errors into which we 


taken with his Syſtem abont the Nature of Idea's, 
which I did not at all underitand before; and which 


I do look upon {till at leaſt as a very ingenious Con- 

jecture, in a very hard and perhaps unfathomable Sub- 
ject. It is impoſſible to expreſs the numberleſs Senti- 
ments which filled My Mind, at that Time of the firſt 
ſenſible Effect of Reaſon in Me: Surprize, Shame, 
Grief for the Loſs of Time, Anger at My-ſelf and | 


My 1gnorant and fooliſh Guides, Gratitude to My 


My. Reverend Father, | 


are led by our Senſes. I found My-ſelf, My F. Ha- 
douin, My School-Men, painted to the Life in the fol- 
lowing Books, about the Errors of the Imagination, 
and the malignant Influence our 7zc/inatiens and Paſſ. 
ons have over our Underſtandings ; and I was mightily | 


Friend, who had recovered Me from Error; Pity for 
F. Hardouin, who had led me into it; Joy of having 
made a full Reſtitution to the Aciexts of their Works, 
and of Judging more equitably and chatitably of the 
Moderns. I wrote to F. Maicbranche to acquaint him 
with this Change, and to beg his Pardon and Friend-“ 
ſhip. He bonoured Me with t 


his extreamly Kind and 
Obliging Anſwer. | 


& Þ Received with the utmoſt Joy the Letter vou did 

Me the Honour to write to Me. I grant oůũ ] 
« with much Pleaſure, and at the fame Time 1 beg i 
ot you, what you are ſo good as to ask from me. 


. 
: q ; 
Ny 


« Mo 


CF. 
« Moſt of thoſe, who are now my beſt Friends, were 
« at firſt exceſſively prejudiced againſt Me. They 
« who have no manner of Love for Truth, My Reve- 
& rend Father, are hardly liable to any Prejudice at 
« all: Such is their Indifferency, that they eſpouſe 
« nothing, no not even the molt eſſential Truths in 
“Religion. On the contrary, thoſe who are molt 
* concerned for theſe Truths, through ſome Miſun- 
« derſtanding or other, commonly very much dif- 
« fer in Opinion from each other. The Diſlike you 
“ had of My Notions, ariſing from your hatred to Er- 
cc ror, was reaſonable and juſt, at leaſt in its Principle. 
« You took me for quite another Man; and I ſhould 
ce have been very much to blame, to take any thing 
« ill that you could have ſaid of Me under ſuch a 


% Miſtake. Your Aim in writing your Work againſt 


« Me, was the ſame that I had in writing Mine ; 


cc the Defending of Truth. I thank God, who has 


made Me known to you, much ſuch as I am, and 
« {uch a one, as I perceive by your Letter, you do not 
«© think unworthy of your Friendſhip. Love Me then, 
« my R. F. as much as I reverence you. When ſhall 
« I have the, Opportunity of expreſſing, to you, in 
ce Perſon, ſomething of what I feel in reading your 


Letter, and which I find now no Words to expreſs? 


In the mean while, I aſſure you that I am already, 
* with a perfect and moſt reſpectful Attachment, 


My Reverend Father, 


ir Perk oe © Your moſt humble and 
6th of April. | _ moſt obedient Servant, 


Malebranche, Priest of the Oratory. 


F Le Zellier, who was gone to Rome before I left 
Paris, to the General Congregation, wherein anew Head 
of the whole Society was to be elected; arid who knew 
nothing at all of my inward Change, ſent Orders 
that I ſhould not be advanced to Prieſthood at the uſu- 
al Time; and a while after, a Confeſſion of Faith, drawn 
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op againſt F F. lil on the Subſcription of which; 
my receiving Prieſthood was to depend. 1 began now 
to think it time to have Thoughts of leaving the So- 
ciety. I ſaw plainly, in what a Condition All thoſe 
were likely to be, who were ſarcaſtically called Men 
of clear Ideas. and Catchers of Truth. F. Le Tellier had 
lately got, (from F. Jambourin at his Acceſſion to the 


Generalſbrp,) a flaming Bu! againſt the Modern Philoſo- 
hers ; in which One and Thirty Propoſitions extra- 


cted out of their Books were branded as Hxzx er 1- 
CAL, and prohibited under ſevere Penalties. But on 
the one Hand, being deſirous to take upon me the 
Order of Prieſthood, and as deſirous on the otter 
to be preſented to it by the Jejuits themſelves, in or- 
der to confute before-hand any Scandal that they 


might ever put upon Me; I took the Subſcription a- 


gainſt F. Hardouin, when it was defi red; and imme- 
diately after, was ordained Prieſt by the Biſhop of 


Le Mans. 


The very Day after, I wrote to Father 1 : 
to ask My Diſmiſſion; but he would by no Means 
grant it at firſt, ] received Two Letters from Him, 
in which he was very poſitive that I could not in 
Conſcience ask it. At laſt, My Difm:/iton was ex- 
torted from F. Tamicuriz's Hands, att er Nine Months 
preſſing. 

The Rumour of my deſigning t to jeave the Order, 
was diſpers'd about, in a 1; te Time, as well as My 
Lcing become F. Mealetrranche's Frie: nd, and canſed a 
general Surprize and Uproar in the &. Society. I was 
ſurrounded ar firit by a Cro vd of Mournful Friends, 
who entreated Mie not to leave them; and received 
from All Parts a vaſt Number of Leiters to the ſame 
Purpoſe. I will 3 a Few oniy at the End, as a 
Specimen. But when they were lariofg that I was 
unmdrveab dle, al! alm 5 became outrag:ous ; and My 

very Friends (excep > One, who had buen fo. 'mcily 2 
Sole ler, and ſhowed | nim:cit a Man of Rconoir to the 
laſt) :$:rcd no: to co near Bac, no more than if I. 


had 


( 21) 
had had the Plague. The Superiore „ Me 
from ſaying Maß, and gave Me the College for My 
Priſon. During the Time of this ſtrict Retirement, 1 
could only comfort My-ſelf againſt the Jeſuits with- 
out, with the Uprightneſs of My Heart, and Phi- 
loſophy, within; and with the Hope of the happy 
Minute of My Deliverance. It came at laſt, and 


J am apt to think it was owing very much to My 


Father's Concern. For had not the Jeſuits been a- 
fraid of him, who knows what Reſolution they 
might have taken about Me? 

Father De Litre, our firſt Superior in France, who 
was by Office the Yearly Vi tor of the Colleges, before 
he took his Leave, made a Speech to all of us, (as is 
uſual) in which, ſparing only My Name, he inlarged 
upon my Hardneis of Heart, and compared Me to 
Judas Iſcariot. The Jeſuits could not help to vent their 
Reſentment in the Form of Diſmiſſion, or Certificate, 
which they gave me at our parting; by inſerting in 
jt this Reproachful Clauſe: Dimittimus eum ob ni- 
miam auimi pertinaciam; & ne aliis ſuo exemplo noceat e 


IWe diſmiſs him becauſe of his exceſſive Ubſtinacy; and for 


fear others ſheuld be infected by his Example. I was 


thankful to Heaven when I had obrain'd it; and tho 
] tzought | was highly injured, yet I valu d My-ſelf 
upon that Spite and Rage, which the Society ſhewed in 
loſing Me: and the more ſo, becauſe I had by Me 
— illuſtrious Proots of my having been neither 
deſpiſed nor hated amongſt them, till I had ſhewed 
an arnthakes Reſolution of parting with them. 

By this Account, (any Particular of which I am 
not afraid to ſee contradifted even by Thoſe, whole 

Dectrine | 5 tirit, and whoſe Religion I have 
deſerted lince.) appears plainly thar the Jeſwzts 
and l parted uon thi deb ſt Terms: that I did not leave 
Them, nor ther ſend me away, as One of their Poli- 
tea! Frater nity, to 2 a Part in another Shape ſor 
their Service; but that I always lived among them 
Wita tne S;uciity of One, ſearching after Truth, and 
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ſuffering for it; and that I was at laſt diſmiſs” d, as an 
oſtinate Inflexible Enemy to their Order. If I have 
not now given the moſt Evident Proofs of this, I may 
challenge the World to en any . in auy | 
like Caſe. | 


> 


rr. IE, 

An "WO of My -ſelſ to the Tims of My 

bemg forced out of F rance. 
AFTER 2 tedious and laborions Journey in the | 
Heart of the Winter, I got Home, where 1 
was received with all the Tenderneſs poſſible. My 
Father was now as glad to have Me again, as he had 
been before angry, whilſt he had very little Hopes 
of recovering Me out of the Hands of the Jeſuits. 
As ſoon as I was ſettled, and in the quiet -Condi- 
tion of Life I had longed for ; knowing enough to | 
know my Defects, I ſet My-ſelf to a more exact Stu- | 
dy of Mathematicks and Natural Philoſophy: and 
becauſe My Father, as well as I My-ſelf, reſented 
highly the injurious Certificate of the Fe es, I treaſu- 
red up Materials for a Publick Apology. After a 
ſhort Stay, finding not only no Help to 8 
but alſo no Reliſh of it there, (except in Two 
Friends, whoſe Memory is ſtill dear to Me ;) I de- 
fired My Father to ſend Me to-the Source of Learn- 


ing ; which he granted immediately: a and according- 


ly I ſer out for Paris. 
The firſt Viſit I paid there was to F. Mulbranche, 


from whom 1 had red lately a Second Letter r 
as endearing, as his Firſt. Tho' J had a high Value 
for his Works, IJ was ſoon filled with much more 
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for his Perſon; and inſtead of Diminiſhing, in Pro- 


ceſs. of Time, it increaſed rather to the laſt Degree 
of Veneration and Friendſhip. I have ſome Reaſon 


to think that, ſince My being turned Proteſtant, He 


has not been quite as much Proof againſt vulgar Pre- 
judices, as He has exhorted the World, and taught 


Me, to be. But I have not the leſs lamented his 


Death, for that Human Frailty ; and I remember ſtill 
with the ſame Tenderneſs and Reſpect, a worthy 
Friend, whom nothing, I am ſure, bur a miſtaken 
Love of Truth, could alienate from Me; and to 
whom I owe the firſt Removal of almoſt All thoſe 
Clouds, thar can darken a Young Underſtanding. 

By his Means, I got into a numerons and illuſtri- 
ous Acquaintance, which I am till proud of; and e- 
ven yet think of, with All the Sentiments of Reve- 
rence and Love. Amongſt others, I muſt name the 


RN. F. Lam); F. Reyneau, Author of the very uſeful 


Book, pit is demonſtrated ; F. Le Long all of the 
Oratory, and Men of great Sweetneſs, Candour 
and Modeſty, and very * known in the Learn- 


ed World. I beg Leave to mention only Two 
more, becauſe I ball inſert at the End, the Sub- 


ſtance of Two long Letters which I received 


from them ſome Time after my coming into the 
Proteſtant Countries. The firſt is, Mr. Le Pre- 
ident Dumetz,, a Man, tho' young, and early, Maſter 
of a great Eſtate, of the D ſobereſt Character, 


and a true Lover of Religion and Learning. The 


ſecond is the Abbot of Marbeuf; who being the Et 
deſt Son of 'Qne of the moſt conſiderable Families, 
and at Twenty Two Tears of Age Member of the 


Parliament at Rennes, turned a Clergyman, and addi- 


cted himſelf wholly to Piety and Learning in the Se- 


minary of the Fathers of the Oratory. 


Theſe and many others of F. Malcbranche's Diſci- 
ples and Friends, were My great Companions all the 
Time l was atParis, I never found there One ſingle Dr. 
Suape in my way, to tell Me, or even to luſpect, that 
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(24) 


f was a Yeſuit i in the uh of a Malelranchiſt: A 
I dare ſay, ſome Proteſtants had never done neither : 
had not My Notions of True Proteſtantiſm difter'd ve- 
ry much from Theirs. 
Il viſited alſo Mr. le Duc 4. la Par ce, whoſe 8 
I had under my care, as I have ſaid, whilſt I was a 
7 up I will mention but Two Inſtances of his 
indneſs to Me. The firſt is, that hearing of my 
Reſentment againſt the Feſuirs, and of My being re- 
ſolv'd to publiſh My 8 ogy, he undertook to get 
My Certife ate alter d and in Order to that, having 
perſuaded Me to lay af de My Deſign upon that Con- 
dition, He carry's Me to F. Forcer, then Superior of 
the College of tne Feſuits. F. Forcet promiſed Mr. le 
Duc de la Force and Me, another Certificate; wherein 
nothing elſe ſhould be mentioned, but that upon My 
earneſt Deſire they had diſmiſſed Me. Nevertheleſs, 
that Promiſe was never performed, tho' J ſpoke of it 
many Times to the Greateſt Men of the Order; till I 
was weary. Another Inſtance 1s that the Ditke took 
Me into his Houſe as a Companion, or Man of Ler- 
zers, as they call it, wherein I lived near Two Years. 
He would have had Me indeed follow Him in a 
long Journey to his Eſtates in Normandy and Guyenne, 
in which he ſpent near Two Years. But J choſe 
with his Leave to ſtay at Paris, in order to go on, 
with the Helps I enjoyed there, in My Studies. 
I took Lodgings then, in the Abbey of St. Vitor, 
which is a fine Place of Retirement, renowned 
for its Publick- Library, and Noble Garden. I had 
been here ſcarce Six Months, when F. Malebranche 
perſwaded the Preſident Dumetæ, whom I have menti- 
ond before, to take Me into his Houſe, as the 
Duke de la Force had done. I was not ſo happy as to 
be ſo well approved of by Some others in his Houſe, 
as by him; and I took it to be owing to an Allot, 


who had a ſma!l Penſion from the Houſe, and re- | 


liſhed good Wine and Cards, more than Philoſophy: 


and the Mathematicks. As ſoon as I was ſenſible 00 
| thi 


that, having not been there above a Year, 1 Went 
gain to My Retired and Studious Way of living. 
My Thoughts had been taken up till now, as 1 
have ſaid; with Natural Philoſophy and Mathema- 
ticks ; and diverted from them only by writing a 
very long Piece of French Poetry directed to F. Males 
branche ; about the two great Hindrances to Truths 
the Allurements of the World, and Falſe Learning. It 
had been printed then, had not F. Malebranche been 
afraid of F. Le Tellier, Confeſſor of the late King, who 
abſolutely govern d him, and had diſcover'd, about 
that Time, a Deſign of diffolving the Congregation of 
the Oratory, by forcing its Members to tie themſelves 
by the ſame Vows, as other Communities do: which 
none of them hardly would have ſubmitted to; the 
Beauty of that noble Congrats conſiſting chiefly in 
Liberty. Iwill not promife to print that Piece of Po- 
etry now, becauſe it wants many Amendments, which _ 
I think I fhall never give My-ſelf the Trouble to 
make: But if I ſhould happen to publiſh it, (as Mr. 

De Fontenelles, * who ſaw only the firſt Rudiments, 
and Mr. Boileau, to whom I recited ſome Paſſages of 

it, and many other good Judges have encouraged Me 
to do,) I ſhould expect very little Thanks from the 
Jeſuits, unleſs they be ſuppoſed to be more willing 
than other Men to be told of their. Faults. 
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x I began now to think of the ſerious Study of Re- 

5 ligion, in another Method than I had ever yet pro 
«| * to my Self. Tho' I had ſtill the ſame value for 

. Malebranche's Metaphyſicks, I was no longer of his 

: Mind about the Unprofitableneſs of great Reading: 

Go and looking upon the Proteſtants, (or, as I was taught 

£ to call them, the Hereticks,) as the great Oppoſers of 
£ Truth, I reſolved to ſtudy Controverſy, in order to en- 

n able My-ſelf to confute Them. That which turned 

_ Thoughts the more this Way was, that I had 


Arr: 


n 


. 


_ 2 2 PY > » 4 — td... A — tat MD. 1 


e & ecretary of the Academy of Sciences, 


(26) 
once met two Calviniſts * at a Friend's Houſe, with 


whom I had a Diſpute for many Hours together, 
They had a very fair Game to play, in the Offenſive 


Part, and quoted againſt Me many Facts, which I 


did not ſo much as pretend to anſwer, being almoſt 


a Stranger to that Part of Learning; and They baffled 


without much ado F. Malebranche's Metaphyſical and 


Mathematical Demonſtrations about the Poſlibility of 
Tranſubſtantiation, the Impoſſibility of the Alterati- 


on of the Faith about the Euchariſt, and the Infalli- 
bility of the Church. 1 


So far, I was fairly overcome. But I had got 2 


Reſerve, as I thought, in Mr. Papins Book againſt 
Mr. Jurieu; whoſe very Name had Weight in it. 
For Papin had been Miniſter at Blois, and was a Prote- 
ſtant born too, and yet died a Roman Catholic: which 


J was then apt to think he did upon the beſt Princi- 


les; but T have found ſince, it was owing to his being 
offended at the Conduct of too many Proteſtants, irre- 
concileable with their Principle ; and to his being 
exaſperated by the Perſecutions of Mr. Jurieu, and 
Others. : 
With this ſingle Weapon, (I mean Papin's Book) I 
fenced againſt My two Calviniſts, and was ſatisfied 
that I had found in it what would put a ſtop to their 
Triumphs. 5 5 
There are (ſaid I to them,) but two poſſible Ways 
of attaining the certain Knowledge of Truth neceſſary 
to Salvation, viz. Submiſſion to Church- Authority, or 
Free Uſe of Private qudgment. Now this latter is De- 
ſtructive of Chriſtian Faith. For Dur Grand Principle, 
as well as Ours, is, that there is a certain Set of Truths, 
Which make up Chriſtian Faith; to be found, as we 
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* Mr. Villenelle, e Father and Son, who own Themſelves 
"Proteſtants openly : They told Me that they bad at once Sevens 


iy five Dragoons devouring their Eſtates, 
think 


——. 
think in the Council of Trent, but as you think, in the 
Synod of Dort, and your own Confeſſon of Faith; and 
no where elſe. But an Arminian, a Socinian, &c. thinks 
otherwiſe. Now if you do not deliver Mankind 
from Submiſſion to Church-Authority, merely in order to 
ſabje& it the better, by Complimenting it with Freedom; 
if you allow and plead for Private Fudgment in earneſt ; 
an Arminian or a Socinian has as true a Right to chuſe 
for himſelf, amongſt ſo many Interpretations of Scrip- 
ture, that which he thinks Bes?, as You have. Nay, 
He muff in Conſcience prefer his Private Interpretation 
to that of your Teachers, if He judges his own Right, 
and Theirs Wrong. Therefore you have no more 
Right to Unchurch and Unchriſtian, to Damn and Ex- 
communicate, to Brand or Perſecute either of Them, 
than They have, of ſerving you ſo: thatis, you have 
none at all, nor They neither. Therefore you ozght 
to Tolerate one another as Brethren ; you ought to e- 
ſteem Them as real Chriſtians as your ſelves : and 
yet Arminianiſm and Sociniauiſin, &Cc. are according to 
you, Deſtructive of Chriſtian Faith. Therefore the Way 
of Free Examination, which puts them upon an equal 
Foot with you, as to Chriſtian Paith, is ſo too. From 
thence I inferred the Reafonableneſs of depending 
upon Authority for the ſettling the preciſe Number of 
Articles of Faith ; and the Neceflity of it, in order to 
avoid the otherwiſe unavoidable Differences of Pro- 
teſtants, and opening a wide Door to ſuch Errors as 
are cenſured even by them, as inconſiſtent with Chri- 
ſtianity. . : | 
I obſerved to them further, that it ſeemed as if Pro- 
teſtants recommended either of theſe two Hays, mere- 
ly as it ſerved their preſent Turn : that Each Se& 
had been Outragious againſt Authority, in order to 
form it ſelf ; and zealous tor it, when formed, in or- 
der to {ſwallow up all others: that all pleaded for 
= Free Examination, againſt the Church of Rome; and as 
much tor Submiſſion to Authority, againſt thoſe Prote- 


Lanta who did {et vp for Free Examination: that All: 
2 3 cC.ried 
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cried up the Scripture as the only Rule of Faith ; and, 
their own particular Way of Underſtanding the Scriptures 
alſo, as the only Rule of Faith. My two Calvuiuiſis an- 
ſwered that Images, Saints, Relicks, Purgatory, Pilgrima- 

5, &c. were intolerable Fopperies. 5 
- 'Tho' I had been pretty hard upon them with this 
Argumentum ad hominem, (the only one indeed which 
held Me faſt in Popery then; and which I took particular 
care fully to anſwer to My-ſelf before L left France, 
for fear of coming back again ;) yet our Diſpute went 
on ſo friendly, that they carried Me in their Coach 
to My Lodgings, and invited Me to come and dine | 
with them: which I did. For even at that Time I 
entertained no ſuch black Idea's of Hereticks, as fright- 
ed Me from their Company, whom, agreeably to F. 
Malebranche's Principles, I did not exclude from God's 
Mercy, if they had uſed their beſt Endeavours to find 
out Truth, and could not come at it; tho' the neceſ- 
ſary Conſequences of that moit excellent and moſt ami 
able Principle were not yet unfolded in My Mind. 1 
jent em FHadin's Book, which not only made all they 
could ſay at no manner of effect with Me, bur alſo 
rendered Me ſo ſanguine, as to tell them that I did not 
queſtion My Book would certainly do Service to two 
Perſons in whom I had diſcovered ſo much Love of 
Truth. Talking with them encouraged Me only to 
fit My-ſelf to perform better the Defenſive Part ; 
which by Reading, 1 oped I might do one Day or 
other. They lived very far, and I was ſome Times 
in the Country; ſo tnat T «{1d hardly viſit them, till I 
My-ſelf was, in reſpect to the Church of Rome, of their 
Mind. : | 

In the mean while, I had borrowed from Mr. le 
Preſident Dunctz, Mr. Bay!c's Repyblick of Letters, which 
begot in Me tome taint Doubts, which were highly: 
increaſed by the running over his Dictionary, and 
Gretius's Works. I was ſtruck in a particular manner, | 
by the Treatiſe entitled Votum pro Pace Chriſtians ; | 
wherein Crotius acts the Part of à Reconculer wee 
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the Proteſtant and Popiſo Church. What he ſays of the 
Abuſes of this, had the more Weight with Me, becauſe 
] perceived it came from the Mouth of an excellent 
tempered Man, and not at all Partial for his Church; 
in which there were a great many Things, which He, 
with great Candour, found fault with, and was ready 
to yield up. What I read in theſe two Authors 
warded off the Force of Papin's Reaſonings, by 
making Me ſenſible that all the Proteſtants were not 
alike, nor equally guilty of irreconcileable Contra» 
dictions in their Theory and Practice. 
I reſolved then upon a deeper Examination of the 


two Religious, upon the following Foundations: which 


as they are fitted to ſtrengthen any Chriſtian Mind a- 
gainſt the Exceſſes of CHurcnu-Pows R, ſo they are 
able to raiſe it above all the Arts of that CHR URc R- 
Cu N NIN G which I had been Witneſs to, in Perfecti- 
on; and all the Enchantments of that Cuv RCH / 
PAGEANTRY, which J had ſeen to dazzle the Eyes of 
ſo many Thouſands. e | 


1, I called to My Mind the great Principle of the 


Carteſian Doubt, ſo abſolutely neceſlary, in order not to 


be impoſed upon by Prejudice; together with the 


moſt excellent Directions F. Malebranche gives, in or- 
der to judge aright; and the manifold Errors I had 


laboured under, through the Ignorance of theſe Di- 


rections, and had diſcarded, when 1 begun to prac- 
file them. © TE W 

24h, I felt indeed at firſt the Sting of thoſe Alarms, 
which diſtract tender Conſciences, at the leaſt calling 
into queſtion what they have been ever taught in Mat- 
ters of Religion, and ſee ſtedfaſtly believed round a- 


bout em: The keeping up of which Alarms, toge- 


ther with the forbidding and crying down Heretical 
Books, are the two great Engines of the Romiſh Church. 
But I maſtered thoſe dangerous Fears by theſe unex- 
ceptionable Reaſans. 0 

_ 3dly, JI ſaid then within My own ſelf, that to reſt 
in ſuch a Religion, upon no other Ground than Educati- 


on, 


97 - 
on, Cuſtom, Interes? ; merely becauſe My Xing, My 
Country, My Father, My Relations, My Friends, My i 

Teachers, declared for it; was to act at random in a 
Matter of the higheſt Concern : For if it was a ge- 
neral Rule, that the Religion of the Climate, and of the 
Cradle, ought never to be queſtioned in any thing, 
then might I have been a Mahometan or a Heathen as 
juſtly, and as irretrievably too, by it: And even ſup- 
poſing I had been fo particularly favoured by Provi- 

| dence, as to be born under the Influence of the beſt 
Religion in the World ; yet ſuch a blind and hazardous 
Reliance on it would be Unreaſonable, and conſequent- 

not Praiſe-worthy. | | 
 4thly, J obſerved that the current and contrary 
Maxim, viz. Never to entertain any Doubts about 
the Eſtabliſbed Religion, was contrivd only to debar 
Men for ever from Truth, if they chanced to be in an 
Error; and to harden them in that unconquerable 05. 
ſtinacy, which makes them Proof againſt the moſt ſolid 
Reaſons, and deaf to the molt evident Truth. _ 
5thly, I confidered further, that a found Religion 
could never loſe Ground by being examined; that it 
became Error only, to be alarm'd at the very mention 
of a Trial; but that Truth muſt look upon it as the 
greateſt Kindaeſs; knowing that ſhe muſt needs gain 
infinitely, at the End of an Examination, Free from 
Force; if it is at the ſame Time Free from Paſſion and 
Prejudice. 3 = £7 
6thly, Tho' I was fully ſatisfied of the Reaſonable- 
neſs of ſubmitting to Gold's Authority, when there is 
good Ground to think that He has ſpoke, let what 
he ſays be never ſo much beyond our Reach; and 
have been the more fo, the more I have advanced in 
the Knowledge of Things; yet an almoſt fatal Expe- 
rience had ſatisfied Me alſo, that Men are very apt to 
ſhelter their groſſeſt Abſurdities, as they have often done 
their Sins, under ſo awful an Authority; and that in 
order to make way to their own Fol/es, they are 
often glad to cover them um dg the Incomprehenfible- 
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-thly, All theſe Reflections embolden'd Me to open 
My Eyes, as a Chriſtian, (notwithſtanding all F. Ma- 
lebranche had ſaid againſt it,) as well as a Philoſopher : 


and I thought it was the more my Duty to do ſo, 
the greater were My Concerns in the firſt Reſpect, 
than in the latter. p  -+ 
 8:hly, In order to begin, I gathered as many Pro- 
teſtant Books as I could find in Paris. Far from being 
any longer terrified by the Prohibitions of the Church, 
J had a little glimpſe of the Cheat, being fully poſſeſ- 
| ſed of this known and undoubted Principle of Equity, 
not to paſs Sentence without hearing. Nay, the very Diſ- 
grace which the Proteſtant Religion underwent, and its 
being on every Hand loaded with Infamy, help'd to 
make Me the more cautious of doing wrong, in My 
Thoughts, to the oppreſſed Party, which had already 
the Powers of the World, where I then was, and the 
Current of Opinion, againſt it. 
The two fret Books which I read, were the Me- 
W 075 of Vargas; publiſhed by Mr. le Vaſſeur, and the 
AHſtory of the Council of Trent by Fra-Paolo. I knew 
what an ill Name this clearſighted and ingenious 
Monk had, tho' dead in the Communion of the 
Church, eſpecially at Rome. But the Abbot Amelot his 
Tranſlator, (who tho' He excuſed his Tranſlation by an 


. Mauthentick and full Declaration of his own Orthodoxy, 


for all that died, I think, in the Baſtile; Mr. Amelot, 
I ſay,) raiſed in Me ſuch an Idea of the Sincerity and 
Knowledge of his Hiſtorian, and of the little Reli- 
ance there ought to be on the mercenary and deſpi- 
able Palliations of his Antagonis?, * that I was brought, 
(eſpecially when I ſaw how conſonant the Spaniſh Em- 
haſſador was,) to give Credit to the Venetian Monk, 
hom Mr. Bayle calls ſomewhere the Formidable. 
The Reading theſe two Hiſtorians filled My Mind 
71th Aſtoniſhment, and with ſuch an Offence, as de- 


8 
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* The Jeſpit Cardinal Palavicin. 7 
| » faced 


. 
faced very much the venerable Idea I had of the Rai 
miſo Court, and of its General Councils. N 

After this, I came to the Diſcuſſion of particular 
Doctrines, and I dwelt eſpecially upon Tranſubſtantia- 
tion, and the Infallibiliiy of the Church, with this 

Thought, that whatever the Arguments a priori ſhould 
prove, if it was erroneous in one ſingle Point, it was 
not at all Infallible. As J do not write a Book of 
Controverſy, I will not enlarge upon the Arguments, 
which perfected My Change. I think it enough to 
ſay in general, that I read carefully all the Works of 
Mr. Claude and Du Moulins, and made very long Ex- 
tracts out of them, which I have ſtill by Me; as alſo 
ſome of the Writings of Daille, Aubertin, Blondel, Dre- 

lincourt, &c. I was as much moved by their Com- 
plaints, as convinced by their Arguments: till I came at 
length to be fully ſatisfied, that the Abuſes of the Church 
of Rome were crying; its Errors groſs ; its Tyranny in- 
ſupportable; its Cruelties horrid ; and its Spirit equally 
deſtructive both of Natural and Revealed Religion of 
which I now endeavoured to form in My Mind a 
Genuine Idea, by reading a-new the Goſpels, and eſpe- 
cially the Acts of the Apoſtles. GE. 
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How I was forced out of France. 
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HEN I was thus ſettled in a perfect Abhorrence 
of Popery, through the Hleſſing of God upon 
My Studies; being fully reſolved from that Moment 
to do nothing againſt the Light of My Conſcience; 
I bethought My-ſelf that nothing was left to Me, but 
either to fly immediately from France, or elſe to try 
if I could not bring My Father (who wanted Me te 
come Home about that Time,) to ſuch Meaſures, as 
could make My Conſcience ſafe, and us both eaſy. 
| * 
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On the one Hand, I was not a little frightened at 
the Thought of venturing into Proteſtant Countries, dr 


which I knew very little, and where I was known to 


no Body. On the other, (as One is apt to think he 
may convince any Others of what he is perfectly 
ſatisfied about himſelf;) I was not without hopes; 
through the Aſſiſtance of God, (having ſome Influence 
over My Father, and knowing him to be a Man of a 
good Under:ianding,) of raiſing in him ſome Scruples 
about his Religion, and of putting him upon Enquiry. 
And with this View, I undertook a Journey of 359 
Miles, the Expences of which I found afterwards I 
might have ſaved to much better Purpoſe.  - 
I was at this ſecond Time as welcome to My Fa- 
ther, as at the firſt: and not at all imagining that theſe 
would be his lat Smiles, I begun ſoon to open My 
Breaſt. It was nothing at firſt but a melancholy A+ 
mazement, without the Dreadfulneſs of Deſpair. He 
diſcourſed the Point for ſome Days calmly enough; 
telling Me that He could not imagine upon what 


Grounds I had deſerted a Religion in which I was 


born; of which I was a Priest; which was ſupported 
by the Authority of ſo many Learned and Pious Men; 
and the like: which Arguments, as I told Him, would 
{crve for Any Religion in the World. But ſeeing, on 
the one Hand, that I urged Him home by ſtrength f 
Argument, whieh He uſed to ſay He did not pretend 
to anſwer, being not a Maſter of Controverſy; and 
on the other, being not able to bear the terrible 


Thought of a Huguonot-Priest, He began to ſtorm and 
threaten: which I made Him ſenſible was a very un- 


ſucceſsful Way of Arguing with One, whom He own- 
ed to be ſincere, who had all manner of worldly 
Reaſons to wiſh him-ſelf miſtaken, but was overs 
powered by the Force of Truth; which He could not 


withſtand Himſelf, if He would but pleaſe to liſten 


to it. I muſt add, that Preferments for Me, had rum 


in His Head for a long while, and his Zeal, I ſup- 


poſe, was never the leſs, for His ſceing His Bopes 
thus diſappointed. F Man; 


(34) 
Many a time did I ſhed Tears at His paſſionate 
Arhreatnings : many a time did I walk and ſigh along 
the Shore, towards. England, to avoid the Sight of 
Him: and if I had then had a fair Opportunity, 
(which I ſought more than once,) I ſhould no 
doubt have chearfully embraced it. The only Com- 
fort I found, in all that Time, (rather more inſup- 
portable than the fix laſt Months I was kept in Prt- 
ſon by the Jeſuits,) was in My Siſter, who alleviated 
My Grief by many Demonſtrations of Concern and 
Pity. 

My Father, ſeeing that neither His Anger, nor His 
Monk Botks would do, put on a more ſerene Coun- 
tenance, through which I could eaſily diſcern the 
{ame Sourneſs within. Thinking that F. Malebranche 
was the only Man who would be able to bring Me 
to My Senses again, He wrote to him, and ordered 
Me to do the ſame. I told My Father that there was 
no manner of need of doing it; that I knew pretty 
well what kind of Mathematical and Metaphyſical De- 
monſtrations He had for the Infallibilit) of the Church, 
&c. that, as lame as they were, I had been, as many 
others, mightily taken with them, before I had ob- 
ſerved His newro , * which was to ſuppoſe the 
A: ticles of Faith ſettled at any Time by the Church, to 
be what well atteſted Experiments are in Natural Phi- 
Loſephiy; and afterwards to build up Syſtems in order 
to reconcile the Tenets of the Church with the Dictates 
of Reaſon, it poſſible; and if not, to reſt nevertheleſs 
humbly ſatisfied that they were by no means Repug- 
nant, for all the ſeeming Contradiction that, in the 
preſent ſhortneſs of our Knowledge, might appear 
between em. I added further, that beſi des F. Male- 
branche 's relying blindly upon the Authority of the 
Church, (that is, of the Romiſh Clergy,) in ſpite of the 
wonderful good * he had ſaid about the Dan- 


* 
* 


* 


Ses one of bis aſt Metaphyſical Diſcourſes, 


(35) T 
ger of pinning One's Faith upon Authority in general, - 
I had diſcovered the Spring of his primary Miſtake, in 
Matrers of Religion, which was to indulge too much 
His Metaphy{ical Genius, and to be not only a perfect 
Stranger, but alſo an Enemy, to Reading. I wiſhed He 
had beſtowed half the Time waſted in His dry Medi- 
tations, in peruſing ſome Books, as I had done, and 
eſpecially Mr. Claude's Writings, which I entreated 
My Father to read, but which He would not ſo much 
| as look into. 1 1 | 
— Notwithſtanding all I could ſay againſt My writing 
to F. Malebranche, My Father inſiſted ſo much upon 
it, that I complied merely to ſhow him how willing 
I was to do ſo, in every Thing in which My Conſci- 
ence was not concerned, nor My Duty to God incon- 
ſiſtent with My Duty to him. F. Malebrauche's An- 
{wer was, that He had neither Time to ſpare, nor 
Willingneſs to engage in Controverſy, and that One 
who was on the one Hand able to conſult the UN r- 
VERSAL REASON, and on the other, (as He {till 
ſuppoſed,) ſubmiſſive to the 1nfalible Authority of the 
Church, could not poſſibly fall into any dangerous Er- 
rors. He added in general, that Mr. Claude (whom 
My Father had told him that I liked, ) had loaded the 
Church with Calumnies; which ſatisfied Me that F. 
M. had not read his Works, and made Me more and 
more ſenſible of the Malignancy of Prejudices in ge- 
neral, but eſpecially in religious Matters, as trampling 
down all good Senſe, good Nature, and common E- 

uity. | | | - 

After this, My Father abated much of his Frowns, 
and looked a little leſs cloudy. His Ind ifference J 
bore well enough, not without Hopes that Time 
would remove it; and there being now no more talk 
about the Matter, I went on pretty eaſy. | 

The Town knew nothing of all this. Indeed 

| every Body could not but wonder never to ce 
Me at the Altar, who'\never failed before to appear 
there every Day, and now only coming to Church 

| | | F 3 - upon 


(35) 
upon Sundays, to hear a Sermon and the Pſalms, or 
to pray in a Corner. My Father and Siſter both gave 
to that Conduct of mine the beſt Turn they could; 
but at laſt every One began to ask louder what was 
the Matter. So that My Father, ſeeing that there was 
no poſſibility of ſhaking My Reſolution, and that it 
was high time for Me to be gone, tald Me that he 
deſigned to ſend Me back to Paris, as I deſired ; but 
that He would haye Me {tay in the way at Je Mans, 


with one of My Relatious, whom He would charge to 


take Care of Me. Tho' He gave no Reaſon for it, 
and tho' I told Him that I had nothing to do there, 
He was fo preſſing upon the Point, and I ſo deſirous 
to be out of His Sight, that I ſubmitted. This, and 
His not letting Me go by the Stage-Coach, but chu- 
ſing rather to be at the Expence of giving Me a Man 
a Horſe-back, ſeemingly to guide, (but in truth ta 


guard Me) with ſome other Things, rendred Me a 


little ſuſpicious, and made Me miſtruſt his laſt, tho 
tolerably kind Embracings. He charged Me with 
an open Letter, in which He told My Relation that 
we were agreed I ſhould ſtay there three Months with him; 
after which Time I fhould go Kain to Faris, in order 10 
proceed in My Stuates. 

When I was at le Mans, by a good Providence, I 
intercepted two Letters of My Father to My Relation. 
The Hirſt runs thus: 


SI 1 R, 


oF I HE Secret I wanted ta entruſt you with, a- 

bout My Son is, that expecting in Him a 
1 Holy Priesz, I have found Him the molt profligate 
Heretic that cver was; and One, wha has the t- 
«© nos] Contempt for Yaur Religion and Mine. You may 
© gueſs what My Grief is on account of this Mietch. 
«© Hy Conſcience, My Honor, and the Honour of the 


«:C a URCH, being hig ghly concerned in the Thing; 


** I beicech you ro contrive the Matter with Mr. Des 


7 0 


0 


da. 


. 


; Jos * and to deſire the Biſhop of le Mans | to 
* take Him up into his Seminary, in order to try the 


* effeual Means of reclaiming Him, who is gone a- 
*« {tray. This Affair requires the utmoſt Secrecy, not to 


” frighten Him away. For if we were not Maſters 


« of His Liberty, He would immediately fly into Hol- 
* land, or England. This is the Myſtery, Sir, of which 
* I wanted to inform you. You will have your 
« Share in the Merit of this Action, and you will 


_* preyent the Miſchief which He is able to do to Re- 


© /igion, out of a falſe Zeal for Truth. For He is more 
ce addicted to Hereticks, than if He was borx in their Re- 
90 ligion. 


« He has not performed the leaſt Duty of a Prief2 


© ſince He has been here, which is two Months or 


c more. No Maſs, no Breviary, no Prieſt's Tonſure. 
“ He has the wutmost Contempt for the Church of Rome. 
«© This is the Man, in whom I promiſed My-ſelf I 
© ſhould find Comfort. He has carried His Audaci- 
« onſneſs ſo far, as to attempt to draw Me and His 
«* Sifter too into His pernicious Errors. I am ſo 
* deeply touched with Grief, that nothing but God 


& alone can mitigate it. Anſwer Me, if you pleaſe, 


« through the Hands of the Bearer, whom I depend 
*© upon, \ and who is wholly Mine. I expe& your 
« Anſwer with an Impatience equal to the Eſteem 
c with which I am, Cc. 

If He deſires you to lend Him Money, tend 
Him none, I beſeech you. 


By the ſecond Lots of My Father it appears that 
My Relation ated the Part of a True Friend between 
Us: for which I owe him Thanks. It is as follows. 


2 


* Another of My Relations. 
T My Father would apply to 9 becauſe J had been or- 


dained "Prief at * Mans. 
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FE any thing can mitigate my Grief in the Caſe 
„ it is your ſharing of it. I approve 


very much of what your Prudence has ſuggeſted to 
you. But let us endeavour, My dear Friend, not to 
be cheated by » whoſe Outſide is the moſt en- 
ticing, who will leave nothing Unattempted, in or- 
der to find out what Hints I have given to you 
concerning the Condition He 1s in. I am ſatisfied 
that his Thoughts, in reſpe& to what occaſions My 


Grief, are the mot: ſerious and the moſt fixed, and 


that they are owing neither to Levity, nor to 
IVarmth of Imagination; tho' one would be apt to 
think that they ſpring chiefly from ſome ſuch Di 
compoſure of Mind. Be therefore upon your Guard, 
Sir, do not go to betray your Breaſt, watch your 
Words with Him ; for he has no leſs Miſtruſt, than 
Senſe and Quickneſs of Sight; and if He could 
pry into the Motives of My ſending Him to e 


Mans, which I have acquainted you with, I do not 
queſtion but that He would get out of Sight, when 


You leaſt expe& it. So that I think it moſt adviſe- 


able to apply without delay to the Biſhop of le Mans, 


in order to get him into his Seminary, and to bring 


him back into the Boſom of the Mother whom He has 
forſaken, and for whom He has an infinite Aver/ion, 


and even Contempt. I know Him better than any 
Body elſe ; I have ſeen Him too much, and kept 
Company with Him too much, during the two 
Months He has been at Home. Do you think fit 


1 ſhould write to the Biſhop of le Maus, without diſ- 


covering My-ſelf ſo much to Him, as I have done 
to You; to let Him know that is his Pries, 
and that he has ſuch Opinions about Religion as 
want a ſpeedy Remedy? I will follow in this your 


Advice. According to My Notions, the ſooner 


this is done, the better. For I owe that Duty to 
the CHURCH, in order to prevent a greater 


« Mil- 


© 
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dent might have happened to you: Keep that Let- 


* 


—B Ro 

Miſchief. He has diſgraced Himſelf; I look upon 
Him as a Man utterly andone, and who wants ſuch 
a Curb as may ſtop Him ſhort, and obviate the 
Miſchief He would certainly do to Religion. No- 
thing is more inſinuating than He is; and as He 


is confident that Truth is on His Side, He would e- 


ſteem it an Heroick Action in the Eyes of God, to 
involve Others in His HERESY. I am perſwaded 
that He has poiſoned with it N=— and think 
My-ſelf bound in Conſcience to Caution You againſt 
Him, in reſpe& to your Nephew, with whom you 
have lodged Him. For ſince He has made his At- 
tempts upon Me and his Siſter, you may gueſs af 
there is any truſting of Him. His Conditioh is a 
Gulph of We, and I believe I may aver that His 


bad Doctrine and His HERESY is the ONLYVice 
He is gujlty of. I have been too long, Sir. But it i 


proper to reſtrain this Mretch, who does not feel 
his own Miſery, and who thinks Hims-ſelf in the 


right ay. I wrote to Mr. Des Joncheres, and di- 


burthened My-ſelf to Him, being afraid ſome acct 


ter of Mine, ſince you are ſo kind as to be willing 
to take care of this Mretch. I only beg Leave of 
you to give him nothing beſides Neceſſaries, in or- 
der to deprive Him of the Means of going to 


Paris, where he has taken thoſe ſad Impreſſions 
which make Me groan, and which grieve Me be- 


yond all Expreſſion. Do Me the Favour to let Me 
know your Sentiments, that we may adviſe toge- 
ther about proper Meaſures in this Matter. How 


melancholy is it, Sir, to experience ſo ſad a Re- 
turn, and to feel the bitter Remembrance of the 


Pains I have loſt upon this Mreteh, whom I thought 


a Holy PriefZ; of which I cannot think, but with 


Tears in My Eyes, and piercing Grief in My Heart ? 
My Daughter preſents her humble Reſpects to you. 
She ſhares in My Affliction. I am, Cc. 


8 


— 


Cao) 


ec 1 have acquainted my Nephew with the Conditi- 
© on —— is in. If you think He may be of Uſe to 
cc you in this Affair, ſend Me Word if you Pleaſe, 
« and I will deſire Him to go to le Manus. 


— — 


La) 


Theſe two Letters ſtruck Me to the very Heart, 
and ſtick there too cloſely - ſtill. I dwelt upon them 
a little while, and quickly concluded that there 
was no better Way of anſwering them, than by hi- 


ring a Poſt-horſe as ſecretly as I could, and ſetting out 


for Flanders, at Eleven a Clock at N 


OO "OY 


. « _ 4 ** 1 22 r 4 
— * * 
1 


| rr. IV. 
An Account o M ly-ſelf ſiuce J left France. 


HUS 1 went away, truſting Providence only, 

knowing that I fled from France, never to ſee 
it again, but uncertain to what Part of the World 1 
was going: yet pleaſing My-ſelf with ſome faint Ex- 
pectation that perhaps My Father being firuck with 
My ſudden Diſappearing, and ſenſible both of My 


lt wont Reſolution, and of his i/1 Treatment « | 
Me, would now at laſt melt into Tenderneſs, and 
not wholly forſake Me. In order to help him to it, 

and make amends for what was paſt; I commanded 


My Reſentment as much as I could, and wrote to 
Him, I think it was from Tpres in Flanders, a Letter, 
propoſing to ſoften Him by the Mediation of My Re- 


lation ; or atleaſt to know from Him the utmoſt of what 


1 was to expect from Him. 

I made ſome Stay at Furnes in Flanders, which was 
a ſafer Place than Tprer, to expect my Father's Anſwer. 
I received it through the Hands of My Relation, who 
told Me from Him, that My Father would liſten to no 


Propoſal of Mine, until I would ſurrender and ſhut 


My-ſelf up in ſome Seminary at Paris. This was 8 
+: (4 air " 


Pax 2a 


tus) 


from Him, ſince I have-been in Foreign Conntries, tho 
T have written many Letters to Him. 
. Whilſt I was at Furnes, I went to pay a Vit to 
Mr. Simond, Miniſter of the French Gartiſon there, who; 
as He was the firſt French Miniſter 1 have been ac- 
quainted with, ſo He ſhewed himſelf, in all Reſpects, 
One of the honeſteſt and beſt naturd Men in the 
World. During the Time I was thefe, Ze, and the 
French Officers, ſhewed Me all manner of Kindneſs and 
Civility. What Opinion he had of Me, will appear 
by a Lenin of his“. By Him I was recommended to 
Mr. De Foncourt, Miniſter of the French Charch at the 
Hague, an obliging open Man. 

I increaſed My Acquaintance amongſt the French 
Clergy there, no farther than #wo ; the learned Mr. De 
La Placette (known by his Books of Morality, and o- 
thers ;) and Mr. Huet, (known by his Sufferings and 
Perſecutions from Mr. Jurieu;) both Men of an ad- 
mirable Temper, and in whom I found the true Chris 
ſtian Spirit. 

I got more Friends amongſt the Laity; namely 
ſome French Officers; and the whole Society of the 
Journaliſts and I am glad to have this Opportunity 
of making a Publick Acknowledgment of the Kinds 
neſs of them all, arid of the Generoli icy of ſome of 
then. 

One of the Anthors of the French Journal gave Me 
ſuch a Character in a Book * which he publiſhed, as 
I ſhould be aſhamed to point at, if the Neceſſity o 

«Se/f-defence was not known to force the moſt unwilling 
ont of the ordinary Bounds of Modeſty, He printed 
at the ſame time ſome Verſes of mine, taken both 


from TO Poetical DEN to F. Malebranche, and from 
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* See & the End. 

+ Entitled Doctor Mathanaſius, wuritten againſt the imperti- 
vent Commentators and Criticks: He is alſo the Author of the 
Memoits of Literature; which 1 have already mentioned. 


dn h Comfort, as well as the only Anſwer, I have received | 
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lows. 


(a) 


another, which I wrote, immediately afrer My coming 


into Holland, againſt Popiſh Superſtition. It is directed 
to a Lover of Truth, and runs upon the Abuſes, the 
falſe Doftrines, and Tyranny, of the Church of Rome. 


The Place which my Friend choſe to quote, is a 
ſhort Deſcription of the barbarous Perſecutions of the 
Faudois, and is a Part of a General One, of the 
Cruelties of the Church of Rome, from their firſt begin- 
ning to the late Dragoonades in France ; ſupported by 


Hiſtorical Notes. My Siſter, who had ſeen Part of it, 
found Me ſo hard upon her Church, that ſhe begs of 
Me, in a Poſtſcript to a very kind and judicious Let- 


ter, to ſpare 1t a little more, in the following Words. 


« I Defire N to perſwade you to moderate 
« a little the Vivacity with which you abaſe our 
cc Church, in your Writings ; you ought to do ſo, 


te out of Charity. Moderation and Geatleneſs ought 
« always to be the Character of a Man as reaſonable 
cc as you are. Be ſo good then, my dear Brother, as to 


ce have ſome Regard to my Requeſt. You have no 


ce other Way of giving Me any Tokens of that 
« Friendſhip, of which you aſſure Me in ſo oblig- 


_ © ing a Manner. | 


The Letter it ſelf is worth inſerting: it is as fol- 


7 HE Difference of our Sentiments, my dear 


FBrother, does not hinder my being ſenſible 


c of the Pleaſure of hearing of you. I would have ever 
<< entreated you to let Me know oftener how you 
do, if it had not been for ſuch Reaſons, as you are 


cc not ignorant of. Hy 
«© Your lait Letter puts an End to our Hopes of your 


« Return, and My Father ſinks entirely under it. His 
Silence ſhows you enough to what degree He is 


ce touched with Grief." As every one is to anſwer for 


S a 


„ himiclt, my dear Brother, 1 confeſs, I look upon the 


RY 
* 


mn 


ee Courſe you have taken with a little leſs Concern : 


A 


. 
& 


* 


«& which I am reſolved ever to be, 3 
My dear Brother, 0 Dur Siſter, 
At Moriaix, 16th. 


of OR, i516. PDR LA PILLONNIERE. 


[ have inſerted at length this Letter, both to ſerve 


as a Leſſon of Meekneſs and mutual Forbearance to Us 
all, and to give a freſher Inſtance of my Sincerity, and 


of the Opinion which they have in France of it. To 


My Siſter's Poſiſcript J anſwered, that I was as inclina- 
ble to Moderation, as ever ſhe could wiſh, in reſpect 
to mere Errors, both in her Church, and in Any of our 
one but that what was intolerable in Chriſtians, was 
Cheat and Hypocriſy, Rancour and IIl- Nature, Tyranny 
and Perſecution; and theſe, as Intolerable in other 
Churches, as in her Church; and that, after ſhe had 
made that Difference, I did not queſtion but that ſhe 
would ſee plainly that the cooleſt and the beſt natur- 
ed in the fret Reſpe&, mult be the warmeſt and the 
ſevereſt in the latter. EE EY 
I was _ ſettled in the Principle of Toleration, be- 
fore I left France; ſo far as to Unchurchno Church, con- 
ſiſting of Perſons who believed in Chris, and received 
the Goſpel ; and to Unchriſtian no Chriſtian, if I could 
_ preſume him to be ſincere, and to have uſed his be- 
Endeavours to find out the true Senſe of it, and to live 
according to it, I had indeed that tryly Proteſtant, 
Chriſtian, and Good. natur d Principle, firſt from F. 
Malebranche, who, (what I look upon as the chief 
Part of his Glory,) abhorred the burning and damning, 


— 
——_—. 
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= ol Freiher /#i/l is, that a Seaman whom 1 had charged 
wv th Letters foi My Father and Siſter, left Word the other Day 
4 My Lor 4's, t My Father had nothing to ſay to Me. 


G 2 Ee, 


tho'Iam ſorry that you have left us. But all that does 
not exempt Me from the Ties which engage Me ro 
* You. Thoſe engage Me to aſſure You, that nothing 
can diminiſh the Friendſhip and Inclination with 
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( 44) i 
cc. of Hereticks; and afterwards from Papin, Bayle, and 
Grotius; and it has ſunk fince ſo much more deeply in- 
to Me, by reading Mr. Bayle's Philoſophical Commentary 
upon theſe Words, Conſtrain them to come in; Mr. Lock's 
Letter about. Toleration, Eraſmus, Tillotſon, Hales, Chil- 
lingworth, Taylor's Liberty of Propheſying, and many o- 
thers; that I confeſs, whenever | forſake it, I ſhall think 
my {elf relaps'd to the worſt Part of Popery. 3 

I ſaw very plainly how ridiculous, (1 had almoſt 
{aid, impudent,) it would have been for Me, juſt after 
having diſcarded Authority in Matters of Belief, to ga 
and ſet it up again; for one who had juſt torn to pieces 
its Fetters, not to go on ſteadily in the Way of Free 
Examination. And, as I was not on the one Hand ſa 
weak, or ſo faviſhly inclined, as to give up immedi- 
ately that Freedom, which had very lately coſt me ſo 
dear: So, on the other Hand, I was not ſo Inconfiſtent 
with My-ſeif, nor ſo Unjsir, as to be deſirous to en- 
croach upon the ſame Freeaom in others. 3 

I did not expect indeed that there ſhould be na 
Differences amongſt Proteſtauts. I knew too well the 
Natural Conſequences of Freedom, and the Frame of 
Human Nature ; how various our Natural Parts and 
Endowments are ; how different Turns we receive from 
Education, and other Circymſtances of Life; and ho- 
narrou the May is, which leads to Knowledge, as well 
as to Life. But I ſtill hoped that the Generality of 
Proteſtants were in this Particular of My Mind ; that, 
how different ſoever their Jay of Thinking might be, 
They were of one Heart and one Sou]; and that Chriſtian 
Forbearance (the want of which had incenſed Me more 
than any thing elſe againſt Popery,) was amongſt Them, 
(inſtead of the Holy See,) the Centre of Unity, and the 
Bond of Love. 1 : 

Great was My Surprize indeed, and Grief alſo, 
when I ſaw the Proteſtant Churches rent into ſa 
many Ecclefiaſtical Factions; Hating, Damning, Per- 
ſecuting; and, upon many Occaſons, treating one an- 
other near as all of them are treated by the Popiſes ; 
5 | | Wnen 
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ers, otherwiſe very great and valuable Men, burning Thoſe 
whom They judged Hereticks ; when I thought of the 
Decrees of the Synod of Bort againſt the Arminians; of the 
Uncharitableneſs of many of the Lntherans towards the 
| Calviniſts, and Pietiſts; of the mutual Rancour of many 
Churchmen and the Rigid. Presbyterians in Britain; of the 
Agreement of them almoſt in nothing but in blacken- 
ing Thoſe, as Enemies to All Religion and All 
Churches, who are equally againſt this Spirit of Im- 
poſition and Oppreſſion in them All, &c. when I ſaw 
ſo great a Part of the Proteſtant Writers Complimentin 
the People with the Right of Searching the Scripture, wt. 
yet acting, each of them in their Way, as the ſole Su- 
preme Interpreters of it; holding forth to them the 
Word of God with one Hand, and ſtealing it away with 
the other; and recommending in its ſtead, Confeſſtons of 
Faith, and Syſtems, of their own Making. 


Great, I ſay, was My Surprize, and Grief alſo, when 


I thus met again in My Way the ſame dreadful Enemy, 


which had forced Me out of My Country. But this 


was not all. For this Unaccountable and truly Popiſh 
Behaviour of ſo many Proteſtants, filled my Mind, I 
confeſs, with ſuch Thoughts, as nothing but a New, 
Diligent, and Impartial Examination into the Truth 
of Revealed Religion it ſelf could remove. And the 


ſame Love of Truth, which inſpired Me with thoſe 
Thoughts, and put Me upon this ſerious Inquiry, - 


brought it quickly to a good Iſue. I preſently diſcover- 
ed that the wild Conduct and Abſurd Fancies of Chri- 
ſtiaus had nothing to do with Chriſtianity ; the main 
End of which was to teach Us to live ſoberly, godli- 
ly, and righteouſly ; that it is ſupported by unexceptio- 


nable Facts, and affords Us the zoblef? Examples, the 


mo? ſublime Precepts, and the ſrrongef? Motives. 


Thus, after a long and impartial Inquiry after the Tay 


which leads to Truth, and to Eternal Happineſs, I found 


at laſt a Rei? for the Sole of My Foot, (as the incom- 


parable Mr. Chilingwerth, who was once a Papis?, _ 


when I found in Hiſtory,Several of the Proteftant-Leads 


- —— 


0 4 
= 
> 63% 


— — 
— 4 


—— — n 
r SIDING: 


— — — 
. — xp — — 


- 2 — — — ͤ— - 
wt. - * — — = * 
—_ 2 2 —— o - « Ws B * 
4 — 2 — A L 1 2 * 5 
— .— nod Wd > A. a 
Dre 
i ne 2 


10 
Ky: 
t 
- 
4 
_ 
> 
Oo 
g. 
. 4 
1 
\ 
7 bv 
1 
i. 
4 4 
. 
[7 
6) 
_ 
* 
" 
45 
1 
1 
5 4 
* 4 
* et 
| 
4 
: 
- 
_ 
5 
* 
9 
7 
U 
N 
= 
—_ 
5 
4 
1 
N 
324 
; 5 
i l 
17 
* 4 
Fi 
= 


> boa — - — 7-3 5 — 
— Rods - —— .. — OE 4 noon — <a —ꝓ— on ent —-— = BR FEET VI Fa BT 
4 - c — 8 ; YEE 2 N il — d 


"Th ad pr” 
I think a Prief? too, expreſſes Himſelf ;) by taking 
My Eyes off from the Perſons and Parties of Men, 
and being ſettled in the Belief and Love of the most 
amiable Religion, and in the atmo? Abhorrence of its 
two great Corrupters, viz. Superſtition and Perſecution, in 
all Shapes and all Countries. 
Quickly after this, at the Requeſt of the Learned 
Mr. 4e Clerc, who told Me that it was wanting, I un- 
dertook a French Trauſlation of Grotius's Book about 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion. He himſelf help- 
ed Me out in ſome difficult Paſſages ; and the Tran- 
flation of the whole, I have ſtill by Me. - 
After I had been» ſome Time thus ſeriouſly and 
carefully weighing Things of the utmoſt Importance, 
I choſe to join My-ſelf with the Church of the Armi- 
2ians not ſo much becauſe their Doctrine, ſummed 
up in the ve, Articles, appeard to Me agreeable to 
the New-Teſtament, as becauſe They were of all Pro- 
teſtants, the leaſt chargeable with the Uncharitable Spi- 
rit of Popery; profeſſing to receive, and to communi- 
cate with, all Thoſe who profeſs to believe the Scrip- 
ture to be the Word of God, and live according to it: which 
I found afterwards to be the incomparable Chilting- 
worth's Notion of a Chriſtian. L | - 
His MaJzs ry was now called to the Crown of 
Great Britain, by the Death of the late Queen, and 
expected at the Hague. At His Arrival, I preſum'd to 
compliment Him with a ſhort Poem in French, upon His 
Acceſſion to the Crown, as being a ſincere Partner of the 
Univerſas Joy. In which, it I was ſo fortunate as not 
to diſpleaſe; I owe much to the Civility of Mr. Ro- 
beton, to whom I was recommended by his Landlord, 
Mr. De Jouncort's Neighbour and particular Friend. 
He was fo generous as to do Me ſome good Offices 
then, as he has done ſince in Exgland; particularly 
when I preſented Another Poem to His Majeſty upon 
His Coronation. 
The Proſpect of Affairs was ſo much altered by 
His Majeſty's Acceſſion to tl. e Throne of Great Britain, 
| = © - ' 1 


(47) 
that, tho' I had found Friends, who would have en- 
truſted Me with a very conſiderable Sum of Money, 
for raiſing a Trade, I reſolved to follow His Majeſty ; 
in hopes of ſome Alteration, more agreeable to My 
Inclination, and former Way of living; not at all diſ- 
couraged by My private Circumſtances, which, tho 
they were (very narrow, I thanked Providence for ; 
knowing e were Thouſands in the ſame Caſe, 
who could not help being Burthenſome, and who met 
with very little Concern and Relief. 

Mr. Le Clerc was ſo kind, as to give Me a very o- 
bliging Letter, when J left Holland, for the late Biſhop 
of Salisbury; wherein, among other Things, He in- 
formed the Biſhop of My Family, and of My Acquain- 
tances at Paris; of which He had heard from ſome 
who had travelled into Fance. But the World was 
ſo unhappy as to looſe quickly that truly Chriſtian Bi- 
ſhop, and zealous Enemy to Popery, Perſecution, and J- 
ranny and with Him I loſt the honour of His Fa- 
vour and Protection. | | 

After I had been about ſix Months in England, Mr. 
Mills, School-maſter at Croydon, happened to want a 
French Maſter. He applicd to a French Miniſter of My 
Acquaintance, who teaches now his School, and who 
thinking not proper then to accept the Place, direct- 
ed Mr. Mills to Me. As I was willing to improve in 
Engliſh, and was required to beſtow no more of My 
Time than an Hour and a Half every Day, I made 
My Agreement with Him. | 

It was the Time that the /ate Rebellion was on foot, 
when I was at Croydon. I appeal to the whole Town, 
and to All that I there converſed with, if both the 
Enemies and Friends of King GzoRG E, did not agree 

in thinking Me, from My whole Behaviour, to be 2 
true Friend to His Intereſt, and to the Proteſtant 
Cauſe, and treat Me as ſuch. I might appeal to the 
Youths then at School there, whether I did not, for that 
very Reaſon, go under the Name of a Presbyterian, as 
many others have done; and whether I did not always 


04890 


endeavour amongſt Them to ew My Zeal for tlie 


King's Cauſe. + 309 48 16-1712 
My Lord George Howard was then often at Croydon; 
and that Noble Lord will not, I am ſure, be diſpleaſed 
that I make uſe of His Name, in My own juſt and 
neceſſary Vindication. I acknowledge My Obligati- 


ons for His great Civilities to Me. But they did not 


hinder Me from endeavouring to convince Him of 


many Bad Things in His Church, both by Diſcourſe 


and Letter; 'till He was a little Uneaſy at it, and 

wrote to Me that I ſhould be welcome to Him, if I 

would forbear All Diſcourſes upon ſuch Subjects. 
As for My Behaviour within Doors, the whole Fa- 


mily, I am certain, cannot but bear Witneſs that I 
lived there a very Retired and Studious Life. A- 
mongſt other Things, I Tranſlated into French the four 


Sermons of My Lord Biſhop of Bangor againſt the Free- 
Thinkers ; Dr. Clarke's incomparable Book about the Ex 
iſtence and Attributes of God; deſigning to go on in 
Tranſlating His ſecond Volume of Boyle's Lectures a- 
bout the Truth of Revealed Religion, as ſoon as I could 
depend upon a Book: ſeller to print the whole: None 
of which ſhould I ever have voluntarily undertaken 
to trouble My-ſelf about, had I put on, as I am falſly 
and barbarouſly accuſed, the Air of a FREE-TRHINEERR. 
Whilſt I lived at Croydon, the late Arch-Biſhop of Cans 


terbury (upon what Account I do not ſay, but not up- 
on any {ſingle Inſtance of My own Behaviour) enter- 


tained a Suſpicion againſt Me. But like a true Chri- 
ſtian Prelate, and One of a Generous and Noble Spi- 
rit, Hz did not condemn me without Examination 
but made this the Occaſion of a ſtrict Enquiry into 
My Character. What the Reſult of that Enquity was, 


appears from the following Teſtimonial, willingly and 
© heartily drawn up and ſubſcribed by the Perſon Hrs 
Grace employed to make that Enquiry, LD 


THESE 


( 


THESE are to Certify, That the late Lord Archi- 
N Biſhop of Canterbury, about three or four Months 
before His Death, as near as I can remember, com- 
manded me to make an exact Enquiry after the True 
Character of One Mr. Peletier, a Foreign Miniſter; 
[He means a French Clergyman] whoſe true Name 
we afterwards found was De la Pilloniere, the ſame 
Perſon who now lives with the Lord B ſhop of Ban- 
gor. I did accordingly enquire with the utmoſt Care 
and Diligence (as I had oft uſed ih ſuch like Caſes.) 
And finding out ſeveral Perſons who were well ac- 
quainted with Him, and very good Judges of Men, 
I received from Them a full Account of Him. I re- 
ported this Account, with the Names of Thoſe I had 
conſulted, to His Grace: Who ſeem'd 16 Me to have 
received much the ſame Account Himſelf from other 
Hands. And I do hereby aſſure the World, that His Grace 
(he was always carefully Inquiſitive, and very Jea- 
lous in theſe Caſes) appear'd perfectly ſatisfied of the 
Reality and Sincerity of Mr. Pilontere's Converſion 
from the Romiſb Religion, and of His being a True 
Chriſtian and Proteſtant, and intimated; that it might 
be the better for Him here, as well as berenfter; or ſome- 
thing to the ſame Effect; by which I (who knew ve- 
ry well His Grace's uſual Way of ſpeaking in ſuch 
Caſes) underſtood that He himſelf defignd to make 
ſome Proviſion fer that Gentleman; in ſome Way or 
other: And I am perſwaded, He did ſo deſign. This 
I think My-ſelf obliged to Teſtify to the World, in 
order to remove a Calumny which I judge to be en- 
tirely Groundleſs, and which I have heard hath been 
unjuſtly ſupported (by Thoſe who have been the Chief 
Spreaders of this Calumny) by the Authority of that 
moſt Excellent Metropolitan: Who, I know and affirm, 
Thought the Contrary to what hath been injuriouſly 
laid upon Him, ſince His Death. - 0 
Jul the 1eth; | Ambr. Narren. 
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To this I ſhall add, that Mr. Mills has done Me 
the Juſtice to own that, after this, He never heard any 
thing more of My Lord Arch-Biſhop's Suſpicions about 
Me: as He had done before, to write a Letter Him- 
ſelf to His Grace, (which His Uſher the Reverend Mr. 
Jones read to Me,) in order to ſatisfy Him of the 
Good Character I deſerved. But the greateſt Proof 
that Mr. Mills gave, of His being ſatisfied of My de- 
ſerving no ſuch Character as might make any one a- 
ſhamed of Me, was, that He entertained Me in His 
Houſe Six Months, and more, after His Grace's firſt 
Suſpicion ; and that, at laſt, J was not diſmiſſed by 
Him, but voluntarily left His Service: which, I would 
hope, might be a Demonſtration to All Mr. Mzills's 
Friends, that it cannot be a Crime, or a Scandal, for 
Any other Perſon to entertain Me. | 

This is All, I ſhall trouble the Reader with, about 
this Part of My Life, unleſs Any Others ſhall be plea- 


ſed to impart any thing to the World, which may 


make it neceſſary for Me to proceed in the lawful and 


juſt Vindication of My-ſelf. a 


I had been ſo fully recommended to My Lord Biſhop 


of Bangor, that, His Lordſhip being willing to take Me 


into His Family, I left Mr. Mills upon that Account. 


Of My Behaviour, fince I have been ſo happy as to 


live with Him, it is not fit for Me to ſay any thing 
My: ſelf. I refer the Reader to what His Lordſhip is 


pleaſed to ſay in the Preface to this Apology, The 


World certainly cannot but judge, both from His Wri- 
tings in the Cauſe of Proteſtantiſm, and of the preſent 
Royal Family; and from the Zeal of All Roman Catho- 


ichs and Jacobites againſt Him; that He is at leaſt, 


as hearty an Enemy of the Popiſh Cauſe, as Thoſe are, 


to whom the Papiſts are ſo much more favourable ; 


and at leaſt, as good a Judge of the Men whom He 


thinks proper to entertain, as Thoſe who never took 


half the Pains which He has, in being ſatisfied about 
Them. 8 | | 


e _ 
- One Thing I mall mention e that Whilſt 1 was 
in London, with His Lordſbip, laſt Winter, I was in- 
formed by my good Friend, Mr. Bembdy in Pell. Mell, of 
the great Affliction a Gentlewoman was in, on account 
of Her Daughter's being ſeduced into the Popiſh Reli- 
gion. How I behaved My-ſelf on this Occaſion, will : 
appear by the following Certificate. oh 


1 THE Underwritten do hereby moſt willingly! a 
with all Sincerity and Acknowledgment, declare, 
(and, if need be, wou'd confirm it by Oath) that 
My Daughter, being, to My extreme Grief and Con- 
cern, ſeduc d into the Profeſſion of the Popiſh Reli- 
gion, Mr. de la Pilloniere came ſeveral Times to her, 
and took very ſincere Pains, labouring with molt ex- 
traordinary Patience and Concern to convince Her of 
the Unchriſtian Errors of that Religion. 
At My Deſire, and that of Others, He readily un- 
dertook a Conference with their Prieſts. After which, 
His ftay in Town being ſhort, He procur'd other a- 
ble and learned Divines, to carry on, and perfe& (if 
poſſible) this charitable Work He had begun with 
great Zeal and Application. And in all his Conduct, 
in which plainly appeard an extraordinary Patience, 
Charity, and a true compaſſionate Senſe of My Affli- 
&ion, and the unhappy Caſe of My Dau — He 
ſhow'd Himſelf to be a hearty Enemy to . Popiſh 
Cauſe, and a true Proteſtant, This I willingly, and 
with all Sincerity declare. 
zo of July, -_ M. Lowdham. 
1717. | 7s 
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Relating to the Proteſtant Refugees. 


Oo F all Proteſtants, the French Refugees muſt needs 
be the moſt endeared to Me, by the Name of 


Country- men, . of Sufferings, and by Their di- 
H 2 ſinguiſhed 
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ſtinguiſhed Zeal for the Proteſtant Interef?, and the 
preſent Royal Family. If there be Any amongſt Them 
prepoſſeſſed againſt Me; (and no wonder if ſome. 
thould be ſo, either on Account of My having been 
of the Church of Rome, both a Prieſt and a Jeſuit ; or 
of My having joined in Holand with the Arminian 
Church, whoſe Doctrine is embraced almoſt by the 
whole living Church of England, ever fince Arch-Biſhop 
Laud's Time ;) | cannot but think it a very hard Lot 


to be thus treated by the Proteſtants, and hated by the. 


Papiſit, at the ſame Time. I am ſorry to find Any 
diſpleaſed with Me, merely becauſe I cannot agree 
with Them in all Things: And I can do no more 
than refer Them to this Apology for My-ſelf, to con- 


vince Them of My fincere Attachment to Their 


main and true Interest, tho not to every Point of Do- 
ftrine once determined amongſt Them 

It, being lately ſtruck to the Heart with the M. natured 
and Unchriſtian Imperiouſneſs of Popery, I have uſed any 
to vehement or too hard Expreſſion, in ſpeaking of Any 
of thoſe Proteſtants, who ſeemed to Me to turn with 


the ſame Spirit of Huughtineſs and Rancour againſt 


Thoſe who differ from Them, (let Them be never ſa 
Blameleſs, never ſo good Chriſtians, and never ſo full 
of valuable Qualities ;) even whilſt They are grievouſ- 
ly Complaining of that evil Spirit in Others, and diveſt- 


ing Themſelves of All manner of Right to Dominion over 
the Faith and Conſciences of Men: If, I ſay, I have by | 


this, in the Integrity of My Heart, given Offence to 
Any well meaning Perſon, Jam ſorry for it. I can Truly 
declare, (and All Underſtanding and Impartial Judges 
will bear Witneſs to it) that I aimed at Nothing elle, 
but at the Rooting out from amongſt Us that Unchriſti- 
an and Unſociable Spirit; as knowing that I could ne- 
ver do the Proteſiaut Religion a greater Honour, nor 
ankind a better Service, I EL 
That this Spirit, which has all along Torn the Chri- 


flian World to pieces, and ever Thpeatens it with Maſſq- 


eres, Burnings, and Dragoons, ſhould Reign in Popiſh Coun- 
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| Fries without controll, I do the [ef a becauſe the 

Enormous Claim to Infallibility may in ſome meaſure 
account for it. But when 1 met with Any the like 
Methods of ſupporting Religion, in Proteſtauts, diſ- 
owning /ufallibility ; how natural was it, in One new- 
ly converted, to be much more ſhocked at it, in Them, 
than in Papiſts? Or what great Wonder if, in the 
Warmth of ſuch a Surprixę, I beſtowed ſuch hard Ex- 
preſſions upon it, as We all allow it to deſerve, when» 
ever it comes to be our own Lat, to feel the dreadful 

Effects of it from Other? | 
Thoſe Proteſtants, who are in any Degree poſſeſſed 
with it, merely through Weakneſs and Narrouneſs of 
Underſtanding, I pity. Thoſe who, from the Appear- 
ance of a worſe Principle, would a& under the Influen- 
ces of it, I ſhould be Falſe to the Proteſtant Cauſe, if I 
did not Oppoſe. Thoſe, who Hate it, (as All true 
Proteſtants, Conſiſtent with Themſelves, ought ro do) 
and eſpecially Thoſe, who ſhew Themſelves againſt 
it, I Efteem, Revereuce, and Love, as I ever did, and 
ever will, 

It, upon the Account of thus extending this good Prins. 
ciple to All who profeſs Chriſtianity ; or "for commend- 
ing the ſame good Spirit in All Others, J muſt be brand- 
ed either as a Free-thinker, (in the abuſed Senſe of the 
Word) or a Socinian, &c. I can only forgive the [njurioz, 
and ſubmit to the Injury. I find this hath been the 
Fate of the NVorthieſt Men, with whoſe Names Mine 
ought never to be joined, The Great Arch-Biſhop T:- 
lot ſon was treated as a Free- thinker, i. e. even as an Atheiſt, 
only for the Sake of his Love to Reaſon ; and reviled as 
a Socini au. merely for openly commending the Temper 
of the firſt Writings of the Socinians, and the Charity 
and Publick Spirit of One of Them. Mr. Chilliugworth 
had the ſame opprobrious Name beſtow'd upon Him. 
Nor can I think of Any better Anſwer to make tothis 
groundleſs Accuſation, than what Arch-Biſhop Tillot- 
fon harh made long 2g0 with Reſpect to hi Great 
Man: I : 


rr 
te I xnow not how it comes to paſs, but ſo it is, (ſays 
at he) that every One that offers to give a Reaſonable 
& Account of his Faith, and to eſtabliſh Religion up- 


« on Rationa! Principles, is preſently branded for 2 


« Focinian; of which we have a ſad Inſtance in that 
cc Incomparable Perſon Mr. Chillingworth, the Glory 
cc of this Age and Nation, who for no other Cauſe, 
« that I know of, but his worthy and ſucceſsful At- 
« tempts to make Chriſtian Religion Reaſonable, and to 
c gifcover thoſe firm and ſolid Foundations upon 
c which our Faith is built, hath been requited with 


cc this black and odious Character. But if this be Soct- 


« zianiſm, for a Man to enquire into the Grounds and 
« Reaſons of Chriſtian Religion, and to endeavour to 
cc give a ſatisfactory Account why he believes it, I 
ce know no Way, but that all CoNSIDBRAT RE IN. 
c QuisiTivs Men, that are above Fancr and 
«© ENTHUSIASM, mult be either Soc1NIaNs, or 
& ATHEISTS. Poſthumous Serm. Vol. 12. p. 167. 

As for My-ſelf ; if I muſt till ſuffer for not appro- 


ving in Proteſtants what I could not help condemning. 


in Papiſts ; tor not thinking Abſolute Certainty any 
where, but where Abſolute Infallibility is ; for attribu- 
ting no more Authority to Men, either Single, or Ga- 
thered together, than what They attribute to Themſelves 


in All their Writings againſt the Papiſts; for contend- 
ing earneſtly for that Torzrxarion for ALI, which 


All contend for, for Themſelves ; and for not Unchriſti- 
aning Any Chriſtians, or Unchurching any One Church, 
to Compliment any Others: I can eſteem This, as no- 
thing but {till going on to ſuffer amongſt Proteſtants, 
in the very ſame individual Cauſe, for which I began 
to ſuffer amongſt the Papiſts. But as Melancholy as it 


is to meet with ſuch a Reception, and ſuch a Treat. 


ment, I will ſtand the Trial through the Aſiiſtance of 
God. For If I build again the Things I have deſtroyed, I 
maße My-ſelf a Tranſgreſſor, according to St. Paul, Gal. 
2. 18. A Text, which I pray God, we may all ſeri- 
ouſly conſider, 4 2 
q JECT, 
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I 
Shewmg the Teydency of Dr. Snape's Prin- 
ciples to the Defence both of the Authority 
f the Church of Rome, and of the Bar- 
barities made uſe of to ſupport it. 


1 Preſume, the World muſt be by this Time pretty 
well ſatisfied that J am as thoroughly Averſe to 
Popery, as any One born and educated a Proteſtant can 
poſſibly be ; and indeed, upon ſuch a Fonndation as 
molt of them, through the good Providence of God, 
can know nothing of. And having now given the 
moſt convincing Evidences of My Integrity, which I 
eſteem the higheſt Wiſdom, I will be ſo bold as to 
call my Accuſer to an Account, not of his Conduct in 
this Affair, (for even the Meaneſt Sort, who are com- 
petent Judges in Matters of Fact, and do not love to 
ſee any Body wronged, will do Me and Him Juſtice;) 
but of his Principles, which, I am ſure, I would extol 
to the Skies, and make uſe of for the Service of the 
Church of Rome, if I were a Perſonated Jeſuit, as He, 
good charitable Chriſtian, hath. publiſhed me to be: 
Indeed, I ſhould not of My-ſelf, without His Ex- 
ample, have thought of being ſo Prepoſterous and In- 
conſiſtent, as to begin thus with Thoſe whom I had 
any Deſign upon. 7 am as little deſirous as the Biſhop 
of Bangor, to debar Men the Uſe of their Reaſon, or to 
Hinder them from Examining the Doctrines they are 
Taught, whether they are Agreeable to Scripture, or Not“. 
For unleſs I had to do with Perſons Tame enough, not 
to ſtick in the leaſt at Contradictions, I ſhould have been 
afraid of being caught by Words that Imply ſo much in 
them; and I would not willingly have ventured ſo far, 
out of Regard to mere Decency. Neither would I have 
choſen to LIMIT the CHURCH to the enjoining Nothing 
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Repugnant to Gods Word +, (unleſs with a MEN TAI 
RESERVATION that My Cu uch never can, or 
never does, enjoin any ſuch thing,) for fear I might 
be perplex'd in the ſertirig out, with ſome ſuch Unan- 
Iwerable Queſtions as follow, from One or Other of 
Thoſe I was Inſtructing. C S, 
<« T pray, who is to judge whether the Cuvicn ens 
ce joint any thing Repugnant to God's Mord? Is it the 
tt Church, or 1? If it is the Church, One may be pre- 
ce ty ſure that the Church will never judge; let what it 
ce exjoins be ever ſo much Repugnant to God's Nord, that 
« Tt enjoins Any ſuch Thing; eſpecially if the Honour 
cc and Interest of the Church be highly concerned in it} 
cc and of this you have a pregnant Inſtance in the con- 
« ſtant Behaviour of All the Diſagreeing Churches, eves 
« ry one of which pronounces al others always in 
ce the Mrong, and It. ſelf Always in the Right. So that 
cc your Limitation, which looks at firſt ſo Dutiful to 
« the Mord of God, and fo Binding for the CH U RR, 
ce js a Cobweb, and ſignifies nothing. And why then 
ce do you ſpeak of Limitations at all, it being the Pre- 
ct rogative of the Church to judge in a! Caſes, whether 
what is enjoin d be Repugnant to Ged's Ward, or not; and 
« conſequently to determine that whatever It enjoins 
« js not fo? 3 5 
« But if I am to judge, and not the Church; then! 
ce may poſſibly judge that what is enjoin'd by the 
« Church is Repugnant to God's Word; and then the Au- 
ce ehority of the CHURCH being Limited by you to 
« what do not judge Repugnant to God's Mord, it Dwin- 
ce dles to NoTHING, in Matters of Religion. 
» I confeſs, I ſhould not be able well to ſatisfy ſuch a 
Difficulty : and therefore, ſhould not have choſen to 
have put it in My own Way. But if I had been led by 
the Example of a Learned Proteſtant Divine, either in 
order to remove a preſent Scandal of not dating 
to appeal to Reaſon in Behalf of My CHURCH; or 
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to inveigle weak Men into a farther Diſcourſe and Ar- 
gument about it: It I had, 1 ſay, for ſuch Ends, once 


declar d againſt debarring Men the Ufe of their Reaſon, 


or hindring Them from examining the ws la They are 
taught, I would follow the ſame Example; and with- 


out any ſeeming Suſpicion of My own Cauſe, or any 


Appearance of Fear of hearing any farther of My 
Self-Contradictions, I would go on in the Steps the 
Doctor hath mark'd out to Me, for the Service of My 
Church. 5 ** 1 

I would tell My Hearers, that UNIT T and Com- 
munion in the CHURCH are MOST STRICTLY 
required, and E ARNESTLY PRESSED upon Us *. 


From which Principle, good in it ſelf, but here ex- 


preſs'd in general, (without any diſtinct Explication of 
the true Nature of Unity, Communicn, or the Church, as 
theſe Words were at firſt underſtood,)I would not fear 
to draw a great many Conſequences againſt All who 
have ſeparated from the Romiſb Church, amongſt whom 
there neither is, nor can be any Centre of External 


Unity; as well as a grea® many Advantages on the 


Side of that Church, from whoſe Unity and Communion 
They have broke off: Shewing Them in the very ſame 


Way of Arguing, in which the Doctor proceeds, that 


there is no attaining what is MOST STRICTLY 
required, and E ARNESTLYPRESSED upon Us, 
but by adhering cloſe to the CHAIR of UNIT x at 
Rome, and keeping far from Theſe, who firſt KEN x 
the ONE Caryortck CHURCH: E- 

There could be no ſuch Thing as Unity and Commitnid:: 
in the Church, (would I tell them) if no Man were to 
join Himſelf to it, till He had deciſively ſettled His Perſo- 
nal Perſwaſion as to every Point of Doctrine, Diſcipliue, 


and Worſhip, required in that Communion, witheut any 


Regard to the Authority that enjoins it f. Perhaps, to 
play My Jeſuitica! Part the better, and to do My 
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Work with the more Dexterity, I won!d now beg of 
Them not to be ſtartled, as if I were going by this, 
either to debar them the Uſe of their Reaſon, or their Right 


to Examine ewry thing impoſed upon Them, which! 


had but juſt now granted Them. Tet every Man, I 
would ſay, in God's Name, examine His Religion, and 
compare it with the Word of GOD, and judge for 
Himſelf, as well as He is able # But I would toſe 
no Time to make them ſenſible how utterly U x a- 
BLE They were, upon many Accounts, to do it to 
any Purpoſe ; and how little They ought to depend 
upon any ſuch Judgment, as They are able ro form ; 
and conſequently, how much better for Them to give 
up to Authority, the Right which I had juſt now grant- 
ed Them. I would then proceed to tell Them, Tu 
« may be a great while in forming ſuch a FU DG- 
« MENT *, and Death may overtake you, before 
« you have deciſively ſettled your Perſwafion as 10 half, 
« nay, as to an Hundredth Part, of the Poruts of Do- 
« Frine, Diſcipline, and Woyhip, RE QUIRED by the 
« CHURCH f. For, Firs?, Thoſe Points are very 
« numerous, as many at leaſt as there are Articles in 
ce its Creeds, Sentences in its Liturgy, and Canons in 
ce the Council of Trent, and the EIGRHT OEcumntntr- 
C AL Councils. ah, They may encreaſe upon you 
ce every Day, and when you riſe in the Morning, you 
ce cannot be poſitive that the Church will not, before 
ce Night, determine for you many more Points, which 
© you muſt not reject, till you have had Opportunity 
ce of Examining them. 3dly, Thoſe Points are many 
ce of them very Intricate, and many. of them ſuch as 
« you may never be ABL E to conquer. 4thly, You 
© cannot paſs a tolerable Judgment upon Theſe Points, 
« without being very well verſed in the Critical 
« Knowledge of Scripture, and the Controverſies of 
e the Learned. 5:hly, Suppoſe you had Abilities enough, 
« Health, Time, Books, Diligence, &c. to go through ſo 


— 


I 7. 8. 1 P. 56, 9 3 
ee prodi- 


© prodigious an Undertaking, (which- not One in 
Ten Thouſand has,) yet how infinitely more Expe- 
© ditious is it, to receive that Jupp 6 MEN T, ready for- 
med, from the CHURCH, and to believe whatever 
ce comes ſo recommended; and fo to ſpare your ſelf 
© a world of Trouble, and a vaſt. deal of Time, 
* which you will ſpend better in reading Pious Books, 
© and performing your Devotions. 6thly, It is not 
only more Expeditions to do ſo, but alſo more ſafe, on 
account of the many Scruples and Difficulties that may 
“ ftart up in your Way, and which you mult be very 
* Arrogant: and Sanguine indeed, if you hope to 
_ © ſolve better than the Catholick Church, made up of 
*© ſo many Learned and Pious Men, has done. But, 
© 7thly, You may have a weak Head, a confuſed Imagi- 
e nation, a flow Apprehenſion f. It is an Hundred to 
4 to One but that it is ſo with you: and the more 
©. Humility, or Modeſty, and Lowlineſs of Spirit you have, 
* the more apt you'll be to think ſo. But if this be 
* your Caſe, how utterly UNABLE are you to 
« JoDs for your ſelf ? 8:hly, Nay, your Sincerity, and 
ec fear of Judging wrong, may keep you ſo much the longer 
in Suſpence: And there may be various Points, (of which 
c I have ſpoke before,) that may hold Yeu in ſuch Irre- 
» 'bF; ſolution, which You cannot conſider at once, but mus i 
e get over them by a gradual Progreſs. Nou what must 
© You do in the mean Time ? Mus You live like a Hea- 
ec then, out of the Communion of the Church ? No, cer- 
« tuinly; but SUBMIT Tour-ſelf, for the AUT HO- 
« RITY's SAKE, to the yet UNEXAMINED 
«© DECISIONS of the CHURCH + 
Thus, tho' you have not yet ExamiNneD the 
„ DxcisioNs of the CRVUR CRB, nor perhaps have 
„e had it in your Power, either becauſe you are a 
« Man of Bafineſe, or of a broken Conſtitution, or of a 
«© e , Head, confuſed Imagination, flow Apprehen/ion, or 
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afraid of Judging wrong, &c. You mut, for the 
ſake of Unity and Communion, Submit to the MERE 


Ay THORITY of the Councir of TREN T, in 
its Deciſiohs againſt PRO TESTANTS; you Mus rx 
ANATHEMATISE and DAMN them as HERE 


TICKS; and, in 4 Word, believe every Tittle of 
what the CHURCH of Rowe has Dt TERMINED, 
not only as True, but alfo as Abſolutely Neceſſary 


wo Salvation. For the fame Reaſon, you Musr 
SyuBMiIr to the FVNDAMERN TAL Comprehenſive 


| Pofx r of INFALLIBILITY, tho' yet UNEXA M- 


NED; about which, tho' You ſhould Examine it, 


You have no Reaſon to think Your-ſelf more Ca- 


pABL E of ſettling deciffvely Your Perſonal Perſwaſion, 


than about every other Point of Doctrine, Diſeipliae, 


and Merſbip; as being no leſs hard than all others. 
& You fee ſtill, (I would now tell My Hearers) I 


am not at all for Debarring You from theUſe of Your | 


Reaſon, or Your Right to examine what is laid upon 
You. 'I only make You judge for Your-felves, how 
little a Way Your Reaſon can carry You; and how 
Uſeleſs and Inſignificant All Your Examination muſt 


be. I hav ſhewn You this Important Point, that 


You have infinite Difficulties and Diſcouragements 
to ſtruggle with, in Your private Examination ; that 
You then uſc Your own private Judgment beſt, when 
Youthrow it into the Ocean of the Publick; and that 
ſince You are to preſerve Unity and Communion with 
the Church of Roe, till You have (after mature De- 
liberation) ſettled deciſtvely Tour Perfonal Perſwafion a- 
bout every Point of Doctrine, Diſcipline, and Worſhip, 
upon which that Communion depends ; nothing 
remains for You to do, but to ſettle decifroely Your 
Perſonal Perſtuaſ on to continue firm in that Commu- 
nion; becauſe it is impoſſible to perform that Ex- 

mination, or to form Your Judgment upon any 
Fer as You ought, but this, That Comunion with 


the Church is to be preſerved; at leaſt, till You 
hate gone through, what I have ſhewn You to be 


impoſlible fac You ever tg go through. Kut 
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But then, if 1 ſhould have to do with Perſons d 


natural Good Nature, and Great Humanity, the hardeſt 
Part of My Tay would be to juſtify the Cruelties and 
Barbarities * the Church of Rome; à bare Hiſtory of 
which would otherwiſe frighten ſuch Men, at firſt 
Hearing, without any need of Examination, from its 
Communion. If therefore, I ſhould find it neceſſary 
to attempt this, I think verily, I never could do it 
more effectually than by haranguing My Hearers, in 
the following manner, borrowed from the Reverend 


Dr. 2 


cc V 


c. Thoſe whom He has Commiſſioned to act under him In 
e Spirituals, [namely, the Pope, the Cardinals, and the 


& Catholic Church Aſſembled, ] to make NEWS SPI. 


« RITUAL Laws, not Inconfiſtent with His, [of which, 
ce being of weak Heads, of | confuſed Imaginations, and 
* /ow Apprehenſions, or upon ſome other Accounts, 
« you Cannor Jup, as I have ſhewed you be- 


* fore] and to ENFORCE them with PROPER San- 


« dt ions: Lſuch as thoſe of the Inquiſition, which muſt 
cc be confeſſed on all Hands to be very PROPER, be- 
& cauſe they have been found by Experience to be the 
« ONLY efte&ual Ones: J nor for his Temporal Vicege- 
cc rents {the Secular Arm, I to aid and aſſiſt the former, 
« and to employ that Power He has inveſted Them with, 
« namely, the Power of the SWO RD, I to the Support 
© and Protection of his Church; Fand conſequently, as 
« neceſſary to that, to the Deſtruction of D188 E N- 


«© TERS and HRRRTICES. ] Though the Statute-Law 


& of Chriſt--- the Goſpel, was his Regal Att, and Pecu- 
66 liar to Himſelf alone; yet he left it to his Deputies and 
** Vicegerents, [the Pope, aud his Clergy] to make B Y- 
50 LAWS, in us tale. by Him; Provided al- 
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. p- 60. of His Second Letter. Dr. Sna pe ſays what is 
printed in Italick, and ] add what is put 1b Hooks, as per- 
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ways, they enafted nothing contrary to his Statutes. Of 
which the Cu u Rc, made up of Learned and Pi- 


© Tow, who may have weak Heads, tonfuſed Imaginati- 
ont, and flow Apprehenfions ; and who, as I ſhewed 
you before, are obliged in Conſcience to preſerve 
Unity and Communion, by obſerving All theſe By- 


© Laws, till yon have Abilities and Opportunity of 


fully examining, whether They relate to Points un- 


or not: that is, for ever; for I have ſhewn You the 

Impoſſibility of ever coming to an End of ſuch 

* an Examrnatioen.] 

Me have no Inflance, I confe PA in the New Tefla- 
ment, of Civil Sanctions for the Defence of Chriſtianity: 


they needed then, when the Church was upbeld by Miracles. 
But the Temporal Governors are now come in, and Mira- 
cles are ceaſed. Ie may have their ProteEtiun, we need 


0 heir Protection.--- It was a diſtinguiſhing Character of good 


% Kings, under the Old Covenant, that they were zealous for 
te the true Religion, aud defended the Church of God, and is 
ce as ſurely ſo under the New. They are his Iaſtruments and 
& Miniſters, whom He has appointed to defend us in the 
«© Exerciſe of His Wirſhip: And it is their Buff ineſs to 
C TERRIFY and keep in AME, to PRAISE and 
« REWARD thoſe who do ill or well, not only in their 
« POLITICAL, but RELIGIOUS Capacity : Not 
te only the Promoters or Diſturbers of their own Government, 
* but thoſe who promote the HE LFA RE, or DI 


'* TURB the PEACE of God's CHURCH. 


© This, would I ſay to My Hearers, is All We 
te aim at; not to exerciſe Cruclty out of any Inhuman 
«© Diſpoſition, or for Cruelty's ſake ; not to exerciſe 
&© Barbarities unneceſſary, or without a good End; 


e put only ſuch as are neceſlary to defend Us in the 


a Exerciſe of our Morſbip, againſt Thoſe who are ſet- 
* ting up another Form; and only ſuch Severities as 
| * * are 


ous Men of Leiſure, is the proper Judge; and not 


determined by Him, or are contrary to his Statutes, 


Nor could we have any then, when there were no Temporal 
Governors that profeſſed the Chriſtian Name: Nor were 
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ee are neceſſary 20 Terrify and keep in Aue Men, in 


« their Religious Capacity; thoſe who Diſturb the Peace 
« of God's Church. This is all the Power we claim, 
c or that the Holy Church of Rome borrows from the 


« Secular Arm of Her Nurſing Fathers, and Nurkug 


ce Mothers. This will juſtify the Dragoons, the Gals 
« Jie, the Racks, the Burnings, made uſe of, under 
ce the late King in France; under Queen Mary I. in 
1 England; and under the Influence of the Inquiſition 
in Spain, Portugal, or Fal. For theſe 1 been, 
« and are, all made uſe of, coly to Terrify and keep in 
« Aue Men in their Religious Cap pacity ; only to diſ- 
courage and cruſh Thoſe who Diſturb the Peace of 


« God's Church; which the firſt Reformers began, and 


1 Proteſtants. continue to do. And that theſe are 
« all allowable according to this Principle, is evident 
« thus. The Secular. Princes have this Buſineſs en- 
ce truſted to them by God, viz. to Terrify and keep in 
« Aue Ti hoſe who difturk the Peace of God's Charth. 
« Therefore, whatever is neceſſary ro the Terrifying 
and keeping them in Awe, is allowed and granted by 
«© God, to be uſed by them at the ſame Time. 
« Conſequently, All thoſe Engines of Miſem, and In- 
e ſtruments of Terror and Awe, are juſtifyed ; becauſe 
ec We ſee that nothing leſs can Terrify and keep in Awe 
« the Proteſtants, that is, the Diſturbers "f the Peace of our 
Church; nay, We ſce that all Theſe Methods are 
e from being more than neceſſary, that they 
e cannot effectually do it, at all Times, and in all 
„ Places: 

Thus I would argue againſt the Uſe of private 
2 or Exnminatiun; and thus would I plead 
or all the Barbarities exerciſed in the Church of Rome, 
againſt the Diſtrubers of its Peace; in the very Way, 
and the very Words, of the Reverend Dr. Snape; were 
1, what he hath unworthily repreſented Me, ſtill a 
Jeſuit ; or had I the leaſt remaining View of doing 
any ching but Difleryice to the Cauſe of Popery, And 
would, as all Men of Senſe in that Church nov 1 
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defy Him, and All „ who. argue. the ſartis 
Way, to defend their Reformation it ſelf, or the Right 


any of their Churches ever had, to ſeparate from: Rome, 


upon thoſe Principles. . 
Bur as I am Nor HNO of what 1 have * ſet 


out to the World to be; and as I am not able any 


longer to think of My-ſelf, even upon Suppoſition 
only, under ſo baſe an Idea: As I am a FRR R. 


THINKER, I thank Cod, in the good Senſe only, I 
mean a True Lover of EnkIsTIAN FREEDOM; I 


will now, as I always do, Pur On the AIR ſuita- 
ble to that inward Temper ; and I will ſhew that I 


am able, upon the true Chriſtian, and true Proteſſaut 


Principles, of quite another Sort, fully to anſwer All 
this Jeſuitical Sophiftry, tho it ſhould be painted out 


with All the Art and Cunning of the whole Church 


of Rome. And that, in this Manner: which the very 
Beſt of our Fir? Reformers found themſelves obliged to 


make uſe of, for the neceffary Support of their Cauſe 


againf the. Papitos 
Lou tell Us, that Unity and communion in he 


CHURCH are MOST STRICTLY required, aud 
preſſed upon us: They are ſo, if you mean Uniry of 
Hrarrts, and Unity of Hor Es; and All other 
Unity, conſiſtent with private Purity and Sincerity 2 
and This I find equal in the Profelſe z0n, tho it Influ- 
ences very unequally the Conduct, of Chriftians. But You 
are the great Breakers of this Injunction, by enfor- 


cing an, Unity of Ovix1oNs, not Attainable in Na- 


ture; no where commanded, nor even expected in the 


Goſpel; and indeed, to be found no where, not amongſt 


Your very ſelves. Thus, whilft you are ex fe 


of Others, as not joining with Pu, and not ſubmit- 
ting to Your Numerous, often Abſurd, ſometimes Blaſ- 


phemous, Terms of Communioa ; You, I ſay, are Guilty 
of Sculsu, the great SiN againſt CHarLTyY, for 


which your Pretended, nor even Real. ORTHODOXY 
can never Alone. RS 
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1 grant You again, that there could be no fuch 
Thing as that Scnuismarticar Uniry, which is the 
diſtinguiſhing Character of Your Church of Rome, and 
the great Plague of the Church of ritt; No ſuch thing 
as Commnnion in your Church; if no Man were to join Him- 
Jelf to it, till be had deciffvely ſettled his Perſonal Perſwaſion 
as to every Point of Doctrine, Diſcipline, and Worſhip, re- 
quired in that Communion, without any regard to the Au- 
thority that enjoins it. But pray, on the one Hand; 
what Command or Authority from Chriſt is there, 
for the Church's enjoyning and requiring, as Terms of 
Communion, {0 many Points of DoBlrine, Difecipline, and 
M brſbip, as that a ſincere Man /ha#l le a great while be- 
fore he be able to ſertle deciſively his Perſonal Per- 
| ſwaſion about em; nay, ſhall find this impoſſible ? 
unleſs it be in order to compaſs thoſe Wotdly Ends, 
which are ſo Conſpicuous in the Church of Rome, and 
to erect a Spiritual Kingdom for the Ambitious Clergy, 
to make way for the Uſurpation of a Temporal one over 
the Ignorant Laity. On the other Hand, what Ne- 
ceſſity is there, that every Man ſhould ſerrle deciſively 
his Perſonal Perſwaſion, concerning all the Points of 
Doctrine, Diſcipline, and Worſhip, that Any Church hath 
determined, before he joins with it in external Com- 
munion? Or, Why may nota Perſon communicate with 
a Church for Pxacs and Crarirys SAKE, with- 1 
out ſubmitting his Underſtanding, upon Truſt, to All 
its Decifions ; or without ſo much as knowing what 15 
They all ate; if They be not required as Terms of fl 
Communionꝝ; and if nothing which He thinks uhlaws 4 
ful be made neceſſary to the Act of Communicating 3 * 
Lou would indeed Terrify and Awe Us ProTEs Fig 
STANTS into SUBMISSION to AfTHORITY, for 1 
AvuTHORITY'S SAKE; and to the yet UN EXAMIN- Fl 
xD Dxcisions of the CH Rch, by magnifying 4 
the Difficulties of ſuch an Exa MinaTION, and the Tr 
Impoſſibility of a ſucceſsful End of it. But, pray, 
what has an Honeſt Chriſtian, who is, if you pleaſt, 
vf a weak Hegd, of a confuſed imagination, and o Ap=" * 
„ K pres 
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prehenfion, to do with your Numberleſs Dzcrs10Nns, 


and Decrees ? Is it not enough for him to believe in 
his Heart, and to confeſs with his Mouth, what Je- 


ſus Chriſt Himſelf, or by His Apoſtles, hath declared 


plainly to be abſolutely neceſſary? and to embrace 
thoſe Comprehenſive Creed, which he finds ready 


if you ſo ſee fit, reſolve not to reckon Him a com- 
pleat Cłriſtian, unleſs He blindly SUB MIrs himſelf, 


for AUTHOKRITY's Sake, (not to the Goſpel but) to 
the yet UNzxamiNED, and by him UnscRUTABLE, 


D x c1s10Ns of the Chu Rc; that js, to You. But 
if He has any Share of that H/i/dom which is from A- 


bove ; and any Spark of that heavenly Fire which the 
Son of God came to kindle in the World, inſtead of 
SUBMITTING Himſelf to any thing yer UN EXAMI- 


NED, and not throughly conſidered by Him, He 

Will with-hold his Aſſent; for fear of reſigning His Un- 
derſtanding, and by Conſequence His Mil, into the 
Hands of Fallible, and often Ambitions and Paſſionate 


Men; and for fear of making himſelf the SLAvEH of 
Imperious Fellow-Servants, inſtead of a DisciPLz of 
his gentle Lord and Maſter. 


Becauſe Chriſt (You ſay) has commiſſioned You to aft 


under Him in Spirituals, (that is, to put the Chriſtian 
People in Mind of his Precepts, Promiſes, and Threats; 
to Baptixe thoſe who Profeſs that they willingly re- 
ſolve to govern their Lives by em; and to Comme- 
morate His Death, until the Day of His Coming ;) 


Therefore You pretend to a Power of making NR 


Spiritual Laws, or By-Laws, not inconſiſtent with His, 


zn Caſes undetermined by Him. If you mean by that 
KixGLy Word, NEW Laws, no more than Outward. 
REGULATIONS in Matters indifferent, about Ap- 

pointing for your ſelves, and thoſe who agree with 


you, the Time, Place, and Manner, of Publick Mor- 


of 


hip, and other like Things which may conduce ro. 
ORDER and Dectxcr; I confeſs, thus far it is 0 | 
\ {avaſion of Chriſt's Regal Power, But if by the Power- 
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of making New Laws, you pretend to a Power of 
A DDIN G the leaſt Tittle to the FAT TH that was once 
delivered to the Saints; or of encroaching, by way of 
INTERPRETATION, or any other way, upon that 
Freedom with which our Redeemer has made us FREE: 
then you Arrogate to your ſelves more than the A- 
poſtles themſelves did; and inſtead of his Meſſengers 
and SERVANTS, you become, in Part, the Uſurpers 
of his Throne, and the Lon Ds of His People. 

You are much mote fo, when you talk of Enror- 
CING thoſe NEW] Laws of your own Making, with 
PROPER Sanctions ; and when you call for the Pow- 
ers of this World, (not to Protect and Defend you, as 
well as Us Proteſtants, in the Publick H/or/hip of God, 
in Your and Our ſeveral Ways, but) to T tx r1ry and 
keep in Awsz, all Thoſe who Dissznr from you; 
or, as you ſpeak, who Disrukrs the Peace of the 
CHURCH. Oo 

The Methods of Barbarizy you have put in uſe, 
under this Pretence, we mult ever deteſt, as long as 
we are Men, Chriſtians, and Proteſtants; and the Prin- 
ciple that ſupports them likewiſe, unleſs we will give 
up Our Selves, and A that is Good in our account: 
cven the Goſpel it ſelf, which abhors it. 

Let All Proteſtants, of all Denominations, conſider 
whether there can be any other effectual way of An- 
ſwering ſuch Reaſonings, which are the only remain- 
ing Support of Popery, than this; or any other confi- 
ſtent way for Them, but to diſown them in Practice 
againſt one another, as well as in Profeſfon. 

It becomes Us ſurely to Remember, that our Firs t 
REeEroRMERS Diſturbed the Peace of the Church in a 
very remarkable manner; and that all PRortsTaNts 
do ſo ſtill: And good God! what an Unbabitable 
ITor!d would this have been; what Monſter of Religion 
ſhould we have been ſtil] Forced to Reverence and to 
Honour with the Name of Chriſtianity, if the PEACE 
of the Cu RC, as it is called, had never been D rs- 
TURBED? This, our Bleſſed Lo np, and his Holy 
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AvyosTL xs had done before Them: and were treated 
accordingly, as DisTURBERS of the PACE of the 
CHURCH then in Poſſeſſion. This, Good and Learned 


Men have done, in 47 Ages, and in All Countries: 
And to mention no more, This, the Cardinal De 


NOAILLES is now actually doing in France. To 


TERINIFEYW and KEEP in Aus that Glorious Dis- 


rURBER of the PEACH of the CHUuR ch, the Politi- 


cal Fraternity (as Dr. Snape calls the Feſuits) does its 
Utmoſt, both in France, and 3 the Court of Rome < 
whilſt 1 opcnly. applaud his Noble Zeal, and wiſh 
Him all the Succeſs that ſo good an Undertaking de- 
ſerves. And may God increaſe the Number of Thoſe, 
who may carry on the Work which He hath begun, 
through Allits Natural Conſequences; of Thoſe, who may 
in All Places ſhew Themiclves True Chriſtians, and 
Confiſtent Proteſtants : making CHARITY the Centre of 


Un1TtrY; and not pulling down with One Hand, what 


zney are building up with the Other! 
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CONCLUSION. 


TP H O' I am very well aſſur d that the Church of 
England does not, by any Publick Authority, re- 
quire any ſuch Thing as a Formal Recantation, from 
Perſons newly converted: Tho' I am certain I have 


in the foregoing Account given more Evidence of my 


fincere Converſion, than a Thouſand Proteſtatious can 
amount to: Tho I know that no Body hath any 
Right to demand it of Me: Tho'I have Joined with 


- ee Arminian Church in Holland; and at my firſt com- 


ing to England, communicated with the Calvinifiical 
Church in the Little Savoy, in which the Liturgy of 
the Church of England is uſed ; and ſince that, with 
the Church of England, very frequently, without be- 
ing once called upon for it; and never indeed had 
any. Publick Concern, which could be ſuppos'd to re- 
quire it of Me: And laſtly, Tho' I acknowledge that 
No Words of Form ought - to ſatisfy the World of My 
Sincerity, unleſs I have given, and continue to give, 


Evidences of it in My Behaviour: Yet, conſidering 


how ready My Enemies are to Magnify. every Tri- 
fling Oljection againſt Me; and to the End that ſo 
poor a Pretence, as My not having dotie what was 
never required of Me to do, may no longer remain in 


Being; I have here added a Form of Jords, to which 
1 now Subſcribe with My Heart, as well as My 


Hand : after. having done it effectually before, in al- 

ꝛoſt every Page of the fore oing Hor, as well as in 
the whole of My Conduct, ſince I left France. And I 
do this now before the World: which is much more 
than doing it in a particular Congregation. 
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RENUNCIATION: 


0 here, in the Profencs of 6. op, 


and in the Face of the World, falenn- 
I profeſs, That I have ſincerely Forſaken, 


and do from the Bottom of My Soul 
Renounce, All thoſe Errors of the Church 
of Rome, of what Sort ſoever they be, 
which ftand condemned by the Church of 
England, and all other Re formed Churches: 


That I do moſt Heartily Deted the U- 


furpations and Tyranny of the ſaid Church 
of Rome; and Abhor the Crucltzes that 
Support it. I do likewiſe Profeſs, in the 
Preſence of God, that I do equally De- 
tet and Abhor the ſame Shirit of Cenſure, 
Dominion, and Severity, in Chriſtians of All 
Other Denominatiuns whatſoever : thanking 


Gop at the ſame Time, for the many 


Inſtances of the contrary Good Spirit, here 
in England, amongſt the Proteſtants of the 


2 C birch" Ink Others bak n E. 


reioners and Natives ; and abroad, a- 
aongl the Proteſtants of Swrtzerland, and 
Thoſe of Geneva, who are the Suc- 

ceſſors of Mr. Calvin; and the Moderate 
Lutherans in ſeveral Parts of Germany; 
beſides the Arminians, and Others, in Hal- 
land. And I am fo hearty an Enemy 
to Popery, and fo true a Friend to the 
Proteſtant Cauſe, that I pray God to 
increaſe this Chriſtian Spirit every where: 
that fo, that which I know by Experi- 
ence to be the Only Scandal to the Pro- 
teſtant Name, and the Only plauſible Ob- 
jon againſt it, which gives any laſting 
Advantage to the 72 may be entire- 
ly removed ! 


DE La P1LLONNIERE. 
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APPENDIX: 


Several L ETI E RS 883 IE SUI 85 
and others, which give Light and Con- 
firmation to the foregoing Account. 


N. B. 1 hope no one will accuſe me of Vanity, 


in publiſhing what is in many reſpeQs ſo ad- 
vantagious to my Character, ſince I never had 
any Thought or Deſign of my ſelf, to trou- 
ble the World with theſe Particulars; but am 
now manifeſtly forced to it, by the Neceſſity 
of Self- defence, againſt the unprovok'd Inju- 
ries of others. . 
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A Letter of the famous Ruæus, known bere by his Com- 


mentaries upon Virgil, ©c. and in France famous for 


his eloquent Preaching. 


Pax Chriſti. Paris, the 19th of December, 1706. 


F I have not written to you upon the Affair 
you have done me the Honour to entruſt 
me with, it is becauſe I have had nothing 
ſatisfactory to anſwer you. What I have 
to tell you now, is very little more. ſo : 


25 unconcerned for you. If I had the hun- 
dredth Part of the Intereſt which you think I have, I would 
make you feel the Effects of ir more than any Body, knowing 
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but I would not ler you think that I am 
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1 To 
as I do, both your Underſtanding and you Heart. But far 
from being well heard, either at R-me or at Paris, I am not 
ſo much as deſired to give my Advice upon any thing; all 
that T have been able to do, has been to repreſent, to ſolicit, 
and to pray. I do it with an unwearied Diligence; but the 
Succeſs anſwers very little. All the civil Things that have 
been written to you, look very much as if nothing was meant 
beyond mere Civilities. Notwithſtanding this, do not loſe 
your Conſtancy and Submiſſion. The Trial which God per- 
mits you to be put to is ſevere, but ſtill it comes from his 
Hand ; enter into his Deſigns, and by that render your ſelf 
worthy of him, They tell me, that F. Le Iellier is coming 
back from Rome.: we ſhall learn from himſelf rhe rrue mean- 
ing of the Letter you have received from him, and endea- 
vour to perſwade him to do you as much good in Efieg, as 

he ſeems. to wiſh you in Words. In the Name of God, a- 
bove all Things do nor give your ſelf, up ro any Reſentment, 
my dear Father. Behold the Conſtancy, Patience, and Meekneſs 


of him (F. Hardouin) whoſe Diſciple they ſay you are. Take 
care not to follow his Opinions, but imitate his Virtues, which 


are certainly great, and worthy of Reſpect. I will follow 
your Affair as cloſe as I can, and will not forget you, my dear 
Father, whom J have eſteemed and loved from your Infancy. 
We muſt all arrive at the End of our Hopes, through the 
Way which God points out for us. When we are arrived 
there, we {hall nor confider whether the Way has been plea- 
ſant or rough: And how far are we from thence | Farewel, 
my very dear Friend. Embrace for me the dear Captain *, and 
be the Staff of his old Age in my ſtead. Wholly yours, 


DE LA ROE. S. J. 


N. B. This Letter related to my firſt Troubles on F. Har- 


douin's Account. I received another very moving Letter from 


the ſame F. De la Rue, ſome Time after, in which he per- 


ſwaded me againſt forſaking the Society. But I do not now | 


find it amongſt my Papers. 
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* Brother Beauregard, an old Jeſuit, who had been a Soldier, 


and was my Friend to the laßt, whilſt all others almoſt for- 


ſoolè me. 
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Have nor written to you, my. dear Father, concerning your 
Troubles, and our Senſe of them. The R. F. Provincial, 

has told me, that he is very much pleaſed with your way ok 
Anſwering to what was deſired from you, * and with your 
whole Behaviour where yau are. I have preſſed him to re- 
cal you to Paris. He told me, that he muſt wait for an an- 
ſwer from Rome, and ſee whether they will be as willing that 
it ſhould be ſo, as he himſelf is. He is in hopes of it, and I 
cannot forbear expreſſing to you my Joy about ir. Ah! my 
dear Father, do nor loſe the Advantages which God has afford- 


ed you towards Piety and Sciences, by an adherence to any 


Opinion which goes againſt the common CURRENT. 
In Religion, nothing is ſecure but what all the Catholichs are 
AGREED in; and the fineſt critical Learning is dangerous 
and falſe, when 1 it contr adicts, in Matters of Importance, their 
COM MON Sentiment. God has given you ſo great a 
Conſtancy in your Calling; you may be ſo uſefully ſubſervi- 
ent to his Glory in it: Do not ſpoil your Talents, but ſhew 
as much Averſion from particular Sentiments, as you have 
been thought inclinable ro them. I think you'll rake very 


well theſe Advices, which flow from a Heart which has been, 


and will always be very affectionate to you; 
DE SERVIGNE, Jeſuit. 
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An Are of F. Du Thinks Confeſſor of the "OF 


of France, to my Father, who had written to him, to 
deſire him to get my Diſmiſſion from the Jeſuits. 


SIR, | Paris, the 197 of July. 
Have always had a true Eſteem for you, and a very fin- 
cere Attachment for your Son. I had great hopes he 
would prove an excellent Feſuit, and I thought he had all the 


Qualities requiſite to it. I have been grieved to lee him give 


— 


N * 


He means my Subſcription againſt F. Hardouin, 
f a 2 a into 


for himſelf new Syſtems, eſpecially in Matters of Religion. It 1s 
true, with that Frame and Diſpoſition of Mind no one can be 
happy amongſt us; and either your Son muſt ſuffer very much, 
or alter wholly his Temper, As I have no Admittance into 
the Affairs of the Society, I have no Intereſt nor Power in it. 

_ » Nevertheleſs I writ to the F. Provincial, conformably to your 
Intentions, and I ſhould be very glad to give you an Inſtance 
of the Eſteem with which Jam, 


=_ Hour, Sc. DU TREVOU: 
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Letter of F. Germond to Me. 


My very dear Father, | : 7855 
Heard on Thurſday laſt a Piece of News, which amazed and 
grieved me exceedingly. How 1s it poſſible that, having ſo 

much Piety as I always took you to be poſſeſſed of, you can be 
able to ask your Diſmiſſion from the Society without any ſcru- 
ple? Are the little Puniſnments, which have been pur upon 
you, a good Reaſon for asking the Diſpenſation of your Vows, 
and for being unfairhful r cr Lord and Saviour? ] am told 
that you have urterly renounced your firſt Sentiments.“ If 
| {o, you ought to think that the Superzours have behaved them- 
ſelves juſtly rowards you. Bur I am told farther, that you 
| have now eſpouſed other Opinions, F which I look upon as 
very little leſs dangerous; and that the Fear you have of be- 
ing haraſſed again on that Account has induced you to ask 
your Diſmiſſion. My dear Father, when you made your Vows, 
you had read this Paſſage of the Summary of the Conſtitutions ; 
dem ſapiamus, ---- idem dicamus omnes juxta Apoſtulum. Do- 
firine igitur differentes non admittantur, (Let us be of ONE 
| Mind, - and ſpeak the SAME Things, according to the Preceps 
3 of the Apoſtle, Therefore let not different, Doctrines be admitted) 
| By your entering into the Society, and ty ing your ſelf to it by 
your Vows, you have obliged your ſelf to the Practice of this 
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K TW 
Statute; Is the Difficulty you find in the fulfilling of ir a 
good Reaſon for renouncing your Calling? And on the con- 
trary, ought you nor to offer Violence to your ſelf, in order 
to wean you of ſuch Sentiments as oughr certainly not ro be 
TOLERATED *® in our Society? Think of this in the 
Preſence of God, my dear Father; and perſwade your ſelf, thar 
if you embrace the F RECEIVED Opinions, you will be 
ar an end of all your Troubles. You are univerſally eſteemed 
and loved: and you ought ro make nothing of renouncing 
manner of New Sentiments + in Matters which have any Aﬀi- 
nity with Religion. I pray God to enlighten you, and to fa- 
vour you ſo much, as to direct you to acknowledge how un- 
reaſonable, and inconſiſtent with Piety, is the Step you have 
taken. I ſhall nor ceaſe to offer up my Prayers to God, till I 
have heard that you have more religious Thoughts, and more 
ſuitable to your former Fervency in the Service of God. For- 
give all theſe Advices from One who loves you dearly, and has 
a true Eſteem for you. I am, in the Participation of your 
Holy Sacrifices, 85 e 
My very dear Father, 

Paris, this 28th Nour, &c © 

Hay, 170% GERMOND of the Society of Jeſus? 
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Letter of F. Maleſcot, Confident of F. Tambourin. 


My Reverend Father, 5 Rome the 21# of June, 1707. 


Y Brother * wrote to me that you have written hi- 
ther to ask your Diſmi ſſion. I went immediately to ſee 
what condition this bad Affair was in. I found that you had 
been already anſwered, and I had the Satisfaction of ſeeing 
the Letter which has been ſent to you. It is very capable of 
engaging you to alter a Reſolution, which Diſcontent, or per- 
haps ſome evil Counſel, may have brought you to. Give me 
leave to ſpeak to you as a Friend. You are my Brother's Friend, 
and mine on thar very Account. Beſides, I do juſtice ro your 
Merit. Do you think what you do, my dear Father, in reſol- 


— 


be * * * — * 


N. B. Thoſe Gentlemen are aægainſt TOLER ATION. 
True or Falſe, Right or Wrong, no great Matter. 
.+ Let them be never ſo True, ol | 
* Who preached at Le Fleche, and was my particular Friend. 
e . ving 
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on by Diſcontent? Do you think that you are the leſs efteem'd 
both here and in France, for having been baniſhed from Paris, 
and can this rob you of what is good and excellent in you? --- 
F. Hardouin has given us long ago, in many Inſtances, an Ex- 
ample of an heroick Patience, and that is one of rhe Reaſons 
for which I eſteem him. Do you really think that you ſhall 
never be able to blot out the bad Impreſſions they have taken 
of you, and that you ſhall be uſeleſs on that Account? Every 
Body eſteems you, and does you Juſtice. You have ſome O- 


inions, which are not approved of here, and which you will 


diſlike your ſelf perhaps ſome Years hence. When you ſhall 
diveſt em of that Air of Novelry which recommends em, 


you will find em empty, and by no means ſolid. ---- I do not 


ſay that there is in em any thing againſt FAITH; ſuppoſe 
them to be probable, is it not enough that they are UN- 
COMMON and NEW, to render em SUSPICI- 
OUS? Let all that alone, and apply your good Underſtand- 
ing to the moſt ſolid Things. The Race of Sciences is ſo 
ſpacious, One may make many fine Diſcoveries, without all 
theſe new-fangled Opinions. As ro what you are afraid of, 
being uſeleſs; Men of your worth can never be fo, unleſs they 
have a mind to ir. Do you think that Ten Years hence any 
one will remember what is paſt * Good God! how miſtaken 


| You are? Ir would be remembred indeed, ſuppoſing you 


ſhould nor give an opportunity of thinking better Things of 
you, by your Laboriouſneſs, and by a wiſe and regular Con- 


duct, ſuch as I hear yours has been. Make an end of your 


Courſe of Divinity, apply your good Underſtanding to it, en- 
able your ſelf ro defend ir publickly: You will do it with 
Applauſe, you will oblige F. Hardouin, you will pleaſe God, 


and filence Envy. What Grief to F. Hardouin will not your De- 


parture cauſe? and how much will he ſuffer here for it? They 
will ſay undoubtedly that he overturns the Heads of young 


Men of good Underſtanding ------ So that if you love him, 


and have any concern for his Reputation, if you love your 
ſelf as you ought, you muſt take another Courſe: Do ir, 
J beſeech you. What great Matter is it to us, what ſome 
may have thought or ſaid? Ought our Calling and our 


Salvation depend on Men, whom Envy perhaps prompts to 
ſpeak? Believe one of your good Friends, my dear Father, 


Write a reſpectful Letter to the R. F. General. Speak to him 

as 2 hild, who is ſenſible of his Fault, You are ſtill of an 

Age hable co many, and which has a claim to Forgiveneſs. 
3 1 


Lay 


ing to leave us, Sc? Muſt you be hurried into ſucha Reſoluti- 


— 


. 
Lay aſide ALL the Notions and Opinions which are diſliked; 

Go on in the BEATEN ROAD. You will be wanted, 
when you are well skilled in ir. You will thus make your 
elf a worthy Son of Sanctus Ignatius; you will in fo doing 
give F. Hardouin the greateſt Token of that Gratitude, which 
you have ſtill for all his Kindneſſes to you. I need not tell you 


what Joy your Reverence will cauſe to all his Friends, and above 


all to me, who am, ' 


My R. F. Hur, Kc. MAL ES COT. S. 7. 
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Letter of F. Martine, a Man of great Piety, who 
has been Profeſſor of Divinity at Paris theſe Twenty 
Tears. . | 


My Reverend Father, Paris, the 26th of June. 

Fax Chriſti. 55 * | 
j Think my ſelf very much obliged by the peculiar Kindneſs 

and Favour you ſhew me, by the Letter you have done 
me the Honour to write to me, and by ſuch an Anſwer, which 
muſt needs have coſt you much Time and Labour. Bur ir is 
that very Friendſhip you have for me, my dear Father, which 
increaſes the Deſire I have of doing you a good Office, and 
gives me the Boldneſs of writing to you a ſecond Letter. It 
will create you Uneaſineſs, but I think my ſelf bound in Con- 
ſcience to tell you once more my Thoughts, after having ſaid 
this Morning the holy Maſs, in order to obtain from our Lord 
and Saviour the Light of his holy Spirit for me and for you. I 
do not deſign to neceſſitate you to an Apology, no; do not 
look upon me as your Adverſary, J earneſtly beſeech you with 
Tears in my Eyes. But do me the Honour to hearken to me 
as one who eſteems and honours you, and loves you tenderly. 
You ſeek for your Repoſe and for Peace, without which one 
cannot well ſerve God. You are in the right of it, my very 
dear Father, but you have your Thoughts upon a Condition of 
Liſe in which you cannot prudently hope for the Enjoyment 
of it, but the contrary. For after all, will you be able to an- 
{wer it co your ſeif if, after having been called by God into 
a Religious Profeſſion, and having tied your ſelf by the Vow 
of Obedience in particular, you go on in asking a Diſpenſation 
for it, rather than to pur upon your ſelf ſome Conſtraint in or- 
der ro curb your Judgment? Let your Deliberations about rhe 
Matter have been as many and as ſerious as you pleaſe, it will 


„ 


not be long before you repent. Soon or late Four Conſcienes 


will tell you that it was wholly in your Power to have avoid- 


ed Perſecution, which you are afraid of, and to have broughr 


it quickly to an end, without renouncing your Calling. Not- 


withſtanding all that is paſt, every Body eſteems you: your 


Parts, your Piety, your Zeal, that natural Sweetneſs and Ci- 
viliry which is in you, has given to every Body a Senſe of 
your Diſgrace, and makes every one wiſh ardently that all 
Things may be brought to an Accommodation. Time and 
good Behaviour will bury quickly the Remembrance of all 
that is paſt. If ſome Body * has not uſed you well, do not 
Men alter their Temper, and are not thoſe who have Worth 

in them forgiverr with Pleaſure 9- | 


Bur ſuppoſe, my very dear Father, that you ſhould be perſe- 


cured even without Reaſon (which certainly will not happen, 
for can you believe that there is neither Charity nor Ju- 
ſtice in the Society?) is it a ſufficient Reaſon to you for ask- 
ing a Diſpenſation for your, Religious Vows ? Cannot one en- 
Joy inward Peace in the midſt of Perſecution ? Since I think 
of your. Affair, I have always in my Mind F. La Combiere's 
1 Sentiment. You have read his Works, my dear Father. Such 
is the ardent Deſire God Almighty inſpires me with, of ſerving him 
and keeping my Heart free, ſays he, that a perpetual Impriſonment 
occaſioned by a Calumny would ſeem to me an incomparable Bleſſing, 


and, I think, I ſhould be never weary of it. All that you can 


poſſibly fear, my very dear Father, is nothing like this. Bur 
further, can you hope to be more at quiet out of the Society ? 


J am ſtruck with Horror at the very thought or mention of 


your forſaking it. Vou are a Prieſt now, and will you not 
exerciſe your Sacerdotal Functions? What Station ſoever you 
ſnall be in, muſt not you be ſubject to Eccleſiaſtical Powers, and 
preſerve a good Underſtanding with the Clergy ? And in or- 
der to this, muſt not you conform to the Doctrine and Noti- 
ons of the Bulk of good and pious Men? And what Credit 
will you have? Whar Good will you be able to do? You will 
be looked upon as a Man that thinks out of the common Way: 
it will be known that for that Reaſon you could not live in 
the Society. It will be a Blemiſh you will never be able to 
blot out, what Verrue ſoever. and Honeſty may appear in your 


Behaviour. The only Means of getting a good Name (which 


— 1 
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* He means F. Le Tellier, the Confeſlot of the late King. 
ILA very pious Myſtical Writer. 
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Fou will be forced to have ar laſt Recourſs to,) will be i 
make an open Profeſſion of having no particular Sentiments. 
And why would not you uſe the ſame Method in order to re- 


main in the Society, in which you have vowed to God £ to 


perſevere ? I agree with you, that in order to be a good Man; 


it is nor neceſſary to eſpouſe the Opinions of the Vulgar; if 


you mean the Bulk of thoſe that are led by their Senſes, by 
Paſſion and Fancy. Bur I ſpeak of the Bulk of learned, ens 


lighten d and virtuous Men. Can one differ from Them, with 


out Preſumption, and without offending the Rules of Chri- 
ftian Wiſdom and Humility? I mean differ from them with 
ſuch an Obſtinacy as may give Offence and Scandal to others. 
Beata ſimplicitas que difficiles quæſtionum relinquit vias: Toles 


rabilis eſt pia humilis inquiſitio veritatis, ſed parnta ſemper doceri, 


& per ſanas PA TRV M ſententias ſtudens ambulare. Graditar 


Deus cum ſimplicibus, abſcondit gratiam curioſis & ſuperbis. Ratio 


humana debilis eſt & fali poteſt. Noli altum ſapere, ſed ignoran- 
tiam tuam magis fatere, Quid te vis alicui preferre, cum plures 
doctiores te inveniantur, & magis in lege periti? Si vis aliquid 
ſcire & diſcere, ama neſciri 85 pro nibilo rejutari *®, My very 
dear Father, do you find any one ſingle Perſon that ſtands by 
you in your Deſign ? On the contrary, does not every Body 
tell you that you cannot entertain it with a good Conſcience > 


What will you ſay at the Judgment-Sear of God, when ſo 


many Perſons, Superzors and others, are produced againſt you 
As for my Part, I confeſs to you freely, I cannot imagine 
what. You muſt have read what F. Surin ſays in his Spiri- 
rual Catechiſm, ſpeaking of falſe Devotions ariſing from an ex 
cſs of Subtilty upon certain Points of Divinity or Philoſophy hard 
to be underſiood, They are dangerous, ſays he, becauſe the human 
Spirit, when acted by the mere Impulſe of Grace, acts only by 


plain and ſimple Sentiments. All the Saints who have gone before 


us, have ated in View of the Love of Chriſt, of his Poverty, and 


Humility, which are ſenſible Objects, and without Art; nene 


of them by Things Metaphyſical and Subtle. Theſe arę the 
Sentiments of the Authors, which you your ſelf have helped 
to make me like and eſteemi. Ecce docuzſti | multos, genun tre- 


2 3 E — a PIES" OIIEY 2 FS ARIES I 3 I CT 1 nn | 5 
+ At 17 Yeers of Age. 
* Thomas à Keinpis: | "4 
+ 4 Myſtical Writer, who was much concerned in the Affair 
of the Nuns at Loudun, and who was himſelf poſſeſſed by th- 


evil, who made him break his Leg, as it is reported among 
tbe Jeſuits. _ | 


by 


mentia confortaſti. Nunc venit ſuper te plaga, S defeciſti: tetigit 
te, & conturbatus es. Ubi eſt fortitudo tua, & patientia tua, & 


perfectio viarum tuarum * 2 I have ſeen all your Reaſons, I am 


as zealous perhaps as any Body for your true Intereſts, I find 
nothing that can excuſe you in the Eyes of God; forgive me 
if Itell it you with ſo much Liberty, it is my Duty to ſpeak 
ſo. But if I cannot convince your Underſtanding, my very dear 
Father, J appeal to your good Heart, to that Heart inflamed 
with Love for Chriſt, and full of a tender Devotion for our 
Redeemer, Would you leave his Society, into which he has 
called you, and in which you have received from him ſo many 
Graces ? Is not this the Way he would have you go to him 2 


Can you chuſe any other with any Affurance 2 Forgive me, 


my dear Father, if I tire your Patience by fo prolix a Letter: 
The Subject deſerves it. Alas! J muſt die quickly, and J 
have done nothing thar may deſerve our Saviour's Mercy, O 
that I could ar laſt contribute ſomething towards retaining in 
the Society a worthy Member of it, and a Man able to do 
much Good in it! Eia, Frater, pergamus ſimul: Jeſus eſt no- 
biſcum. Inceptum cf, retro abire non licet, &c. f. 55 
I have paid your Compliments ro F. Canappeville + He has 
deſired me to return you his, in a very particular Manner. 
His Sentiments are rhe ſame as mine concerning you. I wiſlt 
I was ar La Fleche. Perhaps I might do ſomething for your 
Service. I would willingly give part of my Blood for it. E 
cannot expreſs ro you enough my. Thoughts, and the Senti- 
ments of my Heart. In the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, do nor 
leave us. Wholly Yours, 5 

| MARTINE, S. J. 


Once more, my very dear Father, do not leave us. 


8 . 
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* Thomas a Kempis again. „ 
T Thomas a Kempis. | = : 
+ 41 Man of Quality, who preached at Ia Maiſon Profeſſe, and 


before the King. 
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Lo Letter of the Father Provincial, or firf? Superior of 
|  the' Province, fo me ; the ſame who compared me 70 
Judas Iſtrurfor*. 2 ets” | 


My Reverend Father, 

Pax Chrilt. © -- f | E 
Have received no Orders fro Rome + concerning Tour Re- 
verence, and am not likely ro receive any very ſoon. For 

they are not forward there, eſpecially in ſuch Buſineſſes, as 
your R. has written about. As for my Part, J cannot bur 
entreat you to alter your Reſolution, and to keep rhe ſo- 
lemn Promiſes you have made to God. If your R. has 
ſincerely condemned the Opinions which were charged upon 
you, as I do nor queſtion, you have; what has happened was 
a Storm Which is already, or ar leaſt will preſently be, over. I 
hardly believe that you can be able to alledge any Reaſons for 
leaving the Society, allowable ar the Tribunal of God, A Re- 
ſolution, one is prompted to by Paſſion, is nor wiſe ; and it is 
not long before one repents of it. I recommend my ſelf ro 
your Holy Sacrifices ; and I am more than any Body with 
much Reſpect, 1 5 | 
My Reverend Father, the moſt Humble, and moſt 


| Of Tour Reverence Obedient Servant, 
Caen the 17th | 2 


*** 2 


1 
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A Letter of F. Guimond, a Man of great Piety, under 
whoſe Care I had been in the Noviciate, who had 
beeu Profeſſor of Divinity at Paris, and was then Supe- 
"rior of what they call la Maiſon Profeſle. 


My Reverend Father, Paris, the 7th of Sept. 1707. 
Pax Chriſti, | = 

F all the Men ia the World, you are one of thoſe who hav 
given me once the moſt Comfort, and who cauſe me now 
the moſt grievous Affliction. "= "OM 
I do not conceive, how one educated in the School of Hu- 
miliry can at your Age prefer his own Opinions to thoſe of a 


— 
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* See at the End of the 1/t Part of the Account. 
7 The Gcreral of the Jeſuits lives as Rome. | ; 
N ; whole 
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whole Fockety, which certainly is not eſteemed anlearned In 
the World. 

Is it poſſible, do I ſay within my ſelf, that a Youth in whom 
we beheld ſo much Piery during a conſiderable Time, can 
ſuffer himſelf to be ſo much enchanted by new Opinions, as to 
renounce his Calling, in order to be ar liberty ro cheriſh them, 
after he has promiſed ro underſtand every thing agreeably ro 
the Conſtitutions &, and to ſubmit on that Point ro the Holy 
Obedience, ? 

Was an Inferior ever ſeefi to tell a Father General, in order 
to get his D1ſmiſſion, that he holds many Opinions condemned 
in the Society, but fixed and ſettled in his Mind, Gc. ? 

Ne vertheleſs you ſay that thoſe are, my dear Father, the Sen- 
timents that you corroborate your ſelf i in, at the Altar; that 
you are led into by the beſt Men; and that you having no- 
thing in View but your Salvation, and God's Glory. 

This amazes very much aur Fathers Counſellors +. You have 
miſtaken what you have been told abour their Diſpoſitions to- 


wards you. They are very much grieved to loſe you, but 


they — your Adherence to your Opinions, and your 
Conduct---- 

As for my Part, I chink in the firſt Place thar you have leſs 
reaſon than any other to truſt your own Judgment, knowing 
that you have been already mifled in Matters of great Impor- 


tance #+ ; that you ought not to think neither that you will ne- 


ver forſake theſe new Opinions, having already renounced others, 
of which you were no leſs Tenacious, and which you took to 
be as true. 

It ſeems to me 24h, that you have acted very unfairly i in 
receiving the Sacred Orders, with a Detign, they ſay, of going 
away from us: You have cheated the Society and the CHURCH 
in ſo doing. Neither would the Society, if you had given ir 
any Notice of ſuch a Deſign, have preſented you, nor would 
the Biſhop have ordained you. You have nor been therefore 
ſo much admitted, as Intruded. Ask Father Du Clos **, how 
Valid your Orders are in that Caſe 2 


a — 
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* The Statutes of the Order, made by S. Ignatius. 

+ That compoſe the great Council of the F. Provincial, 
+t# He means F. Hardouin's Opinions. 

2 * 7he Caſuiſt of the College. 
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It ſeems to me, 3dly, Thar this inſuperable Attachment, as 
you pretend, for theſe Opinions affords a good Reaſon to the 
Society for diſmiſſing you as an Incorrigible, bur is by no 
Means a good Reaſon for your asking to be diſmiſſed; and that 
a Diſpenſation grounded upon it, cannot make your Conſcience 
ſafe. Ask again F. Du Clos, what are the Obligations of a 
Member of a Religious Community, who is ſeat away as In- 
corrigible. : | | 

To conclude, I have a mind to ſpeak to you from the very 
bottom of my Heart, and I beſeech you ro hearken ro my 
Voice, as to the Voice of a true Father. | 00 

1ſt, Call ro your Mind all the Sentiments of Friendſhip and 
Confidence which you had formerly rowards me, and which L 
have ſtill rowards you. 8 | | 

24/y, Remember that the Spiritual are no leſs dangerous 
than the Bodily Vices, and that Pride is often even more dan- 
gerous than Luſt. ES | 

34ly, Call alſo ro your Mind all the Diſaſters which befal, 
as you know, thoſe who forſake the Society, and which mighr 
fill whole Volumes *. May it pleaſe God that you be not of 
their Number! 

4thly, Perſwade your ſelf that all who leave the Society re- 
pent immediately: I may witneſs it for many, and they that 
do nor repent, are the more miſerable for it. 

57, Conſider that if you was to die three Months hence, 
you would not certainly think of changing your Condition of 
Life; and who told you that you ſhould live Three Days? 

6thly, Obſerve that a good Underſtanding diſcovers the Pro 
and Con in all Sentiments, and for that Reaſon is much addict- 
ed to none, and very ready to lay aſide his firſt Thoughts. 

7thly, You muſt know that you cannot with good Conſci- 
ence ask your Diſmiſſion, unleſs you aſſure in earneſt Our Fa- 
ther F, 1ft, That you will endeavour, tho with great Pains, to 
diveſt your ſelf of theſe Opinions. 240%, That you will ſub- 
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* The Jeſuits have packed together a Volume of ſuch dread- 
ful Stories of God's Judgments, and great Miſeries, fallen up- 
on Thoſe who have left them : which is read in the Noviciate, 
upon a ſolemn Occaſion once @ Year at Table. And I ſuppoſe 
bat My Name may be added to the Number of Thoſe They 
bave already, for the Terror of their Novices, when They ſhall 
know ſome Part of the Treatment I have met with amongſt Pro- 
teſtants, ſince I bave left Popery, = 4 

7 Tampbourin, 

mir 


what he will. Theſe two Conditions are abſolutely neceſſary 


for you to fulfil: Now it is very difficult for you to do it, and 


zo tell him ſincerely theſe two Things. It is therefore very 


much to be feared leſt that the Diſpenſation be not Valid, and 


our Salvation be in great Danger. : 
© 8thly, Don't fancy that, if you reſume the Thought of being 
fairhful ro your dear Calling, you will be expoſed ro many 
Hardſhips in the Society, on account of what is paſt. I give 


you my Word, ſuch is the Character you have amongſt us, 


as will make every one thank you for your Return; and no 
Body will queſtion the Sincerity of it. 
From all this I conclude that you oughr to perſevere in your 
holy State of Life. Ask Advice upon that from our good Mo- 
ther the bleſſed Virgin. Examine from whence ariſe in your 
Mind theſe Unhappy Thoughts of Separation, Are nor they 
owing to the Evil Spirit? J embrace you a Thouſand Times, 
and proſtrated at your Feet, I beſeech you with. Tears, not to 
create me ſo great an Affliction. Aſſure your ſelf that I am 
with all my Heart, : 3 | 


Nurs, &c. HE RVE US GUIMOND: 


I mall be glad to hear of you from your ſelf. 
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Father Malebranche's Second Letter. 


S IA. | | | | 
1 Have received the Letter which you did me the Honour to 
write, bearing Date the Sth of Fanuary, If it has on the 
one Hand given me Pleaſure, becauſe of the Self. love which 
is in me, and which I beg Leave to tell you, you have flatter- 


ed exceſſively; it has given me much Confuſion on the other. 


You love Truth; abate then three Parts at leaſt of the good 
Opinion you have of the Author of the Books, which you take 
ſo much Delight in reading. For, Sir, you do not know me, 
nor do I know my ſelf very well neither. As for the Books, 
you can judge of them; for your Abilities make you capable 
of ir. Bur, I am afraid, your Goodneſs to me puts a Veil o- 


ver my Errors. I cannot ſay that I have an ill Opinion of the 


Works which I have publiſhed ; for I think I ſhould never 
have publiſhed em, if Thad eſteemed them bad, or even uſe- 
jeſs. But I have great Reaſon to miſtruſt my ſelf, and to fear 


leſt, in thoſe difficult Enquiries, I have taken that for Truth, 


which 


1 


mir the whole to his Judgment, and reſign your ſelf entirely to 
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which hath aul the Appearance of it. It belongs to thoſe 
who have great Parts, and Leiſure, as you have, to rectify 
my Failures. Another Cauſe of Confuſion for me, Sir, is the 
bad Picture *, which has been given to you, and which you 
have hung in view. I own neither the Picture, nor the 
Latin Motto, tho' I diſown both leſs than the French Verſes; 
which were ingraved at the bottom of ir, and which have 
been ſtruck out, becauſe of the uneaſineſs J had about them: 
For I confeſs, I am not humble enough, to be willing to paſs 
for the vaineſt Man upon Earth; thoſe who ſhould happen to 
ſee the Pictures and the Verſes, being likely ro believe thar 
the whole could not have been done without my Leave and 
Approbation. As for what concerns your new Condition of 
Life, I ſhould be very much alarmed for you, if J knew nor 
your good Diſpoſitions. For the Commerce of the World is 
very dangerous. I wiſh you a happy new Year. Ir will be 
happy both for you and for me, if it firs ns for a-bleſſed Eter- 
nity. Preſent, I pray, my Reſpects ro your Father; for I 


am, Oc. 
9 C. MAL EBRANCHE 
OR Fries ＋ the Oratorys 


13th of 8 1708. 


— 
. 
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Letter of Mr. Dunetz, Preſi ident of the cia Y the 
Royal Accounts. . 


Paris, the 25th of May,” 1714. 


==] Have nc eſteemed the uprightneſs of Heart, and 
love of Truth, which I have ſeen in you. As long 
as I ſee nothing contrary to this, I will never alter my Sen- 
timents towards you, I will only compaſſionate you the 
more, becauſe I rake you to be ſincere, and becauſe I think, 
thar when you happen ro be miſtaken, it is rather out of Vi- 
vacity and Precipitation, than our of any bad Principle. You 
are nor the leſs inexcuſable for that. For you are a great 
Maſter of ſuch Principles, as render it impoſſible for one to 
miſtake, when they are exactly followed; and you know roo 
gi the Rules of Demonſtration, , to be caught by Paralo- 
giſms 


* His 0Wn, 
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Here follows a long Paſſage borrowed from F. Malehranche? 
Treatiſe about Nature and Grace, in which the goed Father 
comes near to Father Hardouin.) 208 599; eee 
Chriſt (ſays the Preſident) has promiied that the Gates of 
Hell ſhould never prevail againſt the CHURCH. He has 
entruſted St. Peter with the Government of it, and thar Go- 
vernment belongs to his UNINTERRUPTED SUC- 
CESSION -----. Far from charging our Faults or Errors 
upon the CHURCH, it is our Intereſt ro defend it. We 
cannot depart from it, without departing from its true Head, 
of whom the Succeſſor of S. Peter is only the Type, 
(After that he offers me the help of enlightened Perſons to 
lead me back to the Boſom of the CHURCH.) © , | 
Morldly Advantages have never appeared to me to have any 
weight over your Mind, ſays he. Let not the fear of ſome 
little Diſgrace make you pur off a Return ſo neceſſary for 
your Soul. Renounce rather all manner of Study and Learn- 
ing, than go on in making ſuch an ill uſe of it. If you 
will follow my Advice, you will give up without delay, your 
3 Liberty and your Sentiments. For I am afraid that both will 
| be very pernicious to you, in this World, and in the other. 
Your being fallen into Error, would not diminiſh the Eſteem 
J have for you, bur your perſiſting in it. For you have Light 
| and Knowledge enough, to recover from a Surprize. I pray 
I God to give you Grace to do it. And I am, Sir, with much 
Sincerity, ” t 
| | | Yours, &c. DUMETZ. 
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| I anſwered him at large, and ſent ro him the Complaint of 
the Proteſtants oppreſſed in France, by Mr. Claude; and the lit- 
| tle Treatiſe of Mr. Bayle, about the Dragoonades of France, 
5 torn out from the beginning of his Philoſophical Commentary; 
1 to ſupport my Reply to the Abbot of Marbeuf, (whoſe Letter 
5 follows) who had raxed me with Calumniating his Church, 
which I had called Bloody. - 


— * of 4. " = 8 I 
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| Letter of the Abbot of Marbeuf. 


SIR FE 7 

1 Pray God thar this Anſwer may find you in a more ſedate 
Diſpoſition of Mind than you were in, when you wrote ro 

me, that conſidering in cold Blood what Diſaſters you pre- 


pare for your ſelf, you may take without delay; the moſt pro- 
er Meaſures to avoid em. I do not queſtion, Sir, but you 
ave a ſenſe of the Eſteem and Love of your Friends here. 
Conſider then what Sentiments will take room of the for- 
_ in their Hearts Scorn - arid Abhorrence of your 
Obſtinacy. And I do nor believe that any of them, having 
more regard to Friendſhip, than ro Honèſty and Religion, 
which. condemn you; will ſo much as own that he has been 
your Friend.  ----- You muſt come to be in Want ----- and 
E have nothing to expect neither from your Acquaintance 
here, nor from yout Father, who will no more trouble him- 
elf about you, as long as you give him no hopes of a return. 
e has poſitively aſſured me of it. Thoſe amongſt whom 
you live, being either deprived of their. Eſtates, or ſollicitous 
about their own Fortune, will care and concern themſelves 
very little about yours —. You know, Mr. Bayle himſelf, 
with all his Reputation, thar extended throughout all Europe, 
was forced to get his Livelihood by cortedting the Preſs . 
We are told, that you have been ſo credulous as to hope that 
you might bring over ro your Sentiments many of vour Ac- 
quainzance here, who muſt have the greateſt Contempt for 
your Perſon, till you are changed -, I fee but one thing 
Jef for you, which is to reſolve to live a Life full of Trou: 
bles for the preſent, and of Fears for the future; which muſt 
be terrible to all thoſe who die ſeparated ffom the 
CHURCH of CHRIST. 
(He endeavours to ſhow. me ar large, that his. Church is * 
ONE, HOLY, CATHOLICK, and APOSTO- 
LICK ------ and ſuppoſing me all the while to be a ftrict 
CALVINIST, he tells me, that theſe Characters of the 
Church of Cbriſt eannor belong to the Calviniſtical . Church; 
and preſſes me with many Arguments; ſome of which are 
very weak in Themſelves ; and others have no Strength in 
them, bur what they borrow from the Weakneſs of Prote- 


* 
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* The Reaſon be gives why the Calviniſtical Church 7s not 
ONE, is indeed a Reaſon very much to its Honour: viz. be- 
tauſe it has joined in France with the Luthetans ;- tho* they be- 
lieve the. Real Preſence of Chriſt in the Euchariſt. The UN- 
 INTERRUPTED SUCCESSION is the main Argu- 

ment, hx males nſe of for the Church of ROME. Lhe 
CHURCH of ENGEAND would quickly fall; if it bad no- 
title but Bat ſandy Foublatio to ſupport li. | 


Are 


— 
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Are the Crimes of ſome a ſufficient and juſt Reaſon for you 
ro blacken our Church, and ro ſeparate from ir ? It becomes you 
very much indeed to call it BLOODY, ---- (for you ground 
your Morives of Separation chiefly upon its BLOODY 
SPIRIT) who deſign ro join with a SECT, which owes 
its riſe to Blood and Maſſacre, &c. F „ 
Jou are very quick: ſighted indeed ----- you, who till laſt 
Vear deſpiſed all ſort of Learning that depended merely upon 
Memory =, to diſcover, in an Examination of ten Months, 


a ſufficient number of Abuſes in a Religious Society, for to 


bring your ſelf to ſuch a Reſolution as no Catholick Critick, 
after an Examination of 30 or 40 Years, ever took, and Grotius 
himſelf, ---- with all his profound Learning, durſt not take 


| 3 | 


upon his Dearh-bed ----. 


- 


. He ſends me a Catalogue of about 30 Romiſh Controvertiſts. 


on of the Grace of God, is capable of any thing. Thus does 
he take delight in confounding human Pride. You have 
thought your ſelf ABLE ro form a right Judgment upon 
every Arricle of our Belief, by the mere Force of your Ge- 
nins ; and God, in order to humble you, has not fo much as 
permitted you to take ſuch Meaſures, as were abſolutely re- 
quiſite in order to judge aright ----, Do nor loſe your 


Time in examining every particular Point. Acknowledge 


that this LABOUR is above your CAPACITY, as well 


as above THAT of the greateſt Part of Mankind * -----. 4 


(He exhorts me above all, ro read the 13th Metaphyſical 
Diſcourſe of F. Malebranche, about the Infallivility of the 
CHURCH, to this purpoſe. The Idea of Infallibility is 
included in the Idea of a Divine Society, as the Idea of Equa- 
lity to two Right Angles is in the Idea of a Triangle. Now 
the CHURCH is a Divine Society; therefore, Sc.) This, 
my Friend calls a perfect Demor;ſtraticn to every one who is 
nor blinded by Pride and Obſtinacy. This V ice, ſays he, 1s 
often a greater Hindrance to the Diſcovery of Truth, than 


I This is a Calumny «pon the Calviniſts, for their acting 
bravely, in oppoſition to Tyranny, in #herr own ueceſſary Defence. 
* This is exadly what Dr. Snape alſo ſaith; as indeed 70f8 
of his Arguments are to be found in theſe Letters of the Jeſuits, 
#94" urged by them for their Cauſe, with much more Conſiſtency 
and Honour. 1 | | „ 7 
| the 
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the moſt brutiſn Paſſions, I pray God with all my Heart, 
to deliver you from it, Sir, and dear Friend ---- I hope, that 
if you follow ſincerely, and with ſuch Sentiments of HU 
MILITY as become our fallible Underſtanding, the Me- 
thod which I have laid before you, and which you know ber- 
ter than I,. - you will reſtore to us, by your adhering more 


_ Cloſe than ever to the CHURCH, a Friend and a_ Brother, 


whom we ſhall love rhe more dearly and the more ardently, 
the more we have been in Danger of loſing him, both as to 
this World, and to the other. Give me, as ſoon as you can, 
the Comfort of hearing of your Change. I will let your Fa- 
ther know it immediately, to the end that he may ſupply you 
with every thing neceſſary for your coming back into Fance. 
Do not fear any the leaſt Inconvenience from all that is paſt. 
You may depend upon it, you ſhall live here at Liberty, in 


what City ſoever you your ſelf will chuſe. I anſwer for it, 


and give you my word further, that I will do all my Life- 
time all that I can to make you eaſy, even in caſe your Father 
ſhould be wanting to his Part, and leave ſomething ro your 
Friends ro do towards making you happy. Compare, my 


dear Friend, an eaſy and peaceable Life, with a Life full of 


Troubles and Miſeries. This you will live in Holland, the 
other is ready for you in France —. Eternal Happineſs will 


be the Reward of your DOCILITY to the CHURCH. 


Eternal Miſery will be the Chaſtiſement of your Obſtinacy 


and Perſeverance in SCHISM and HERESY. One of 
theſe you are now to chuſe. If you chuſe that which Reaſon 
and my Friendſhip adviſe you to, you will give me the ut- 
moſt Joy; the greateſt in Truth, I am ar preſenr capable of, 
On the contrary, if being an Enemy to your ſelf, and ta all 


' thoſe who love you, you go on, do not aggravate my Grief, 


by telling it me; but do ou forget me for ever, and let me 
forget you. 


DE MARBEUE. 


— 


3 


Letter of Mr. Simond, French Miniſter, 


[| Have nor PEST you, tho' I have not 3 the Letter 
you have done me the Honour 10 write ta me. As ſoon as 


Te AT you, I was ſenſible of your Merit, a d I conceived a 
6 very 


6200 

very uncommon Eſteem for you. It has even been increaſed . 
ſince your Departure, by the good Accounts I have had of you. 

I have recommended you, without telling you any thing of 
it, to a Perſon whom you could never gueſs at, and whom I 
will not name to you; becauſe if my Recommendation has 
been of no Effect, I would not have you have the leaſt Con- 
fuſion about ir. It is believed that we ſhall quickly leave this 
Town, and I hope I ſhall go back ſoon into Holland. This is 
che new Reaſon why I have nor ſent you my Pſalms *, with 
my Amendments ro them, in order to be reviewed by you, 
which I defired of you : This will be done more convenient- 
ly, when I ſhall have the Honour ro ſee you in Holland. I 
ſhall think my ſelf very happy, if I can do you any Service 
there; at leaſt, by giving you my Teſtimony, and doing Ju- 
ſtice-ro your Merit. I was told ſome time ago, that a Mer- 
chant of Dunkirk was entruſted with 760 Florins for a Prieſt 
who had retired into Holland. I thought immediately that you 
were the Man, and I ſhould be very glad to hear that I am 
not miſtaken. It would be a ſign that your Father's Affection 
bas been revived towards you, and that you may expect great- 
er Effects of it. But even ſuppoſing your Father would for- 
ſake you, perſwade your ſelf that Almighry God never will, 
and thar he will give you a hundred times as much as you 
ſhall loſe for his ſake. He promiſes it in his Word; and I pray 
him with all my Heart, to fulfil that Promiſe to you, and to 
give you the Grace of perſevering in his holy Calling. 1 
earneſtly beſeech you to let me. know how you do, and not to 
wair for an Opporrunity, which may nor perhaps offer ir ſelf 
a great while. Do not ſcruple to write to me by the Poſt. 
Tho''my Circumſtances are very narrow, through the Hard- 
neſs of the Times, the Poſtage of a Letter will be nothing, 
in compariſon of the Pleaſure I ſhall have in receiving News 
of you. I am much concerned in all that concerns you. I 
ſhall rejoice if you have mer with a due Acknowledgment of 
Your Merit; and if you have not, yer I defire to know ir, 
how grieved ſoever I may be to hear it. I wilt nevertheleſs 
hope, that at laſt every Body will do you Juſtice, and will 
make a difference between you and ſo many others of your 
forr, who have not behaved themſelves well amongſt us, I 
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Arm fully ſarified ir will be otberwiſe wich you;..add therefore 
I beg the Honour of your Friendſhip, and pray you to be 
aſſured that I am, with a very uncommon Eſteem, 
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| There being a Page or two to ſpare, I have here added rhe 
Two LETTERS of F. Malebranche in the Original, be- 
lieving that Thoſe who are Curious will be glad to ſee Any, 
even of the Common Thoughts of that Great Maſter, in 
their Natural Eaſe and Beauty, which my Tranſlation could 


nor | poſſibly expreſs. | 
F. Malebranche s Firſt Letter“. 


Mon Reverend Pere, | — 

'AY regu avec une extreme joye la Lettre que vous 
m aver fait | houneur de m e&crire. Je vous accorde 
avec bien du plaiſir, & je vous demande en meme temps, te 
que vous voulez, bien me demander. La plus part de ceux 
qui ſont maintenant de mes meilleurs amis etoient autrefois 

etraiugement prevenus contre moi. Ceux la, mon R. Pere, 

qui n ont point d amour pour la verite, ſont peu ſuſceptibles 
de prevention, leur indifference we, les attache d rien, pas 
meme ſouvent aux veritex eſſentielles de la Religion; au lieu 
que ceux, qui ont du xele pour ces veritex, ont d' ordinaire, 
34 de s eutendre, des ſentimens fort oppoſez. L Eloig- 
mement que vous aviez de mes opinions venant de celui que 
vous aviez, pour I erreur, il etoit juſte du moins dans ſon 
principe Vous me preniez pour un autre, & j aurois tort de 
m offenſer de ce que vous auriez pu dire. Vous aviez en 
compoſant Votre ouvrage les memes vuts que j ay euſe en 
compoſant les miens, la defenſe de la veritè: & je ne pourrois 
condamner votre deſſein, ſans me condamner moi meme. 


2 
— — 


* You will find it in Engliſh in the Account. 


D / es | 


| Dien ſoit ue qui m fait connoitre 2 vous, d peu prez. tel 
i que je ſuis, tel que je voi bien par votre Lettre que vous ne 
me jugex pas indigne de votre amitie. Aimex moi donc, 
mon Reverend Pere, autant que je vous honore. Quand 

ö Poccafion ſe trouvera- t-· elle de pouvoir, en vous embraſſant, 

von exprimer une partie de ce que je ſens en liſant patre 
Lettre, & que je ne puis vous dire? Soyex cependant perſuade 
que je ſuis deja, avec un attachement parfait & reſpectueux, 


Mon Reverend Pere, 
1 Votre tres-humble 


ce 6 Avril. X tres obeiſſant Serviteur, 
MALE BRANCHE, 
Pretre de I Oratoire. 


—— 93 — 
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F. Malebranche's Second Letter. 


| A regu la Lettre que vous mavez fait I honneur de 
m ecrire dattee du 6 de Janvier. Si d'un cote elle ma 
Jait plaifir, a cauſe de mon amour propre que vous me per- 
mettrez de dire que vous aver exceſſiement flatte, elle 
ma doune d ailleurs beaucoup de confufion. Puiſque vous 
aimex la werite, rabbattez, du moins les trois quarts dans 
le jugement avantageux que vous portex de | auteur des 
| livres qui vous font tant de plaiſir d lire. Car, Monſieur, 
vcus ne me connviſſez pas, & je ne me connois gueres moi 
meme. Pour les livres, vous en pouvez juger, car Vous 
avez. pour cela les qualitez neceſſaires; mais je crains que 
votre bontè pour moi nexcuſe mes erreurs. Je ne puis pas 
dire que je croi mayvais les ouvrages que j ai publiez, car 
I me ſemble que je ne les aurois pas donnez au public, fi 
ge les avois cru tel, ou meme inutiles; mais j ay graud 
ſujet de me defier de moi meme, & de craindre que, du 
moins dans les recherches _ j aye pris pour vrai ce 
qui net que vrai. ſemblable. Ce d ceux qui comme 


vous ont beaucoup de penetration d'eſprit & de loifir, d me 
redreſſer 
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redreſſer ou je mi egare. Un autre ſujet de confuſion Poker 
moi, ce le mechant portrait qu on vous a doune, & que 
vous aver mis en wuz. Je navoie, Monſieur, ni le por- 
trait, ui encore moins la deviſe latine; mais je la deſaveiie 
moins que les vers francois qu on y avoit gravex, & qu on 
a dtex a cauſe de la peine que cela me faiſoit. Car j avoue 
que je ne ſuis pas aſſex humble, pour paſſer pour I homme 
du monde le plus vain; ceux qui auroient vil ces wers 
pouvant croire, que le portrait OT les vers m auroient point 
ere graves ſans mon conſentement 2 mon aprobation. A 
Pegard de votre changement d'Etat, il me feroit bien de la 
peine pour vous, fi je ne ſpavois vos bonnes diſpofitions; car 
le commerce du monde eit bien dangereux. Je vous ſouhaire 
une heureuſe année. Elle ſera heureuſe & pour vous & 
pour moi, fi elle nous prepare 8 Leternitè bienheureuſe. Mes 
reſpects gil vous plaist, a Monſieur votre Pere, car je ſuis à 
tous deux en notre Seigneur le c 


* ” 


Tres-humble & tres-obeiſſant Serviteur, 


dad MALEBRANCHE, 


Ce 13 Jan; 
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- Some BOOK S lately printed for James Rnaptön and 
I Timothy. Childe, in St. Paul's Church-yard, 

Everal Tracts formerly publiſh'dy now collected into one Vos 
0 lame; to which are added fix Sermons never before publiſh'd. 

The preſenc Deluſion of many Proteſtants conſidered: A Sermon 
2 in the Pariſh Church of St. Peters Poor in Broad: treet, 

November 5, 1715. Fourth Edition Wy 
The Reſtoration made a Blefling to ds by the Proteſtant Succeſ- 
Lon: A Sermon preach'd before the King at the Royal Chapel at 
St. James's, May 29, 1716. The Third Edition.. 

. A Preſervative againſt che Principles and Prackices of the Nonju- 
rors, both in Church and State: or, An Appeal to the Conſciences 
and common Sehiſe of the Chriſtian Laity. The Fourth Edition. 
The Nature and Duty of a publick Spirit: A Sermon preach'd 
at St. James's Weftminſter, on St. David's Day, March 1, 1716, 
before the Honourable the Stewards and otliers of the Society of An- 
tient Britons, eſtabliſh'd in Honour of Her Royal Highneſs's 
Birth-Day, and the Principality of Wales. rice Four- pence. 
The Nature of the Kingdom or Church of Chriſt: A Sermon 
preach'd before the King at the Royal Chapel at St. James's, -on | 
Sunday March 31,1717. The Fifteenth Edition. Price Four? pence- 

An Anſwer to the Reverend Dr. Snape's Letter to the Lord Bi- 


ſhop of Bangor. The Thitteenth Edition. Price Sixgpence. | 
Theſe Seven written by the Right Reverend the Lord Bp. of Bangor. 
A Summary of all the Religious Houſes in England and Wales, 
[ with their Titles and Valuations, at the Time of their Diſſolution; 
I and a Calculation of what they might be worth at this Day: To- 


. 


þ eder with an Appendix concerning the ſeveral Religious Orders 

. Kingdom 022_nIIY,T, +: h 
if A etter to the Reverend Dr. Sher /ock,one of the Committee of Chas - - 
5 vocation, appointed to draw up a Repreſentation concerning the Bp. of 

3 Bangor's Preſervative and Sermon: Comparing the dangerous Poſiti- 

bk ons and Doctrines contained in the Doctor's Sermon, preach'd Nov. 5, 

; 1712, with thoſe charged upon the Biſhop in the late Report of the 

3 Committee. The Third Edition. Price Four-pence..  . _ 

= A Second Letter to the Reverend Dr. Sher/ock, being a Reply to 
k. bis Anſwer, proving the Doctrines maintain'd by the Doctor in 


j-* his Sermon Nov. 5, 1712, to be the ſame with thoſe gd npou | 
138 the Biſhop of Bangor as pernicious, in the late Report of che Com- 
mittee. With an Appendix relating to a Paſſage of two in Dr. 
11 Snape's Second Letter to the Lord Bifhop of Bangor. By Arthur: 
Aly Sykes, M. A. Rector of Dry Drayton near Cambriage. 
JI0o which is added, a Poſt ſcript to the Reverend Dr. Sherlock, 
Dean of Chicheſter, by the Right Reverend Father in God, Ben- 
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77 .,, dition. 0. 
+ VVNoa in the Preſs, and will ſpeedily be pubHiſhd; \ | 
ps... An Anſwer to Mr. Law's Letter to the Lord Biſhbp, of Ban- 
Lor. By Gilbert Burnet, M. A. Chaplain, in Ordinary to Bis + 
LE Maicky Printed far. Timothy Childs. 1 


